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Kehillat Yom Tov – Rosh Hashanah Readings and Songs 
 

 
1) Eilecha 

 

 ֶאקָרה, ְוֶאל ֲאֹדָני ֶאְתַחָנןֵאֶליָך ְיָי 

 ְׁשַמע יהוה ְוָחֵנִני, ְיָי ֱהֵיה ֹעֶזר ִלי.
 

Eilecha Adonai ekra, v’el Adonai etchanan 
Sh’ma Adonai v’cho-nei-ni, Adonai he-yei ozer li. 

 
To you, Adonai, will I call; before the Eternal will I plead. 

Hear me, Adonai, be gracious, be my help. 
 

Psalm 30:9, 11/Shlomo Carlebach 
 
 

2) Zochreinu l’Chayim 
 

ֶפר ַהַחִּיים, נּו ְּבֵסֵֽ ֶלְך ָחֵפץ ַּבַחִּיים, ְוָכְתֵבֵֽ נּו ְלַחִּיים, ֶמֵֽ  ָזְכֵרֵֽ
 ְלַמַעְנָך ֱאֹלִהים ַחִּיים.

 
Zochreinu l’chayim Melech chofeitz ba-chayim 

v’chot’veinu b’sefer ha-chayim  
l’ma-ancha Elohim chayim 

 
Remember us for life, Sovereign who delights in life,  

and inscribe us in the Book of Life, for Your sake, God of life. 
 

High Holy Day Liturgy/Deborah Sacks Mintz  
 
 
 
3) The first mitzvah in the Torah is “Let there be light!” 

So we are commanded: 
In everything you do, be a menorah, a bringer of light. 
Live with honor, act with integrity, do your work with passion – 
And the radiance of your deeds will live after you. 
May our ideals burn bright, forever unextinguished, 
And may we live our lives like the flames we kindle – 
Always stretching upward, striving for the good, reaching for You. 
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4) This Autumn Night  
 

This autumn night 
the shades of darkness 
in the sky 
are signs of earth’s turning, 
the fleeting ways of nature. 
And we –  
drawn together in this holy house, 
filled with New Year’s hope and light –  
turn our hearts toward You 
in prayer, 
in worship, 
seeking life’s essence. 
In the presence of Your love 
we feel the nearness 
of those who bless our lives 
even in death. 
Precious memories of their love 
restore our strength, 
renew our faith in life’s goodness. 

 
We acknowledge with gratitude 
the life You have given us, 
the bounty that sustains us, 
Your comfort 
in sickness and sorrow, 
Your compassion  
in valleys of despair. 

 
God of years, God of eternity, 
bless us now and always. 
Bless our homes and our families. 
Be with us in our dreams 
and in our hopes. 
Be with us 
Through these Days of Awe, 
as we search our souls within 
and seek the lasting shelter  
of Your love. 
 
 

Inspired by a hymn for the New Year by Rabbi David Einhorn 
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5) Unending Love  
 

We are loved by an unending love. 
 

We are embraced by arms that find us 
even when we are hidden from ourselves. 
We are touched by fingers that soothe us 
even when we are too proud for soothing. 
We are counseled by voices that guide us 
even when we are too embittered to hear. 
 

We are supported by hands that uplift us 
even in the midst of a fall. 
We are urged on by eyes that meet us 
even when we are too weak for meeting. 
Embraced, touched, soothed, and counseled, 
Ours are the arms, the fingers, the voices; 
Ours are the hands, the eyes, the smiles; 
We are loved by an unending love. 
 

Rabbi Rami Shapiro/Shir Yaacov Feit 

 
6)  They went forth from Egypt on a single night but next time the miracle will be 

different. 
 

Once two Sages were walking very early in the valley 
and they saw the light of the morning star. 
Said one to the other, 
“This is how the redemption will be. 
The dawn breaks with a single ray of light  
And bit by bit the sky is illumined, 
until morning comes and the darkness is gone. 
So the redemption will occur little by little, 
growing steadily and gradually 
until the world is full of light.” 

 

Do not wait for a miracle 
or the sudden transformation of the world. 
Bring the day closer, step by step, 
with every act of courage, of kindness, 
of healing and repair. 
Do not be discouraged by the darkness. 
Lift up every spark you can 
and watch the horizon 
for the coming of dawn. 
Look closely! 
It has already begun. 

Based on a passage in the Jerusalem Talmud – Brachot 1:1 
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7) Where Can Holiness Be Found – Rabbi Sidney Greenberg 
 
There is holiness when we strive to be  
true to the best we know. 
 
There is holiness when we are kind to  
someone who cannot possibly be of service to us. 
 
There is holiness when we promote family harmony. 
 
There is holiness when we forget what divides us 
and remember what unites us. 
 
There is holiness when we are willing to be 
laughed at for what we believe in. 
 
There is holiness when we love – truly and 
honestly and unselfishly. 
There is holiness when we remember the lonely 
and bring cheer into a dark corner. 
 
There is holiness when we share –  
our bread, our ideas, our enthusiasm. 
bread, our ideas, our enthusiasm. 
 
There is holiness when we gather to pray to Adonai 
who gave us the power to pray. 
 
Holy, holy, holy is the God of hosts; 
All of life can be filled with God’s glory. 
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8) Atah V’chartanu  
 

נּו, יָת ָּבֵֽ נּו ְוָרִצֵֽ ְבָּת אֹוָתֵֽ נּו ִמָּכל ָהַעִּמים, ָאַהֵֽ  ַאָּתה ְבַחְרָּתֵֽ
נּו ִמָּכל  יָך,ְורֹוַמְמָּתֵֽ נּו ְּבִמְצֹוֶתֵֽ  ַהְּלׁשֹונֹות, ְוִקַּדְׁשָּתֵֽ

אָת. ינּו ָקָרֵֽ ָך, ְוִׁשְמָך ַהָּגדֹול ְוַהָּקדֹוׁש ָעֵלֵֽ נּו ַלֲעבֹוָדֶתֵֽ נּו ַמְלֵּכֵֽ  ְוֵקַרְבָּתֵֽ
 

ינּו ְּבַאֲהָבה, ֶאת יֹום ַהִּזָּכרֹון ַהֶּזה, יֹום ְּתרּוָעה, נּו ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֵֽ  ַוִּתֶּתן ָלֵֽ
ִים: ֶכר ִליִציַאת ִמְצָרֵֽ ֶדׁש, ֵזֵֽ  ִמְקָרא ֹקֵֽ

 
Atah v’chartanu mikol ha-amim; ahavta otanu, v’ratzita banu. 
V’romamtanu mikol hal’shonot, v’kidashtanu b’mitzvotecha. 

V’keiravtanu, Malkeinu, la-avodatecha; v’shimcha hagadol v’hakadosh 
aleinu karata. 

Vatiten-lanu, Adonai Eloheinu, b’ahavah et Yom HaZikaron hazeh,Yom T’ruah, 
mikra kodesh, zeicher litzi-at Mitzrayim. 

 
In love and favor, O God, You have chosen us from all the peoples, hallowing us with 
Your Mitzvot. Our Sovereign, You have summoed us to Your service, that through us 

Your great and hoy name may become known in all the earth. 
In your love, O God, You have given us this Day of Remembrance, to hear the sound of 

thee Shofar, to unite in worship, and to recall the Exodus from Egypt. 

 
 
9) The Order of the Teaspoon – Amos Oz 
 

“I believe that if one person is watching a huge calamity, let’s say a conflagration, 

a fire, there are always three principal options. 

 

1. Run away, as far and as fast as you can, and let those who cannot run burn. 

 

2. Write a very angry letter to the editor of your newspaper demanding that the 

people responsible be removed from office with disgrace. Or, for that matter, 

launch a demonstration. 

 

3. Bring a bucket of water and throw it on the fire, and if you don’t have a bucket, 

bring a glass, and if you don’t have a glass, use a teaspoon. Everyone has a 

teaspoon. And yes, I know a teaspoon is little and the fire is huge but there are 

millions of us and each one of us has a teaspoon.  

I would like to establish the Order of the Teaspoon. People who share my 

attitude, not the run-away attitude, or the letter attitude, but the teaspoon attitude 

– I would like them to walk around wearing a little teaspoon on the lapel of their 

jackets. That way, we can recognize each other as members of the same 

movement, the same order, The Order of the Teaspoon.”   
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10) R’tzei      
 

ינּו, ְּבַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל,   ִפָּלָתם ְּבַאֲהָבה ְתַקֵּבל, ְת ּוְרֵצה, ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֵֽ
ָך.  ּוְתִהי ְלָרצֹון ָּתִמיד ֲעבֹוַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמֵֽ

 .ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי, ֶׁשאֹוְתָך ְלַבְּדָך ְּבִיְרָאה ַנֲעבֹוד

 
R’tzei, Adonai Eloheinu, b’amcha Yisrael, ut’filatam b’ahavah t’kabeil, 

ut’hi l’ratzon tamid avodat Yisrael amecha. 
Baruch Atah Adonai, she-otcha l’vad’cha b’yir’ah na-avod. 

 
Be gracious, Adonai our God, to Your People Israel, and receive our prayers with love. May our 

worship always be acceptable to you. 
Blessed is Adonai, whom alone we serve in reverence. 

 

 

11) Modim - Adapted from Ruth F. Brin “for the Blessings” 

 

For the blessings which You lavish upon us in forest and sea, in mountain and 
meadow, in rain and sun, we thank You; 
Modim anachnu Lach.  .מֹוִדים ֲאַנְחנּו ָלְך 

 

For the blessings You implant within us, joy and peace, meditation and laughter, 
we are grateful to You;  
Modim anachnu Lach  .מֹוִדים ֲאַנְחנּו ָלְך 

 

For the blessings of friendship and love, of family and community;  
Modim anachnu Lach.  .מֹוִדים ֲאַנְחנּו ָלְך 

 

For the blessings we recognize and those we fail to recognize;  

Modim anachnu Lach.  .מֹוִדים ֲאַנְחנּו ָלְך 
 

For the blessing of our tradition and our holy days;  
Modim anachnu Lach. .מֹוִדים ֲאַנְחנּו ָלְך 

 

For the blessing of return and forgiveness, of memory, of vision and of hope; 
Modim anachnu Lach.  .מֹוִדים ֲאַנְחנּו ָלְך 

 

For all these blessings which surround us on every side, O God, hear our thanks 
and accept our gratitude.  

 

ָנֶאה ְלהֹודֹותָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי, ַהּטֹוב ִׁשְמָך ּוְלָך   
 

Baruch Atah Adonai, ha-tov shim’cha u-l’cha na-eh l’hodot. 
 

Blessed are You, Adonai, Your Name is goodness and You are worthy of thanksgiving. 
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12) A Prayer for Those Who Are Ill and for Givers of Care 
 

May the Eternal One who blesses all life, 
bless and strengthen all of us 
who struggle against illness. 
 
May we whose lives are touched by illness 
be blessed with faith, courage, love, and caring. 
 
May we experience the support and sustenance 
of family, friends, companions, and community. 
 
May we be granted restful nights and days of comfort. 
We pray for r’fuah sh’leimah – precious moments of healing –  
and a sense of wholeness in body and soul. 
 
May those who care for the sick 
with their hands, their voices, and their hearts 
be blessed with courage and stamina. 
 
May those who pursue healing 
through medical skill and knowledge 
be blessed with insight, patience, and compassion. 
 
May all of us, 
the sick and the well together, 
find courage and hope. 
 
 
 

 
13) World Peace – George Carlin 
 

Another plan I have is World Peace through Formal Introductions. The idea is 
that everyone in the world would be required to meet everyone else in the world, 
formally, at least once. You’d have to look the person in the eye, shake hands, 
repeat their name, and try to remember one outstanding physical characteristic.  
 
My theory is, if you knew everyone in the world personally, you’d be less inclined 
to fight them in a war: “Who? The Malaysians? Are you kidding?  
I know those people!” 
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14) The Life of Eternity 
 

The light of life is a finite flame. Like our sacred candles, life is kindled,  
it burns, it glows, it is radiant with warmth and beauty. But soon it fades;  
its substance is consumed, and it is no more. 
In light we see; in light we are seen. The flames dance and our lives are full. But 
as night follows day, the candle of our life burns down and gutters. There is an 
end to the flames. We see no more and are no more seen.  
Yet we do not despair, for we are more than a memory slowly fading into  
the darkness. With our lives we give life. Something of us can never die:  
we move in the eternal cycle of darkness and death, of light and life. 

 
 
 
15) To Be Hopeful – Howard Zinn 
 

To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It is based on the fact 
that human history is a history not only of cruelty but also of compassion, 
sacrifice, courage, and kindness. What we choose to emphasize will determine 
our lives. If we see only the worst, we despair and lose our motivation to act. If 
we remember those times and places where people have behaved magnificently, 
this gives us the energy to act, and at least the possibility of sending this spinning 
top of a world in a different direction. The future is an infinite succession of 
presents, and to live now as we think human beings should live, in defiance of all 
that is bad around us, is itself a marvelous victory. 
 
 
 

16) Achat Sha-alti  
 

 ַאַחת ָׁשַאְלִּתי ֵמֵאת־ְיהָֹוה אֹוָתּה ֲאַבֵּקׁש

 ִׁשְבִּתי ְּבֵבית־ְיהָֹוה ָּכל־ְיֵמי ַחַּיי

 ְּבֵהיָכלֹו.ַלֲחזֹות ְּבֹנַעם־ְיהָֹוה ּוְלַבֵּקר 

 
Achat sha-alti mei-eit Adonai otah avakeish 

Shivti b’veit Adonai kol y’mei chayai 

Lachazot b’no-am Adonai ul’vaker b’heichalo. 

 
One thing I ask from Adonai, one thing I desire, 

That I may dwell in the house of Adonai all the days of my life. 
To behold the graciousness of Adonai, and to enter God’s sanctuary. 

 
Psalm 27:4/Israel Katz 
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Kehillat Yom Tov - Yom Kippur Readings and Songs 

  
1) Return Again - Shlomo Carlebach 
 

Return again (2) return to the land of your soul 
 
Return to who you are, return to what you are 
Return to where you are born and re-born again. 

 
 
2) Opening the Ark, Opening Ourselves 
 

Yom Kippur: the Jewish people’s Festival of the Soul 
and Kol Nidrei its sacred portal – a night of deep emotions, 
a night, as the Psalmist wrote, to “rejoice with trembling.” 
 
We rejoice at the sound of Kol Nidrei – rhythmic words of release 
from vows, oaths, and promises to God we fail to keep. 
 
We tremble at the melody. Music of spiritual amazement, 
it fills us with awe as we stand before God and Torah. 

 
We rejoice that we stand together, strengthened by community 
in this hour of shared weakness and humility. 
 
We tremble – for tonight we confess our flaws, admit our imperfection, and 
acknowledge a Power far beyond our understanding. 
 
We rejoice that we commit ourselves to great endeavors 
because we feel so deeply and think so nobly 
 
We tremble – for we find that our ideals are far greater than our ability; our 
promises surpass our might. 
 
We rejoice in the freedom that is Kol Nidrei’s true gift: 
the freedom to begin a new year without fear of failure, 
to aspire to be God’s image in the world. 
 
We tremble because we are mortal; we rejoice in our gratitude for life. 
 
We rejoice with trembling and enter Kol Nidrei to face our humanity. 
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3) The Promise of Redemption – Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
 

These words are true: 
You make our lives difficult.  
You case us with your commands. 
You force us to choose between life and death, 
between slavery and freedom. 
We must learn to listen, 
or succumb to anguish and despair, 
to the death of the spirit. 

 
But you do not abandon us. 
You give us the courage to enter our struggles, 
to wrestle with the pharaohs in our hearts,  
and the pharaohs in the world, 
and to slowly free ourselves from bondage. 

 
When the children of Israel stood poised at the shore of the Reed Sea, they took 
a deep breath . . . and then, in a powerful gesture of trust 
that someone who loved them would not let them drown, 
they stepped forward into the water.      

  
 

 
 
4) Peace in the Night 

  
When fears multiply 
and danger threatens; 
when sickness comes, 
when death confronts us – 
it is God’s blessing of shalom 
that sustains us 
and upholds us 
Lightening our burden, 
dispelling our worry, 
restoring our strength, 
renewing our hope – 
reviving us. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



11 
 

5) U-v’chein  
 

The High Holy Day Amidah offers three hopes for the world in the  
New Year: 

 

                   . . . U-v’chein, tein pachd’chaּוְבֵכן ֵּתן ַּפְחְּדָך . . .
 

May all the people who live in our world come to a sense of moral sensitivity, the 
idea that certain things are wrong even if they seem enjoyable and profitable. 

May all recognize righteousness as the goal of life. 
 

 U-v’chein, tein kavod. . .                               . ּוְבֵכן ֵּתן ָּכבֹוד . . 
 

May it be a year in which Israel and the Jewish people prosper, and in which we 
will truly serve as instruments of God’s purpose. May our people be inspired to 
embody kavod/ ָּכבֹוד  with respect and pride. 

 

חּו . . .     ּוְבֵכן ַצִּדיִקים ִיְראּו ְוִיְׂשָמֵֽ
                U-v’chein, tzadikim yir’u v’yismachu 
 

May all good people get some naches/ נחת  some pleasure and contentment in 
the world this year. May we never feel like fools for having done the right thing. 

– Chadeish Yameinu Machzor 

 
6) Atah V’chartanu 
 

נּו,  יָת ָּבֵֽ נּו ְוָרִצֵֽ ְבָּת אֹוָתֵֽ נּו ִמָּכל ָהַעִּמים, ָאַהֵֽ  ַאָּתה ְבַחְרָּתֵֽ

יָך,  נּו ְּבִמְצֹוֶתֵֽ נּו ִמָּכל ַהְּלׁשֹונֹות, ְוִקַּדְׁשָּתֵֽ  ְורֹוַמְמָּתֵֽ

אָת. ינּו ָקָרֵֽ ָך, ְוִׁשְמָך ַהָּגדֹול ְוַהָּקדֹוׁש ָעֵלֵֽ נּו ַלֲעבֹוָדֶתֵֽ נּו ַמְלֵּכֵֽ  ְוֵקַרְבָּתֵֽ

ינּו ְּבַאֲהָבה, ֶאת יֹום ַהִּכּפּוִרם ַהֶּזה,  נּו ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֵֽ  ַוִּתֶּתן ָלֵֽ

ל-ּבֹו ֶאת-ִלְמִחיָלה ְוִלְסִליָחה ּוְלַכָּפָרה ְוִלְמָחל  ֲעֹונֹוֵתנּו, -ֹּכָ

ִים: ֶכר ִליִציַאת ִמְצָרֵֽ ֶדׁש, ֵזֵֽ  ִמְקָרא ֹקֵֽ
 

Atah v’char’tanu mikol ha-amim; ahav’ta otanu, v’ratzita banu. 
V’romam’tanu mikol hal’shonot, v’kidash’tanu b’mitz’votecha. 

V’keirav’tanu, Malkeinu, la-avodatecha; v’shim’cha ha-gadol v’ha-kadosh aleinu karata. 
Vatiten-lanu, Adonai Eloheinu, b’ahavah et Yom Ha-Kipurim ha-zeh, 

lim’chilah v’lis’lichah u-l’chaparah v’lim’chal’bo et-kol-avonoteinu, 
mikra kodesh, zeicher litzi-at Mitzrayim. 

 
In love and favor, O God, You have chosen us from all the peoples, 

hallowing us with Your Mitzvot. Our Sovereign, You have summoed us to Your service, 
that through us Your great and holy name may become known in the earth. 

In your love, O God, You have given us this Yom Kippur, for pardon, forgiveness, and 
atonement, that all our sins be forgiven, a sacred time, recalling the Exodus from Egypt.
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7) R’tzei 
 

ינּו, ְּבַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל,   ְתִפָּלָתם ְּבַאֲהָבה ְתַקֵּבל, ּוְרֵצה, ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֵֽ
ָך. ֵאל ָקרֹוב ְלָכל ֹקְרָאיו,  ּוְתִהי ְלָרצֹון ָּתִמיד ֲעבֹוַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמֵֽ

יָנה ֵעיֵנֵֽינּו  ,ְּפֵנה ֶאל ֲעָבֶדיָך ְוָחֵּננּו, ְׁשפֹוְך רּוֲחָך ָעֵלינּו  ְוֶתֱחֶזֵֽ
 ְּבׁשּוְבָך ְלִצּיֹון ְּבַרֲחִמים.

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי, ַהַּמֲחִזיר ְׁשִכיָנתֹו ְלִצּיֹון.

 
R’tzei, Adonai Eloheinu, b’amcha Yisrael, ut’filatam b’ahavah t’kabeil,  

ut’hi l’ratzon tamid avodat Yisrael amecha. Eil karov l’chol kor’av,  
p’nei el avadecha v’choneinu, sh’foch ruchacha aleinu, v’techezenah eineinu 

b’shuvcha l’Tziyon b’rachamim 
Baruch atah Adonai, hamachazir Shechinato l’Tziyon. 

 
Find favor, Adonai our God, with Your people Israel and accept their prayer in love. May 
the worship of Your people Israel always be acceptable. God who is near to all who call, 

turn lovingly to Your servants. Pour out Your spirit upon us. Let our eyes behold Your 
loving return to Zion. Blessed are You, Adonai, whose Presence returns to Zion. 

 

 
 
 
8) Autobiography in Five Short Chapters - Portia Nelson 
 

Chapter One: I walk down the street. There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. I fall 
in. I am lost…I am hopeless. It isn’t my fault. It takes forever to find a way out. 

 

Chapter Two: I walk down the same street. There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 
I pretend I don’t see it. I fall in again. I can’t believe I’m in the same place. But it 
isn’t my fault. It still takes a long time to get out. 

 

Chapter Three: I walk down the same street. There is a deep hole in the 
sidewalk. I see it is there. I still fall in…it’s a habit. I get out quickly. 

 

Chapter Four: I walk down the same street. There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 
I walk around it. 

 

Chapter Five: I walk down another street. 
 

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי, ַהּטֹוב ִׁשְמָך ּוְלָך ָנֶאה ְלהֹודֹות
 

Baruch Atah Adonai, ha-tov shim’cha u-l’cha na-eh l’hodot. 
 

Blessed are You, Adonai, Your Name is goodness and You are worthy of thanksgiving. 
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9) Vidui – Ashamnu  
 

When I was young 

And learned the alphabet, 

Life was open to me 

“A” was full of aspiration 

“B” was for beauty; “C” for confidence 

And “D” for dreams 

And so on through the list – no fewer than twenty-six 

opportunities, twenty-six possibilities. 

And yet I fear that with the passage of time, 

I’ve squandered them, creating instead 

“A”s of apathy, “B”s of brusqueness, and “C”s of coarseness. 

Help me, then, to return to that innocence. 

Let the letters be letters once again, 

And let them rise to the heavens 

And form into the words 

That you know I wish to say. 

 
 

Despite the sins, wrongdoings, and transgressions we have committed, there are 

times when we have been true to God’s message. Memories of our 

accomplishments, good deeds, and joys can light for us the path of t’shuva for 

the future. 
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10) Vidui - Rabbi Avi Weiss 

 
 

 ,Ahavnu  We have loved   ָאַהְבנּו

 ,Bei-rachnu  We have blessed   ֵּבַרְכנּו

 Gadalnu  We have grown   ָּגַדְלנּו

 .Dibarnu yofi  We have spoken positively  ִּדַּבְרנּו ֹיִפי

 ,He-e-linu  We have raised up   ֶהֱעִלנּו

 ,V’chasnu  We have shown compassion   ְוַחְסנּו

 ,Zei-raz’nu  We have acted enthusiastically    ֵזַרְזנּו

 ,Chamalnu  We have been empathetic  ָחַמְלנּו

 .Tipachnu Emet We have cultivated truth  ִטַּפְחנּו ֱאֶמת

 ,Ya-atznu tov  We have given good advice   ָיַעְצנּו טֹוב

 ,Kibadnu  We have respected   ִּכַּבְדנּו

 ,Lamad’nu  We have learned   ָלַמְדנּו

 ,Machal’nu  We have forgiven   ָמַחְלנּו

 ,Nacham’nu  We have comforted   ָנַחְמנּו

 ,Salal’nu  We have been creative   ָסַלְלנּו

 ,Orarnu  We have stirred  עֹוַררנּו

 ,Pa-al’nu  We have been spiritual activists   ָּפַעְלנּו

 ,Tzadak’nu  We have been just   ָצַדְקנּו

 .Kivinu La’Aretz We have longed for Israel  קִּוינּו ָלָאֶרץ

 Richam’nu  We have been merciful  ִרַחְמנּו

 Shakad’nu  We have given full effort  ָׁשַקְדנּו

 ,Tamach’nu  We have supported   ָּתַמְכנּו

 ,Taram’nu  We have contributed  ָּתַרְמנּו

 .Tikanu  We have repaired   ִּתַּקּנּו
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11) Ya’aleh 
 
Ya'aleh tachanuneinu mei-erev, v'yavo shavateinu mi-boker 
v'yeira-eh rinuneinu ad arev. 
 
Ya'aleh koleinu mei-erev, v'yavo tzid’kateinu mi-boker, 
v'yeira-eh pid’yoneinu ad arev. 
 
Ya'aleh atirateinu mei-erev, v'yavo slichateinu mi-boker, 
v'yeira-eh na-akateinu ad arev. 
 
Ya'aleh m'nuseinu mei-erev, v'yavo l'ma-ano mi-boker, 
v'yeira-eh kipureinu ad arev. 

 
Ya'aleh yish’einu mei-erev, v'yavo tohoreinu mi-boker 
v'yeira-eh chinuneinu ad arev. 

 
Ya'aleh zichroneinu mei-erev, v'yavo vi-udeinu mi-boker 
v'yeira-eh chinuneinu ad arev. 

 
Ya'aleh dof’keinu mei-erev, v'yavo gileinu mi-boker 
v'yeira-eh bakashateinu ad arev. 

 
Ya'aleh enkateinu mei-erev, v'yavo Eilecha mi-boker 
v'yeira-eh eileinu ad arev. 

 
Let our yearning rise to You in the evening, our exclamations come to You in the morning, then wondrous 
joy shall appear by evening. 
 
Let our voices rise to You in the evening, our unsung deeds come to You in the morning, so our true 
redemption shall appear by evening.  
 
Let our sufferings rise to You in the evening, our remorse come to You in the morning, 
then our pardon shall appear by evening. 
 
Let our outcries rise to You in the evening, take note of them for Your sake in the morning, pour Your 
mercy upon us by evening. 
 
Let our lament rise to You in the evening, and may You know the purity of our spirit in the morning, that 
the joy of forgiveness appear by evening. 
 
Let intimations of regret rise to You in the evening, and hopefulness in our gathering come to You in the 
morning, then our glory, reflective of You, shall appear by evening. 
 
Let our fervent knocking at the gates rise to You in the evening, our entreaties come to You in the 
morning, and Your forgiveness delight us by evening. 
 
Let our confession rise up to You in the evening, may it blaze across the skies in the morning, so the 
forgiveness of all appear by evening.  
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12) You are the Fire – Danny Siegel 
 

You are the Fire  
and I am Your oak. 
You are the shepherd 
and I am the sheep dog. 

 

Who can define us, O God, even in metaphors? 
 

You are the Hammer 
and I am Your rock. 

 

You are my Teacher 
and I make Your stories. 
I talk and You listen. 

 

You are the Sovereign 
and I am the jester, 
and I am a sovereign. 

 

You are the Owner of a great estate 
and I – Your favorite gardener. 
Who can understand our love? 

 

You are the very Whisper of a jet 
and I am the passenger inside, 
listening to the hum and whirr of the engines. 
Who can define us, O God, even in metaphors and similes? 
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13) What Needs to Change 
 

What needs to change so the world as it is can wake up? 
 

What needs to change so the world as it is can love us? 
  

What needs to change right now so we can breathe? 
 

What needs to change so our sisters and brothers can be as free as we are? 
 

And what needs to change so that we can be free too? 
 

What needs to change in our voices, our postures, our pacing? 
 

What needs to change in how we try to change our bodies? 
 

What needs to change in our newspapers and in our budgets? 
  

What needs to change in our language and in our bedrooms? 
 

What needs to change in how we look in the mirror? 
 

What needs to change in our lovemaking in every moment? 
 

What needs to change – tonight! – so we may wake up freer in the morning? 
 

What needs to change so that I have a voice and you have ears? 
 

I know what needs to change and you know what needs to change and we will 
be the change. 

 
 

Adapted from Kohenet Ilana Joy Streit  
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14) Mourner’s Kaddish  
 

This is the praise of the living, praise for the gift of life. 
 
Praise for loved ones and friends, 
for listening hearts, 
laughter and forgiveness. 
 
Praise for their searching and striving, 
for perseverance and vision, 
minds that aspired to know and understand. 
 
Praise for their courage and faith, 
for souls that brought light to dark corners, 
for hands that were gentle and strong. 
 
Praise for those who walked before us 
in valley of darkest shadow  
who endured their grief, and brought forth new life. 
 
Praise for the One who is always with us: 
the Source of growth, the Promise of goodness. 
 
Praise for the gift of life and memory, praise for the blessing of hope.



 


