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TEMPLE SINAI BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING – February 16, 2022 

 
Present [meeting conducted virtually by Zoom]: Michael Baratz, Naomi Camper, Dora Chen, 

Jill Chenok, Ellen Croog, Glenn Engelmann, Larry Freedman, Nancy Golding, Cathy Goldwyn, 

Ken Jaffe, Deborah Lewis, Myron Marlin, Howard Oppenheim, Matt Pachman, Debbie 

Rappaport, Deitra Reiser, Catherine Ribnick, Liz Rose, Natalie Selzer, Marcie Solomon, Seth 

Speyer, Laura Steel, Anita Stoll, D. Jean Veta, Regina Ziegler, Senior Rabbi Jonathan Roos, 

Rabbi Hannah Goldstein, Cantor Laura Croen, Director of Early Childhood Education Ali 

Hurewitz, Cantor Educator Rebecca Robins and Executive Director Ellen Agler.   

Call to order: With a quorum of the Board members present, the meeting was called to 
order at 7:34 p.m. by Temple Sinai President Marcie Solomon. 

D’var Torah: Jill Chenok delivered the D’var Torah. 

BOARD OPERATIONS AND GENERAL BUSINESS: 

• Board Meeting minutes: The January 2022 Board Meeting minutes (as revised) were 
approved.   

• Membership report: The February 2022 membership report was approved.  
• Financial report: Ken Jaffe provided a summary of the written financial report. The 

financial picture remains stable since last month and we continue to see strong member 
financial commitment income, which is on track to meet budget. Expenses are running 
below budget year-to-date. Overall, the written report shows a positive financial 
picture. Ken reminded the Board that we have the benefit of over $600k PPP funds this 
year, assuming forgiveness as we received last year, and that, without it, we would not 
be in a positive position. This frames the challenges ahead in budgeting for next year. 

 
UPDATES AND DISCUSSION: 

• Gathering During COVID Updates: Rabbi Roos provided an update regarding gathering 
during COVID, including issues related to masking, schools, the Second Passover Seder 
and the proposed loosening of requirements. Per the Executive Director’s Report, the 
COVID-19 Advisory Group met on February 15 to discuss how Temple’s policies can 
continue to be responsive to what is happening in the community in terms of infection 
rates, public health policy changes for DC and area school district decisions. As the 
District moves to lift indoor mask mandates and reduce vaccination requirements in 
some settings, the following recommendations were made: a) vaccination requirement 
for staff to be consistent with the CDC definition of being “Up to Date”, i.e., a person 
has received all recommended COVID-19 vaccines, including any booster dose(s) when 
eligible and shifting to a masks-optional environment except for in areas where children 
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are present; b) we can shift to a masks-optional environment indoors provided we 
implement vaccination requirements consistent with the CDC definition of being “Up to 
Date”; c) when implemented, changes should be communicated to the community 
through email, web site and signage; d) the schools will continue with their current 
vaccination policies through the school year; e) masking) to be optional for outdoor 
activities; f) current indoor mask requirements should remain in place in school areas 
through the school year; g) the provision of food indoors (excluding schools) can begin, 
provided that participants show proof of being “Up to Date”, and with consideration to 
having food separate from services and program locations, as appropriate, to allow 
attendees to be comfortable; and h) for the Nursery School, relaxation of surveillance 
testing and return from travel testing, and parent indoor drop-off were supported. 
Adult Purim and the TSWRJ Second Seder are resuming. Rabbi Roos advised that the 
Advisory Group’s recommendations are being made with a high level of comfort.  

• Schools Update: Director of Early Childhood Education Ali Hurewitz and Cantor 
Educator Rebecca Robins shared an update regarding plans for both the Nursery and 
Religious Schools. 

• Davis Center Update: Glenn Engelmann provided an update regarding the Davis Center 
that has been extremely busy, including the recent resettlement of an Afghan refugee 
family, with additional details provided by Catherine Ribnick who is leading resettlement 
of the Noori family along with an incredible group of volunteers. The Center continues 
to engage in several important endeavors and has been receiving applications for the 
2022 Rabbi Eugene Lipman Grants. The Center has recently hired a part-time social 
justice coordinator. 

• Renovation and Expansion (R&E) Update: Ken Jaffe provided a status of the renovation 
and expansion plans for Phase 2 for the South Addition. Ken shared that meetings have 
been occurring with relevant stakeholders. Three informational sessions have occurred 
in conjunction with the Capital Campaign.  

• Capital Campaign and Fundraising Update: Naomi Camper provided an update 
regarding the Capital Campaign and the resumption of fundraising in conjunction with 
the three information sessions as Ken noted (all of which were well attended) to discuss 
plans for the Phase 2 South Addition. Approximately half of the congregation has 
already contributed to the Campaign and efforts are currently underway to establish a 
matching fund to encourage new donors and planning for new outreach efforts is 
underway. An information session is being planned for the Temple Sinai Nursery School 
families. 

• Growing The Congregation Task Force and External Engagement: Marcie Solomon 
announced the creation of the Growing The Congregation Task Force and thanks to 
Michael Sussmann, who has agreed to serve as Chair. This is a new and exciting venture 
and Michael will be reaching out to a number of people in various roles at the Temple to 
define the scope of the Task Force’s work and identify options for a plan going forward. 
Larry Friedman has joined Marcie Solomon and Myron Marlin as they are continuing to 
participate in and learn from the URJ’s course on developing a sense of belonging and 
connectivity with Judaism. 
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• Israel Update: Rabbi Roos provided both an oral and written report that included a 
discussion about the FNA Letter, the Israel Committee and the process for expressing 
views about Israel and our relationship to it. The Temple continues to plan for and offer 
programs and learning opportunities to explore these issues and we are currently 
creating and offering programs through partnership affiliations with other 
organizations like J Street. He also discussed Temple Sinai’s inner workings as it relates 
to Israel. 
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REPORTS: 

• President’s Report – as submitted.  

• Senior Rabbi’s Report – as submitted.  

• Executive Director’s Report – as submitted.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Personnel and confidential matters were discussed in executive session. 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Laura Steel, Secretary 


