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FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Belonging. Whether joyously celebrated by the women of TSWRJ on multiple 
hikes in Rock Creek Park, or collectively serving others through our newly 

launched Davis Center for Social Justice, or the intentionality of the Multiracial Sinai 
Committee that all who belong feel not only welcomed but comfortable, or the 
collective excitement about the opportunities to be provided by the continuing 
renovation and expansion of our building and grounds, the community of Temple 
Sinai has celebrated belonging from so very many places. As you read through 
this Annual Report you will no doubt appreciate the community-wide drive and 
determination to nurture a meaningful sense of belonging for all who call our 
community home. Indeed, the values reflected in the Temple Sinai Religious 
School’s tagline of Significance, Belonging & Fun have more than ever infused the 
panoply of all of temple life. 

Belonging. In the context of the twists and turns that Covid has taken us on this year, our clergy, staff 
and members have demonstrated an impressive flexibility and adventuresome spirit to optimize and 
maximize the meaning of connection for all. From those so eager to resume in-person gathering 
(wherever it might be) to those more cautious who are grateful for the opportunity to continue to 
participate virtually, Temple Sinai has cared about and been exquisitely sensitive to what adds to, and 
detracts from, individuals’ and families’ sense of belonging. 

This year our schools never wavered from an empathic attunement to the challenges faced by our school 
families. My sense is that students and families have felt understood and supported, that they value 
belonging to the temple and feel significant, and that, masked or unmasked, inside or outside, that they 
have had lots of fun. Thank you to our deeply dedicated Religious School and Nursery School teams.

And thank you, our Temple Sinai of many cohorts, for your openness to experimentation, and for your 
patience in designing not only the programmatic what, but the person-centric where and how, so that 
all who have wanted to enrich their sense of belonging have been able to do so in a way comfortable to 
them. 

May we continue to go from strength to strength, with flexibility and connection.

– Marcie Solomon

3

2021-2022



FROM
THE SENIOR RABBI

There is a Hasidic folktale that conveys important values for Temple Sinai: A 
newlywed travels to meet Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak, also known as “the Seer of 

Lublin,” hoping to become his newest disciple. Upon arrival, the rebbe foresees the 
man’s imminent death and, without revealing the vision, demands he return home 
immediately. The man believes the rebbe has simply rejected him and spends the 
night at an inn on the road home. A group of Hasids, en route to see the same 
rebbe, take rooms at the inn where they see the man weeping and alone and hear 
his story. Committed to bringing joy and meaningfulness to the world, they pass 
the night sitting together. They teach and learn Torah, sing, dance, eat, drink, and, 
the next day, carry the man back to the rebbe in celebratory style. The surprised 
rabbi hears their account of the night and reveals: it was written and sealed, the 
man was to die, but now I see that a group of people connected to each other and genuinely filled with 
love, joy, Torah, and good spirits can alter fate and change lives.

One of the most critical characters of the story is the innkeeper. Though never explicitly mentioned, the 
innkeeper creates and maintains the space where joy and meaning are made. Along with the innkeeper, 
of course, comes the inn, a space made sacred by people changing each other’s lives within it. This past 
year, we settled into our renovated sanctuary and social hall and, this summer, we look forward to the 
construction of new spaces for gathering. A congregation needs people like the Hasids of the story 
who help bring meaning to everyday events, and leaders like the rabbi who can organize and inspire 
them. We also need spaces that are safe, comfortable, and easy to access, so we can all play a role in 
the critical work of lifting each other’s spirits. This past year, and likely the one to come, finds us seeking 
opportunities to change our lives for the better.

For this Annual Report, we asked Sinai program leaders to reflect on the past year and highlight the 
spaces within which they have found strength and community. Curiously, when God calls Abraham 
into divine service for the first time in Parashat Lech Lecha, God sends him “to the place that I will show 
you.” The ambiguity is important, if initially unsettling, because it allows for flexibility, divine-human 
collaboration, and room to grow regarding the specifics of the space and its use. Abraham’s story and 
ours would quickly lose interest and purpose without “the place.” As we’ve learned over the past two 
years, sacred space can take many forms; sometimes, it’s not even a physical place at all. Take a look 
further into these pages at the sacred places you’ve known and the ones our fellow members can show 
you. With best wishes for a good summer and gratitude for another year of community well lived.

– Rabbi Jonathan Roos
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SINAICARES

In the past year, as people started to feel more 
comfortable leaving their homes, SinaiCares 
volunteers returned to the roads of DC and 
Montgomery County to bring comfort and cheer 
to our members. Challah, yahrzeit candle, and baby 
basket drop-offs restarted in January 2022, with a crop 
of new and seasoned volunteers making deliveries to 
members across town. For Purim, volunteers delivered 
55 mishloach manot bags to members we thought 
would most benefit from a special touch. Members 
expressed their gratitude for this outreach by calling, 
e-mailing, and sending cards.

It was more challenging to connect one-on-one, in 
person, to share stories and news. But it did happen 
on a limited basis. A few volunteers were able to 

arrange visits—in gardens and courtyards, at outdoor 
restaurants and indoors with masks.

In a time especially dependent on high-tech 
communication, SinaiCares relied on two old-
fashioned means of communication over the past 
year: the telephone and the mail. Staff and clergy 
called members throughout the year just to check 
in and say hello, as we knew that so many of our 
members were going days without seeing other 
people. Our youngest religious school students made 
winter greeting cards and mailed them to some of our 
older members, sharing just a little bit of light in the 
dark winter days. 

– Karen Auerbach (staff)

SHABBAT BEYOND THE TEMPLE

Services at senior living facilities were mostly halted when the 
pandemic began. Governed by CDC guidelines, residents were 
often confined to their rooms when case numbers rose in their 
facility. Outdoor activities are not the option they are with 
younger, more mobile populations. Happily, independent and 
assisted living facilities re-opened for volunteer-led programs, and 
Friday afternoon and evening Shabbat services are starting back 
up. Sunrise on Connecticut Avenue invited me back for their small 
group of Jewish residents, and Friendship Terrace, an independent 
living community, has a group of 12 or more residents eager 
to gather, pray and have challah and wine. The Five Star Premier Residences on Connecticut Ave has a larger, 
active group of Jewish residents that Temple Sinai clergy and members have served for many years. Temple Sinai 
member Tom Plotz started bringing services to them. 

As we have for many years, the Feinstein family, Ted Rosen, and I conducted Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur 
services for a large group of Five Star residents and their families. On Rosh HaShanah, Ted and I were inside, 
while the Feinstein family chose to creatively lead the service from the outdoor patio for the residents indoors.

Temple Sinai is fortunate to have these relationships with nearby senior living facilities and to be called on as 
a close-by resource for their Jewish residents. Additional temple members interested in leading these services 
would be welcome. 

– Ginny Levin

CONNECTING
IN THE COMMUNITY
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CONNECTING 
WITH COMMITTEES

MUSIC COMMITTEE

Even with some detours due to the pandemic, the Music Committee continued its commitment to 
incorporating creative music into the temple’s worship experience, both virtually and in person.

We were thrilled that a streamlined choir was able to be back in person this year at the High Holy Day 
services. Singing in the newly renovated sanctuary, the choir members wore masks, as did all the musicians. 
Congregants who weren’t able to attend the service could watch it virtually. The music in the sanctuary 
continued with house band Middle Matzah Conspiracy bringing their special brand of ruach to the 
Chanukah service in December 2021. 

Shabbat Shira, the Sabbath of Song, is always a special musical event, traditionally taking place in January or 
February. Past services have featured musicians ranging from klezmer to gospel to bluegrass, to name but 
a few. This year’s event will take place on Friday, June 17. Entitled “On a Swing and a Prayer,” it will feature 
jazz pianist Wayne Wilentz and his band, as well as the Temple Sinai choir. This will be followed by a festive 
oneg, in both the Social Hall and the outdoor patio venue, so people can stay socially distanced. 

– Stephanie Lebow and Myra Weinberg

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Over the past year, the Temple Sinai Membership 
Committee worked to welcome and integrate our 
new members into our congregation in various 
spaces. We revamped our new member welcome 
bags to contain newly-minted Temple Sinai swag, a 
home baked treat, challah, fresh flowers, grape juice, 
and wine—everything families need to celebrate 
Shabbat in the space of their own homes. We took 
advantage of Temple Sinai’s beautiful sukkah to hold 
an outdoor new member reception. Clergy, board 
members and new members mingled in person over 
snacks and crafts for kids. 

By Chanukah, our gathering space had started to 
shift. We were able to welcome our new members 
at an indoor/outdoor Chanukah celebration, with 
services indoors in the social hall and sufganiyot and 
hot drinks outdoors on the tented patio. We initiated 
a buddy program to match new families with more 

seasoned member families, so that in the absence of 
in-person programming at the temple, some of our 
families could begin to forge new connections. 

Over Zoom, three members who work in the college 
admissions field hosted a panel on the impact of 
Covid on college admissions. This panel was an 
opportunity for Temple Sinai parents with high 
school-aged kids to come together in a virtual space 
to learn about and discuss a topic that is can be 
quite anxiety provoking for parents. Also over Zoom, 
we organized a member-moderated, year-long 
discussion group of Abigail Pogrebin’s book, My 
Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew. While 
the group starting on Zoom, their space shifted from 
virtual to in-person, with the group meeting live for 
the first time in April.

– Andrea Dettelbach & Karen Auerbach (staff)
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DAYTIMERS COMMITTEE

During the past year, the DayTimers Committee has conducted at least one program a month on Zoom, 
usually on the second Monday of the month.  The programs are open to anyone who’s available at our 
1:00PM start time.  Subjects this year included U.S. political issues, Israel, Jewish culture and history, social 
action, and other timely and relevant subjects.  Our excellent speakers, both congregants and others, have 
presented to audiences from 60 to 100 people, Temple Sinai members and others.  Here are a few of our 
speakers from last year:

Our meetings have been on Zoom both this year and last year, and have helped the temple maintain 
contact with the members of the congregation during this difficult time.  We’ve received comments about 
the important role that DayTimers has played in keeping congregants in touch with others as well as 
keeping them informed.  We hope to return to monthly meetings at Temple Sinai, and also to maintain our 
Zoom options. 

– Ron Merrill

Temple Sinai's 
own Rabbi Noah 
Diamondstein

Brad Townsend 
from the Center for 
Climate and Energy 
Solutions

Lawrence Norden 
from the Brennan 
Center for Justice at 
NYU Law

Sandra L. Jackson 
from House of Ruth

Amy Howe from 
SCOTUSblog

Eleanor Clift from 
MSNBC and The 
Daily Beast

TEMPLE SINAI J STREET CHAPTER

The Temple Sinai J Street Chapter was established in December 2021 in the midst of the pandemic.  We 
started with a core group of 12 temple members who have been active in J Street activities as individuals, 
but who had not come together as a group.  Our purpose is to energize discussion in the congregation 
about issues related to Israel and to promote the foundational values of Israel as the home of the 
Jewish people and a democracy for all inhabitants of Israel. Temple Sinai has a long history of engaging 
congregants with Israel through education and trips.  The congregation also has a long history of social 
justice and the work of the Temple Sinai J Street chapter combines these two commitments.  

All of our meetings have been on Zoom, which likely increased participation for a new group getting 
started.  Discussions have been robust.  We jumped into planning four annual programs.  The first virtual 
program about Israel’s de facto annexation of the West Bank was held on March 1, 2022 with 50 people 
attending.  Our second virtual program on April 24, 2022 focused on building peace through environmental 
cooperation in the Middle East. So, we are off to a great start.  We hope that our enthusiasm is contagious 
and that many more Sinai members join our J Street chapter and attend our programs in the future.  

– Robert Snyder
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HOW FAR WE’VE COME

Nearly five years ago, as we approached the 70th anniversary of the Temple Sinai community, we launched 
an ambitious campaign, the Honor our Heritage, Build our Future Campaign for Temple Sinai, to fortify our 
community for the next 70 years. We want to thank the over 500 families who have joined together to make 
gifts and pledges towards this goal.

Sanctuary and Social Hall Renovation

Our sanctuary and other gathering spaces shape the way we worship, learn, and interact as a community.  
Over the past two years, we’ve had only limited access to our spaces.  But we were able to complete Phase 
1 of our campaign in the summer of 2021, with the renovation of the Sanctuary, Social Hall, and related 
upgrades.  We returned to our Sanctuary space for the High Holidays in 2021, with a refreshed space that 
exceeded our expectations—a sweeping, more accessible bimah, brilliant lighting, and comfortable, 
flexible seating.

The Davis Center

Through the campaign, we also raised over $500,000 to launch the Davis Center for 
Social Justice and to continue and enhance the social justice work of the Temple Sinai 
community. The mission of the Davis Center is to repair the world through bold action, 
learning, and advocacy and strengthen the sense of community and purpose among 

Temple Sinai’s members, its partners and the wider community. You can learn more about the Davis Center 
and how to get involved by visiting daviscenter.org.

We want to thank the congregation for its patience. Just as we were about to begin construction and enter 
our final phase of fundraising in the spring of 2020, the pandemic turned all of our lives upside down. Not 
knowing what the future held and wanting to keep all in our community focused on our individual and 
collective health and safety, we paused the campaign.

CONNECTING IN OUR RENOVATED BUILDING:
HONOR OUR HERITAGE, BUILD OUR FUTURE
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WHERE WE’RE GOING

Planning is now underway to break ground on the second phase of 
the renovation project in summer of 2022. This involves building the 
new southwest addition that shifts the entrance closer to the parking 
lot, making the educational wing more secure for our children and 
families, and adding new flexible spaces for informal gathering, programs, 
meetings, and learning. Our revised plans include a large second floor 
terrace that will allow for outdoor gathering within the security of the 
building. The second phase also includes extensive exterior work in the 
southwest portion of the temple property to capture storm-water runoff, 
enhance access, and beautify the site.

We have established a revised campaign goal of $12 million+ (or $2 
million+ more than our original goal) to keep our project on track to 
reach our congregational goals. We would love to meet with interested 
congregants to share more about the Phase 2 renovation and expansion 
details and to discuss how they can help inspire the Temple Sinai 
community by supporting the campaign.

If you have yet to participate in the campaign, we hope you will join us in 
building the future of Temple Sinai. If you have already given or pledged 
to the campaign, we hope you will consider enhancing your gift or pledge 
to help ensure the success of Phase 2.

– Naomi Camper & Andrew Engel

CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW

Facilities: Renovate, Expand, & 
Improve

As a result of the pandemic, we 
split our construction into two 
phases. Phase 1, the Sanctuary 
& Social Hall renovation, was 
completed in fall 2021. Phase 
2, the southwest addition, will 
begin summer 2022 with a 
target completion date of 2023.

Sustaining Innovative 
Programming & Clergy Support

We established a Sustaining 
Fund to bolster funding for 
three areas of need: social 
action (established as The Davis 
Center for Social Justice at 
Temple Sinai), pastoral care, and 
clergy support.

Sinai Annual Fund

Annual Membership 
commitments alone do 
not cover the full cost of 
maintaining Temple Sinai’s 
robust programs and services. 
The Sinai Annual Fund helps 
to bridge that gap. We have 
recommended to campaign 
donors that they include Sinai 
Annual Fund donations in their 
campaign pledge.

Fundraising (as of April 1, 2022)
• 500+ donors have 

pledged or given to the 
campaign

• $10.3 million+ pledged to 
the campaign

• 15 donors increased 
their pledges for a total 
of $400,000 additional 
support

• $7.1 million+ received
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$75,000-$99,999
Raanan Weintraub Baratz & Michael 

Baratz
Victoria Bor & David DuGoff
Deutsch Family Foundation
Natalie Lichtenstein & Willard Tom
Salicki
John & Diane Yochelson

$50,000-$74,999
Karen & Kent Allen
The Ammerman Family Foundation, 

in memory of Harvey & Lenell 
Ammerman

Anonymous (3)
Carole & Nicholas Brand
Anthony J. Ciccone & Robin L. Glantz
The Fratkin Family
Nancy Golding & Bob Hartheimer
Ellen Goldmuntz & Jay Slater
Craig Hillman/Joyce Raynor
Jill Lesser & Jonathan Diesenhaus
Mark J. Levine & Sara Imershein
Nancy Liebermann & Joe Godles
Syma & Martin Mendelsohn
Jenifer & Aaron Panner
Dr. & Mrs. William Polk
Catherine A. Ribnick
Schwartz Family
Helen & Dan Sonenshine
Michael & Apple Sussmann
Temple Sinai Nursery School
Howard Widra & Beth Redlich
Anne Witkowsky & John Barker
Irene & Alan Wurtzel
Lynda & Joseph Zengerle

$25,000-$49,999
Cecily E. Baskir & John A. Freedman
Susan Berger
Emily & Adam Berman
Samuel Bleicher
Judith Harkavy Bor
Stacey Brandenburg & Derek Ludwin
Hillary & Matthew Brill
The Brotman Family
The Connors Opinsky Family
Arielle & Gerry Dorros
Hope Eastman
Debra & David Eichenbaum
The Feinberg Family
John P. Feldman & Liz Olfe Feldman
Lena & Matthew Frumin
Marjorie & Gilbert Geldon
Dana Gershon & Rabbi Jonah Pesner
Kevin & Laura Hardy
John & Stephanie Hellerman
Katie & Andrew Herman
The Hoffman-Emerson Family, in 

memory of Robert J. Hoffman

Ann Ingram
Erik S. Jaffe & Christine T. Mahoney
Jim Jaffe & Leslie Sewell
Marvin & Madeleine Kalb
Jonathan & Lisa Kanter
Jeffrey Kessler & Susan Stein Kessler
Peter R. Kolker
Peter & Judy Kovler
Greg & Kuri Levine
Deborah Lewis & Leon Dayan 
Deborah & Robert Litt
Aleta Margolis & Michael Brodsky
Stephen C. Messner & Elizabeth 

Prelinger
Steve Metalitz & Kit Gage
Mr. & Mrs. William Passer
Michael & Jill Phillips
Rabbi Fred N Reiner & Susan M. Liss
Vivian Riefberg
The RISS Foundation
Elizabeth & Rabbi Jonathan Roos
Ted & Linda Rosen
Dan & Flo Rosenblum
Stephen & Helene Sacks
Nancy Sanders
Edward & Kathryn Schwartz
Marsha Shaines & Robert Loesche
Robert Snyder & Carol Green
Marcie Solomon
Temple Sinai Men of Reform Judaism
D. Jean Veta & Mary Ann Dutton
Gail Weinmann & Nathan Billig
Philip West & Barbara Yellen
Peter Winkler & Barbara Kraft
Rosann Wisman & Michael Lilek
Miriam Daniel, Larry Wolff & Gerard 

Daniel* 
The Zelin Family

$5,000-$24,999
Mike Abramowitz & Susan Baer
Jeffrey & Ellen Agler, in memory of 

Talia Agler
Jeffrey Alpher & Haley Kaufman
Anonymous (7)
David & Ari Antonelli
Lauren Aronson & Rob Hendin
Jonathan Baker & Susan Hammond
Norma & Rabbi Donald Berlin
The Berlowe Binder Family
Lori Berman & Jack Deutsch
Annie Binder & Michael Kubzansky
Steven & Lisa Bleckner
Wendy Bogart
Amy Borrus & Rich Miller
Ravelle Brickman
The Brooker Family
Ann & Ken Brown
Jill & Daniel Chenok
Nat Cohen & Lynn Parseghian

Rich Cohen & Lyn Schlitt
The Coleman Family
Cynthia Cook & Meyer Kestnbaum
Mark Cymrot & Janinne Dall ‘Orto
Mark & Andrea Dettelbach
Susan & Charles Edson, in honor 

of the Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin 
Edson Blier

Marc F. Efron
Suzanne Eichhorn & Lew Priven
Lucy Eldridge & Larry Freedman
Phyllis & Steven Fagell
Betty Ferber
Nathan & Esther Finkelstein
Anne & Burton Fishman
Laura Forman & Richard Bender
Debbie & Nick Fox
Jonathan & Sharon Franklin
Michael Fuchs & Myra Jacobs
Frank & Ann Gilbert
Betty Ginsburg
Cynthia A. & Leonard M. Glassman
Andrew Goldsmith & Miriam Fishman
The Goldsmith-Rosenthal Family
Andrew Goldstein & Julie Rawe
Rabbi Hannah Goldstein & Josh 

Friedman
Mitchell Goldstein & Susan Schiffer
Joan K. Goldwasser
David & Cathy Goldwyn
Ilana & Scott Gordon
Steven & Bonny Gordon
The Gordon/Horowitz Family
Valerie Green
Sally Greenberg & Abbe Smith
Peter & Shari Gronvall
Steven Guttentag & Stacy Winick
Reta Guttman* 
Leslie Hall & Bill Busis
Jim & Niesa Halpern
Robert & Jill Hazan
Ben Hecht & Lynn Leibovitz
Ellen Heiman
Lauren & Glen Howard
Sandra Hughes
The Ingber Family
Deborah Jospin
Laura & Ted Kalick
Naomi Karp & David Wessel
Jennifer & Gregory Kaufmann
Julia & Matt Kepniss
Sarah & Israel Klein
Steve Klitzman & Justine Lisser
Barbara & Norman Knopf
Laura Kumin & Kevin Mulshine
Ellen Kurlansky & Lawrence Mishel
Family of Amy Kurtz & Joe Fuld
Sally & Richard Levie
Bonnie Levin & Jon Haber
Ginny Levin & Bruce Vinik

Ariel & Rachel Levinson-Waldman
Marion Ein Lewin
Frank Liebermann
Karen Litsinger & Dominic Crapuchet
Julie & Andrew Mannes
The Marcus Foundation
Meredith Margolis & Gary 

Goodweather
Scott Mezistrano & Jeff Kaye
Anne & Robert Molofsky
Beverly & Mark Nadel
Nicholson-Beaver Family
David Ohrenstein & Wendy Eaton
Matt Pachman & Marcy Berman
Morris Panner & Nancy Jardini
Perry Pockros & Patricia Neuman
Linda B. Popejoy & Seth Drew Speyer
Sarah Bloom Raskin & Jamie Raskin
David & Jo Ann Reiss
Elizabeth Rose & Richard Jerome
Barbara Rosenbaum & Robert 

Feldhuhn
Rosentover-Weinberger Family
Karen Rothenberg & Jeffrey Seltzer
David Saperstein & Ellen Weiss
Amy I. Schear
Lois J. Schiffer
Sue & Steve Schiffman
Mr. Jonathan Schiller
Richard & Joyce Schwartz
Meg Seldin & Reuben Altizer
Gary & Caryn Seligman
Michael Sibarium & Laura Govoni-

Sibarium
Daniel & Katherine Simon
Claudia Simons, Alan Korn, & 

Benjamin Korn
Ann Sloane
Allen & Susan Snyder
Steven Snyder & Deborah Eichhorn
Sobel-Critchley Family
Tara Sonenshine & Gary Friend
Marjorie H. Sonnenfeldt
Kathryn & Mark Spindel
The Steel Family
Sue Steinman & Steve Heyman
Richard A. Steinwutrzel
David M. Stevens & Linda A. Wymbs
Andrea Stone & Stephen Zuckerman
Joanne Tanner & Rob McGarrah
Darrell & Deborah Tanno
Howard Tarnoff & Robyn Miller-Tarnoff
Michael*  & Allison Tierney
Seth & Jan Tievsky
Helen Trilling
Seth & Lisa Tucker
Ruth Uhlmann & Craig Mathews 
Nelly Urbach
Rob Vogel & Bonnie Malkin
Lance & Meredith Wade

HONOR OUR HERITAGE, BUILD OUR FUTURE CORNERSTONE DONORS ($100,000+)
Esthy* & James Adler

Anonymous (4)
Karen Barr & Andrew Engel

Elaine Kotell Binder & Richard Binder
The Brickman Family

Naomi & Clarke Camper
Edward B. Cohen & Charlene Barshefsky

Timothy S. Davis

Isabel (“Liz”) Dunst
Michelle & Glenn Engelmann

Andrew Gilman & Dianne Rudo
Gorelick-Waldhorn Family Fund

Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe
The Leibenluft Family

Sarah Binder & Forrest Maltzman
David Marchick & Pamela Kurland

Libby & Ronald Merrill

Herbert*  & Barbara Mintz
Arnold, Diane, & Geraldine*  Polinger

Thorn & Sharis Pozen
Peter Scher & Kim Tilley

Lafe Solomon & Cam Crockett
Temple Sinai Women of Reform Judaism

John & Ellen Villa
Marc Zwillinger & Kirsten Chadwick
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Karen & Darwin Walker
Kip Weissman & Kathy Balog
The Werner Family
Gail & Barry Wides
Susan Schwartz Wildstrom
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Workman
Dr. Robert Zeskind & Maryetta 

Andrews-Sachs

$1,800-$4,999
Anonymous
Susana Raquel Berger & Ashley Baia
Lois Berkowitz
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein & Henry 

Winokur
Philip Birnbaum
Dr. David & Mrs. Anne Brill
Dana Brusca & Colin Watson
Stephanie Chaplin
Cantor Laura Croen & Mark Erlich
Victoria Croog
Anne Falk
Gary Falk
Don Fishman & Sonya Schwartz
Barbara & Herb*  Franklin
Joshua, Rebecca, Samantha, & 

Natalie Gordon
Michael & Marcia Greenberger
Carolyn Gruber
Haya & Jeffrey Hakim
Judith N. Herr & Robert J. Samuelson
Ali & Barry Hurewitz
Michael Isenman & Allison Mostow
Susan Jakes & Jeffrey Prescott
Matthew Jessup & Zena Carmel-

Jessup
Michael & Jean Kaliner
Ron Kimball & Ellen Ostrow
Ellen & William Kominers
Kenneth & Audrey Kramer
Lon Levin
Marci Levin & Joel Resnick
David Leviss & Elena Boley & Family
Edward Levy
Judge Alan & Elizabeth Lourie
Stephanie Lowet & Ames Gross
Benita Alk Lubic
Adam & Olga Lurie
The Magnus Family
Tracy & Billy Mann
Lisa Marcus, David Levine & Family
Larry & Rochelle Margasak
Mitchell & Michele Miller
Nicole & Joshua Mintz
Beth W. Newburger
Debbie & Adam Rappaport
Marc & Lauren Regardie
Steven Riskin & Claudine Isaacs
Jennifer Rudy & Seth Krevat
Melinda Salzman & Sherman Edwards
Joyce & Lester Scall
Julie & Mark Schuman
Zerek Schwartz & Cantor Rebecca 

Robins
Rita & Bob Siegle
Don & Judy Squires
Bob & Jinny Stern
Amy K. Taylor
Barbara Tenenbaum
Laura Trivers & Mark Harkins
Philip Webre & Jayne Shister
Julius Weiss & Amanda MacDonald
The Zaft/Chlopak Family, in honor of 

Olivia Zaft’s Bat-Mitzvah

Beverly Zweiben

Up to $1,800
John Adamovich & Rachel Miller
Ira & Joy Adler
Jeremy Alper & Jody Feder
Jamie Agins & Robert Greenberg
Nick Anderson & Esther Schrader
Anonymous (12)
Cherrill Anson
Steve Asin & Paula Sweeney
Jane Axelrad
Joan Bardach
Helen Barold, in honor of the Bat 

Mitzvah of Rachel Barold
Deborah Barr* 
Michael & Marilyn Barth
Ruth Baker Battist
Michelle Becker & David Glanz
Jeremy & Alisa Ben-Ami
Noah Benjamin
Barbara & Eric*  Bergman
Howard & Carolyn Bernstein
Mara Bralove & Ari Fisher
Leah Brasch & Dan Koch
Marilyn & Ross Brown
Marty Burns & Wendy Kahn
Anne Cauman & Martin White
Brian & Stephanie Chernoff
Stephen Chertkof & Elizabeth Cullen
Bob & Janis Colton
Michelle Cooper & Daniel Neustadt
Bob & Ellen Croog
Rebecca & Andrew Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Davis
DayTimers
Jean & Gary Diamond
Nicole Donath & Sean Lev
Edward Ehrenberg*  & Barbara 

Stolov
Joe Ersek & Rachel Landau
David & Jane Fairweather
Alan Farkas
Mike & Doris Feinsilber
Barney & Patrice Feinstein
Kim Feinstein
Dan Feldman & Gayle Weiswasser
Lance Ferderer
Ellen Fern & Brett O’Brien
The Feuer Family
Ray & Sharon Fields
Jena Fields & Dan Ekstein
Harold & Arlene Finger
Flavelle Family
Gail Fleder
Kristin Fogle, in memory of Marvin Kranz
Harold Freilich & Susan Edelheit
Daniel & Margery Friedman
Mark & Rachel Friedman
Michael Friedman
Rabbi Steve Garten, Lisa Hans, & 

Alyza Weinberg
Rivka Garver
Rita A. Gaylin
Kenneth Geller & Judith Ratner
Tamar Gendler
Robin B. Gerber
Catherine Hefternan Gibson & Micah 

Gibson
Mark & Susan Ginsburg
Andrew Glickman & Julie Cohen
Andrew & Aviva Goldfarb
Ross Goldman & Lauren Roth

Jordan Goldstein & Hillary Davidson
Michele Greenstein & Paul Coviello, 

in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Julia Coviello

Elaine Greenstone
Alan, Sara, Carly, Noah Gregerman, 

& Lisa Otterström
The Shreve Greiff Family
Richard & Carol Gross
Yevgeny Gurevich & Marina Fishbein
Joe & Merna Guttentag
Andrea Harnett & Benjamin Fisherow
The Hauptman Family
Ira & JoAnn Heiman
Cantorial Soloist Robyn Helzner
Craig Iscoe & Rosemary Hart
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jablon
Julian & Celia Josephs
Jay Josephs
Barbara & John Jost
Christina Joy
Jonathan & Cheri Kamin
Irving E. Kaminsky
Hugh & Caroline Kaplan
Helaine Klasky & William Wechsler
William & Better Kramer
Aaron & Charlotte Kramer
Johanna & Adam Kreisel
Stephen & Amy Kroll, in memory of 

Milton & Beatrice Kroll
Morris Krucoff* 
Adam Krulewitz & Deena Feinstein 

Krulewitz
Christopher & Kimberly Kubler
Cheryl Kurss
Michael Landweber & Gillian Flory
Ellen Lazarus
Ed & Stephanie Lebow
Dr. Joshua Leifer & Mrs. Randy 

Brenner-Leifer
Rebecca Kapell Leigh
Jennifer & Glenn Leon
Sue Levine & Leon Fink
Carin & Jason Levine
Elliott & Judith Lichtman
Esther Lipman
Benjamin & Saskia Loewy
Miguel Lopez Forastier & Peta Hellmann
Benjamin & Chris Lourie
Erin & Owen Lourie
Amy & Andrew Mack
John & Jennifer Mallon
Jeremy & Mia Marcus
Matthew Mariani & Meredith Josephs
Mark & Sharon Masling
Mark Matulef & Dolores Acquista
Jaime & Joe McKenna, in memory of 

Fulton Katz
Laura Blum Meisnere & Robert 

Meisnere
Barry Merrill, in honor of Ron Merrill
June Miller
Mark Moskovitz & Kathryn Mannes
Phyllis & Sumner*  Myers
Judy Neri*
Don Nesbeth
Monroe & Rosalind Neuman
Nancy Olins
Larry Ottinger & Cinthia Schuman 

Ottinger
Nancy Furman Paul & Marc Paul
Jeffrey Peck & Lisa Vigdor-Peck
Debra & Jonah Perlin

Victoria J Perry
Robert & Nessa Peters
Andrea & Brian Polsky, in memory of 

Larry Willis
Elia Powers & Mara Gandal-Powers
The Reisman Family
Jim & Jody Reitzes
Jonathan Rich & Anna Swerdel
Michael & Gretchen Robbins
Julie Rosenthal
Rabbi Adam Rosenwasser & 

Shalom Rosenberg
Larry & Margy Ross
Erica Sawyer
Reggie Schatz
Deborah & Howard Scheck
Mark & Susan Schneider
Julie Guerrero Schor & Justin B. Shor
Aaron Schuham & Christopher Anders
Robin B. Schwartzman
Sandra Schwarzbart
Susan & George Schwelling
Ann Shalleck & James Klein
Barbara Shapiro
Audrey Sheppard
Mindy Sherman, in memory Jennette 

& Max Sherman
Shmuel Shoham & Ruth Polk
Kenneth Simonson & Jan Solomon
Daniel & Maxine Singer
Gertrude Slifkin
Virginia Sloss
Craig & Jessica Smith
Claire Snyder
Janet Shatz Snyder
Deborah Solomon & Jed Graham
Michael & Amy Solomon
Ed & Sarah Spector
Helen & George Steinheimer, in 

honor of the 40th Anniversary of 
Carole & Nicholas Brand

Adam & Anita Stoll
David Stoopler & Natalie Orpett
Sarah Struble & Matt Handverger
Daniel & Veronica Suleiman
Ronny & Hannah Tabeka
Stanley Talpers* 
Maxine & Paul Teller
TSWRJ Board Members, in honor of 

Nancy Liebermann & Lisa Tucker
Debbie & Henry Tyrangiel
Dr. Douglas Usher & Dr. Libbie Rifkin
Annie L. Vinik & James Lawrence
Paulis Waber & Rod Cash
Jeffrey Wagner & Nancy Leopold
Todd & Emily Waldman
Waterman Broadcasting in memory 

of Selma Tannenwald
Jeffrey & Myra Weinberg
Robert Weinberger & Jennefer 

Hirschberg
Richard & Joann Weiner
Becky & Matt Wexler
Ross Wiener & Melike Oncu
John & Phyllis Wimberly
Chip Wright & Marcy Harrison
Suzan Wynne
Rochelle Zeidman & Andrew Resnick
Regina, Micah, & Shira Ziegler
Nancy Zuckerbrod & Michael Roark

* Of Blessed Memory
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CONNECTING IN THE
TEMPLE SINAI LIBRARY

NEW FRIENDS ON TEMPLE SINAI PLAYGROUND

When Cantor Robins starting hosting Tot Playdates 
twice a month on Saturday mornings on the 
Temple Sinai playground, the library asked to 
piggyback on her plan with a free book giveaway 
basket. On the Wednesdays before a playdate, we 
pack the basket full and then eagerly check back 
on Monday to see how many books have found 
new homes with the participating families. Not 
only is this an opportunity to continue the fun of 
the playdate in the car ride home and beyond, but 
we hope it is a way to engender a life-long love of 
reading among our youngest congregants.

CREATING A COMMUNITY IN ZOOM

With the closing of Temple Sinai, the library committee lost its weekly chance to work together in the library. 
But the loss was so much more than just the activity; during this time of massive upheaval, we needed the 
connection with our community to help pull us through. We reconnected over Zoom. We shared stories 
about how the pandemic was impacting our lives, how we were coping, and yes, how we could continue 
to keep the library functioning despite the fact that we weren’t in the building. And, interestingly, it was 
in this virtual realm that our connections grew even stronger. Pre-pandemic, some volunteers came in 
on Mondays, some on Wednesdays. We all had our own projects. Of course, we visited, but we were also 
working independently. The pandemic not only closed the temple, but so many other activities, so suddenly 
we were all able to meet at the same day and time. This regular weekly interaction became a touchstone as 
we navigated our new realities. 

In addition to our weekly Zoom committee meetings, the library regularly sponsors five book discussions 
a year with Rabbi Hannah Goldstein. The pivot to online offered unexpected rewards. Individuals who 
previously had found it hard to come to the temple for these discussions were now able to participate. The 
ability to have meaningful discussions on Zoom could have been a stumbling block, but Rabbi Goldstein 
handled it with grace, calling on attendees so that everyone could participate. An added benefit was that 
voices were amplified and clearly heard by everyone. It proved a meaningful way to connect and share with 
other book lovers.
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OPENING UP THE LIBRARY

We were honored when the temple leadership selected our small group to be a pioneer in testing a return 
of committees to working onsite in the building. Starting first with one day a week, we are now back to our 
regular Monday and Wednesday gatherings. Of course, it has been a delight to be reunited with the books 
and to be able to see each other in person, albeit behind masks. But even better, we were able to reinstate 
borrowing. Congregants email librarian Ruth Polk when they want to borrow a book, and she or a volunteer 
prepares the book for contactless, curbside pickup from the book cart that is outside the main entrance 
Monday through Friday from 9 to 4, except for holidays. 

We also partnered with the Temple Sinai Nursery School to offer “Book Bundles” of holiday-themed 
picture books. Each selection of five to six books is packaged in a primary-colored bag that the nursery 
school distributes to the families who request them. Through emails with the families, Ruth has been able to 
forge new personal connections with pre-school families. 

With the library being quieter than usual, this has been a perfect time for us to tackle our collection 
of Hebrew and Yiddish Books. These books had been languishing in the library and we wanted to find 
an institution that would have the infrastructure to preserve and share them. We partnered with Rabbi 
Emeritus Fred N. Reiner and congregants Jay Slater and Henry Tyrangiel to sort the books. As the project 
progressed and we realized that we had over 400 books on the top shelves of our stacks, Ruth reached out 
to the Yiddish Book Center in Massachusetts. Emily Mazza, a fellow at the Center, was able to come to the 
library to evaluate the collection. She ended up taking over 50 books to add to the Yiddish Book Center’s 
collection. She also connected us with other institutions that might be interested in the Hebrew books. Most 
gratifying to the members of the library committee was finding a home for many of these “orphans.” What 
binds us on the committee is our love of books. Once opened, a book springs to life. The thoughts, ideas, 
and stories which lay dormant within the covers suddenly are awakened with just the touch of a finger. 
And to know that these books, written in languages we can’t read, will find recipients who can and will read 
them, makes our efforts all the more worthwhile.

– Sue Levine, Mitch Miller, Ruth Polk

"Pioneers" Joan Goldwasser, Ruth Polk, and Sue Levine together in the 
library (l to r).

Emily Mazza from the Yiddish Book Center evaluates the library's 
collection of Yiddish books.
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CONNECTING WITH TEMPLE SINAI
MEN & WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM

As the chair of the Temple Sinai Women of Reform Judaism (TSWRJ) Fund Drive for the Capital Area Food 
Bank, I spearheaded the temple’s efforts to raise money for much-needed nutritious food for our food 
insecure neighbors. The need for the food provided by these funds escalated during the pandemic.  I 
witnessed the astounding generosity of our temple community as we responded to the call time and time 
again, both during our annual High Holy Day fundraisers, and during an additional emergency winter fund 
drive we held during the height of the pandemic.  I felt connected to our temple members and proud of all 
of us as together we embraced our local community during a time of tremendous need.  

– Michelle Engelmann

The Temple Sinai Men of Reform Judaism (TSMRJ or The Brotherhood) started the year with high hopes, 
with a planning meeting held in person at the Parthenon restaurant as the pandemic seemed to have 
subsided. Just a couple weeks later, the Delta variant hit, forcing us to cancel or rethink the events we only 
recently planned. Still, we soldiered on.

In late September, we held a successful in-person Scotch tasting in the Sukkah, with quite a few people 
there attending their first Brotherhood event.

In October, a group competed in Trivia Night at the World of Beers in Bethesda. But with the Omicron 
variant solidly taking hold, some people felt uncomfortable participating indoors. Those of us who stayed 
did well, finishing in 2nd place (and might have taken 1st place if we had someone who could identify 
Margaret Thatcher and Eva and Juan Perón from their wedding pictures).

This concern about indoor events led us to schedule three virtual events: a happy hour in January, another 
trivia night in February, and a poker night in March.

In March 2022, the Brotherhood resumed its traditional role as bartenders for the Adult Purim 
Celebration, picking up where we left off two years earlier, just before the pandemic shut down everything.

While the goal of TSMRJ is to provide an environment of fellowship for men from the congregation, we 
typically welcome all adult congregants to join us. We especially welcome men who can help us with ideas 
and energy to expand what we do.

– Howard Oppenheim

14

ANNUAL REPORT



The Chanukah Mart, truncated though it was, 
offered congregants a way to get together 
virtually in the spirit of the holiday.  TSWRJ 
provided a variety of offerings - a children’s 
authors’ event, co-sponsored by Multiracial 
Sinai, on the day people would have come 
to Temple Sinai for the actual Chanukah 
Mart; online markets for gift and holiday 
items from our vendors and the Judaica 
shop, and the sale of latkes, stuffed cabbage, 
spanikopita, kugel, and Chanukah packages 
of dreidels, gelt, and candles, to help bring 
the community together around our Festival 
of Lights.

The Authors’ Roundtable in March 2022 was 
offered in a hybrid fashion, bringing together 
congregants and friends —online and in 
person - to hear from three noted authors: 
Claudia Kalb, Alisa Parenti, and Jennifer Rubin.

– Carole Brand

In leading the TSWRJ new member committee, I worked closely with the chair of the Temple Sinai 
Membership Committee, Andrea Dettelbach.  We worked to streamline the TSWRJ contribution to the 
new member gifts that are included in the new member welcome bag.  Because of this work, I now receive 
the monthly list of new members from Karen Auerbach. This coordination will be extremely helpful as our 
partnership with the membership committee grows.

-Marjorie Geldon

The Embracing Mikvah project that 
Nancy Liebermann and I chaired for 
Women of Reform Judaism on March 
6 was doubly special. It was the first 
project I had co-chaired since being 
named to the TSWRJ board and the 
first in-person event I'd attended for 
TSWRJ. The program was fascinating 
and so relevant for our progressive 
community, and the most special part 
was finally getting to meet my new 
friends in person. I joined Temple Sinai 
during the pandemic so the in-person 
opportunities have been rare and 
wonderful. I remember sitting with this special group of women, including Rabbi Goldstein, and feeling very 
grateful to this community. 

– Connie Dufner

Left to right: Fran Rothstein, Claudia Kalb, Jennifer Rubin, Alisa Parenti, 
Carole Brand, Andrea Harnett at the 2022 TSWRJ Authors' Roundtable

On April 9, 2022 TSWRJ held a mini retreat at Temple Sinai. About 50 
Sisterfriends participated. We schmoozed, worshiped, ate, and prepared 100 
bags with toiletry items, and a prayer, for women in shelters.
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CONNECTING IN THE 
TEMPLE SINAI NURSERY SCHOOL

The Nursery School joyfully returned to in-person programming at Temple Sinai for 2021-2022, and 
the sounds of the children’s laughter and excited chatter has enlivened our Temple Sinai classrooms, 

hallways, and outdoor spaces.   

Our magnificent faculty, nearly all of whom are long-term 
teachers who returned to TSNS after our year of closure, 
continue to support the children’s engagement in learning 
through play, create opportunities to spark curiosity, 
embrace each child’s sense of wonder, and strengthen 
social connections through trusting and warm relationships.  
Specialists in Music, Movement, and Investigation enrich 
our curriculum with their deep expertise, and our Outdoor 
Classroom and expansive playground have further scaffolded 
the children’s exploration of natural materials and the ways in 
which they experience the world around them.

Robust engagement 
with families on Zoom 
and outside on the 
Patio and on the playground has strengthened our community 
connections. Parent education programs offered in person and 
virtually have allowed us to introduce experts to our community on 
a variety of topics related to child development, and photos and 
blurbs sent home daily by the teachers through a new app have 
kept the home-school connection strong.  Recent celebrations 
of Purim, our March Family Shabbat Sing, and Passover brought 
parents and loved ones into the Social Hall for the first time.

Our Parents’ Association has helped to shape countless 
opportunities for families to engage with one another and with the 
school.  Our parent leaders work tirelessly provide support for our 
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community to come together across the school year, developing and 
distributing new TSNS t-shirt and hat designs, hosting playground 
playdates and other events, supporting monthly tzedakah initiatives, 
delivering challah and art kits to families at home, selling Purim 
treats and Prescription Chicken soup, coordinating Child’s Play 
shopping days and Potomac Pizza nights, developing our 30th 
Anniversary TSNS Cookbook, planning our Spring Soiree, and more.

The Jewish values that resonate throughout our program have been 
exuberantly supported by our talented clergy team, enriching the 
experiences of children and families as our rabbis and cantors lead 
Shabbat Sing on the playground, in the Social Hall, or traveling from 
classroom to classroom.  Donning costumes to join in the Purim 
Parades and Passover Sing Along, meeting children in the sukkah 
and the sanctuary, and  co-hosting parent meetings, the clergy has 
been enmeshed in the life of our school.

This year has posed countless challenges, and it has been through 
the shared commitment of our families, faculty, and staff to our 
community’s health and well-being, along with the ongoing support 
of our temple leadership, that we have been able to continue our 
nursery school programming with minimal interruptions and a whole 
lot of joy.  We are now looking ahead to next year - developing plans 
for programming, enrolling new and returning families, and feeling 
excited for what is to come.

– Ali Hurewitz, Director of Early Childhood Education
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When Temple Sinai Religious School began the school year in October 2021, we expected our year to 
bring us “from Covid to community.” While the pandemic continued to persist and impact how we 

came together, our joy in being together, learning together, and finding a space of significance, belonging, 
and fun together was not. It’s been a great year of creativity and opportunity.

While outdoors and online remained the safest opportunities for students and their families to learn and 
grow, we took advantage of Rock Creek Park and started our year regathering with our 2nd-6th graders 
until we came back to 3100 Military Road, using our online access to keep our students and teachers safe in 
a hybrid model until we all returned back together in February.

This school year also brought the magical addition of B’Yachad to our religious school programming: a 
family Religious School experience for our youngest congregants in kindergarten and 1st grade. Creating 
meaningful Jewish memories together, often outside, it was a truly sweet start to religious school!

Our middle schoolers and high schoolers maximized the opportunities for diverse learning by coming 
together in person or on Zoom for elective-based trimesters of learning for students in grades 7-9. The 
opportunity for meaningful online learning enabled an expansion of our Noar program to include Monday 
evenings, making the schedule more accessible for students and their families.

We’re thrilled to have crossed the bridge from Covid to community, even if the walk looked a bit different 
than we expected! We’re so excited for a summer of fun at Sinai and an awesome new year.

– Cantor Rebecca Robins, Cantor Educator

CONNECTING IN THE 
TEMPLE SINAI RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
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Significance&
Belonging& 
Fun&
TSRS...

...in the sukkah ...in the parking lot

...on the stage ...in Rock Creek Park

...in the sanctuary ...in the social hall
19

2021-2022



Temple Sinai’s social justice and social action work took a big leap forward this year with the launch of the 
Davis Center for Social Justice at Temple Sinai. Thanks to the generosity of the Davis family and other capital 
campaign donors, we have been able to organize all the temple’s social justice work under one umbrella, create 
a new website devoted strictly to the temple’s important social justice work and hire a part-time coordinator to 
facilitate our wealth of activities. We inaugurated the center with an inspiring Shabbat service featuring a sermon 
from Ambassador Rabbi David Saperstein and well wishes from a number of government and community leaders 
from DC and Maryland. Be sure to check out the Davis Center website at www.daviscenter.org.

Of particular note this year, Temple Sinai welcomed a family of Afghan refugees to the US. We are sponsoring the 
Noori family of 6 — providing them with housing, educational, medical and other support. We have assembled 
an impressive team of volunteers eager to do what they can to assist the family in adjusting to their new life. The 
children have all been enrolled in Montgomery County schools, and their dad is working at Walmart while we  
help him seek employment commensurate with his professional work in Afghanistan. Blondy, the asylum seeker 
from the Congo whom Temple Sinai has been sponsoring for the past 3 years, has become totally self-sufficient 
with a fulltime job. He has recently moved into his own apartment. 

We continued to organize and voice our concerns on a wide range of social justice issues. We marched and 
protested for voting rights, protection for immigrants and reproductive health among other issues. Read on about 
the great work of our various initiatives below.

– Glenn Engelmann

CONNECTING IN THE
DAVIS CENTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEMPLE SINAI REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS GROUP

Temple Sinai has an active group of people who support reproductive 
justice. On December 1, 2021 we joined our allies from the RAC and the 
NCJW outside of the Supreme Court to raise our voices as the SCOTUS 
heard the most consequential abortion rights case in generations, the 
Mississippi abortion ban that directly challenges Roe v. Wade.

In February 2022, we listened on Zoom to Faith Williams of the 
National Council of Jewish Women discuss the state of reproductive 
health and the current lack of access to abortion. We also joined a 
virtual WRJ event on the Freedom to Vote and Reproductive Rights 
with Alexis McGill Johnson of Planned Parenthood and other speakers 
including the CEO of the New Georgia Project. We worked with our 
allies at Jews United for Justice (JUFJ) to advocate for support of 
affordable, high-quality early childhood education and full funding for Birth to Three for All DC law. 

– Liz Rose

Temple Sinai’s Reproductive Health and Rights 
group with Cantor Croen and Rabbi Goldstein 
outside of the Supreme Court on December 1, 2021.
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GET OUT THE VOTE (GOTV)

A determined group of over 300 Temple Sinai members banded together in 2020 to ensure that eligible 
voters around the country were registered to vote and had the ability to have their voices heard. Temple 
Sinai joined with the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism and Reclaim Our Vote in this effort. 
Congregants wrote postcards, called and texted to ensure that people knew where and how to register 
to vote. We have re-started this program for the 2022 election and several hundred adult and teen 
congregants are involved in the current effort. 

– Carole Brand

MULTIRACIAL SINAI

Over this past year the activities of Multiracial Sinai 
continued to lift up antiracism and racial equity as 
Jewish values that are central to our identity as a 
multiracial Jewish community. Like many this year, 
we’ve carried on our work through Zoom meetings, 
emails and phone calls. On a practical level, these 
have been the spaces where we’ve connected, 
learned, planned and reflected. On a deeper level, 
the work of Multiracial Sinai is showing up in spaces 
throughout our community.

The mission of Temple Sinai is at the heart of our 
congregation. In that mission, interwoven with 
our commitments to a strong sense of Jewish 
community, personal connections with the clergy, 
and spiritual and intellectual engagement, to 
name a few, is the commitment to undertake 
“transformational internal steps to affirm and 
enhance our identity as a multiracial Reform Jewish 
community.” 

That part of our mission doesn’t stand alone: it 
echoes throughout the core values and programs 
and activities of Temple Sinai. From worship to 
learning to social action, our identity as a multiracial 
and antiracist congregation informs every aspect of 
our shared congregational life. 

In the past year, Multiracial Sinai has expanded 
two collaborative and participatory efforts that 
are enhancing our congregation’s capacity to 
bring a racial equity lens to all aspects of our 
community life, and are increasing our individual 

and collective capacity to understand the impact 
of racism and to develop skills for advancing racial 
equity both in policies and practices, as well as in 
relationships. The first of these, the Racial Equity 
Project, is collaborating with temple committees 
and functional teams to apply our learning about 
the broad impacts of racial bias and explore 
changes that can help remedy those impacts in 
our congregation. The second of these efforts, the 
Building Racial Stamina discussion groups, have 
guided over 125 participants, including the clergy 
and senior staff, in understanding the impact of race 
and in developing skills to engage in conversations, 
relationships and work that further racial justice and 
equity. In addition, to better support Multiracial 
Sinai programming and outreach, Temple Sinai 
established the Multiracial Sinai Fund.

This year has been an important one for Multiracial 
Sinai. Through collaboration and partnership, our 
community is building capacity to be antiracist. 
In this way, the most transformative space where 
Multiracial Sinai is connecting with participants and 
congregants is the space connecting one another, 
whether that’s in the sanctuary, or a classroom, 
or in a Zoom meeting, or standing outside on the 
sidewalk. These are the spaces where our mission 
to undertake transformational steps to affirm and 
enhance our identity as a multiracial Reform Jewish 
community is happening.  

– Cathy Goldwyn and Deitra Reiser
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TEMPLE SINAI GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION GROUP

Despite the pandemic, or, in fact, because of it 
and the rising gun violence it precipitated, the 
Temple Sinai Gun Violence Prevention Group (GVP) 
remained very active and engaged during the past 
year through Zoom, emails and telephone calls. 
Highlights included:

Webinars on implementation of DMV area “extreme 
risk protection orders” (Oct. 14, 2021), how to 
engage the faith community on GVP as part of the 
annual, national meeting of the Center for American 
Progress (Dec. 6, 2021), and pending legislation in 
the Maryland General Assembly to require serial 
numbers on “ghost gun” kits and to strengthen 
Maryland’s child access protection law (March 10, 
2021).

Advocacy in the form of letters, testimony and 
phone calls on various GVP issues before local, state 
and federal authorities.

Managing the DC Area Interfaith Gun Violence 

Prevention Network, which the GVP group 
cofounded in 2017 and is now a coalition of active 
volunteers from over 50 area churches, synagogues 
and mosques. 

Strengthening relationships with national, regional 
and local GVP advocacy groups.

Organizing and contributing to an “Interfaith Toolkit” 
to guide congregations willing to engage in the fight 
for gun safety in America.

Writing and publishing an opinion piece in the 
Washington Post opposing the DC Government 
granting a permit to open a shooting range in 
downtown  Gallery Place. Read it at tinyurl.com/
gvpoped.

For a summary of Temple Sinai GVP activities and 
accomplishments 2016-2021 and plans for 2022 see 
tinyurl.com/gvpreport.

– Steve Klitzman and Sally Greenberg

WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK (WIN)

The energy and focus of Sinai’s Washington Interfaith Network (WIN) Core Team, led by Rabbi Goldstein, 
combined with that of sister congregations in Northwest DC and across the city, made for big impacts 
in 2021-2022.  Along with Adas Israel Congregation, Metropolitan A.M.E. and Varick Mem. A.M.E. Zion, 

Sinai was a foundational member of WIN’s Black Equity Through 
Homeownership (BETH) campaign, and Sinai lay leaders continue 
to contribute expertise to the project. Monthly meetings of the 
WIN Ward 3 Congregations Affordable Housing Work Group are 
ongoing, co-led by Sinai and Adas Israel leaders. Since our Work 
Group’s inception in 2019, St. Columba’s Episcopal and Chevy Chase 
Presbyterian have joined WIN and the Work Group. The January 2022 
WIN Ward 3 Affordable Housing Action with Councilmember Mary 
Cheh gathered more than 470 participants to press WIN’s housing 
and climate justice agendas. We turned out 100 Sinai members for the 
1000-plus person March 20 WIN Citywide Action, where candidates 
for Council Chair, AG and Mayor reacted to WIN’s issues agenda — 

affordable housing, public safety and climate/environmental justice — and committed to meet with WIN if 
they are elected. Sinai’s WIN activities offer opportunities for anti-racist action, deep interfaith dialogue and 
tikkun olam, and are a means to serve as an active, progressive faith voice in our community. 

– Barbara Kraft and Kevin Mulshine

Rabbi Hannah Goldstein and Maddie Feldman 
in the virtual WIN Ward 3 Affordable Housing 
Action on January 23, 2022.
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THE ANNUAL TRICIA DAVIS 5K 
FOR SINAI HOUSE

The race in May 2021 was all virtual 
for the second year in a row due 
to pandemic restrictions. We were 
together in spirit running, walking, 
and celebrating on Mother’s Day. 
Participants shared photos on the 
race website. We are very grateful 
to our generous sponsors, donors, 
and participants who contributed 
more than $130,000 to carry 
on the legacy of Tricia Davis by 
supporting the 5K in the middle 
of a pandemic and surpassing the 
record amount we raised last year! 
The the 8th Annual Tricia Davis 5K 
for Sinai House was in person at 
Rock Creek Park in Washington, DC, 
on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8, 
2022.

CONNECTING WITH
SINAI HOUSE

The Sinai House Homes & Hearts Shabbat service was held in the Temple Sinai 
main sanctuary and streaming online on November 5, 2021. Suzie, a former 
resident who is currently in our post-residency program, gave a very inspiring, 
pre-recorded talk. Elissa and Kaya Ginsky received the Sinai House Hero’s award 
for their volunteer work with Sinai House. There was a well-attended oneg 
outside on the patio with delicious Haitian food to honor Suzie’s heritage. 

By successfully adapting our program to the challenge of the pandemic, all 
four families who lived at Sinai House throughout the pandemic completed the 
residential phase of our program. Three of those families chose to participate in 
our new post-residency program and now have access to two years of services 
from our staff, modest cash assistance for housing costs during the first year, and 
help in connecting to services in their new neighborhoods. 

We took advantage of the rare occurrence of our two empty buildings to refurbish all four apartments and 
made much-needed, extensive repairs to our one-hundred-year-old facilities, including replacement of the 
roof and back deck. We have now welcomed four new families into our refurbished Sinai House. 

– Sinai House Communications Committee

Former Sinai House resident Suzie, 
who spoke at the annual Homes & 
Hearts Shabbat Service.
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW
Fiscal Year June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021
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Why does Temple Sinai need financial support beyond Membership Commitments?

Membership Commitments are the largest and most important source of funds to support temple activities, 
representing 58% of operating revenues in 2020-21.  Generous additional contributions from members 
constitute another 7% of revenues.  In 2020-21, government relief funds helped offset reductions in revenue 
due to Covid, providing 14% of revenues.  Income from our endowment fund and from the Sustaining Fund 
(part of the Campaign for Temple Sinai) provided a total of 6% of revenues.

Personnel costs account for the largest share of expenses, totaling 77% of all operating expense.

Expenses
Administration $1,543,295 30%
Ritual $1,169,163 23%
Facilities & Security $859,684 17%
Religious School & Youth $645,858 12%
Nursery School $639,517 12%
Programs $165,105 3%
URJ Dues $142,667 3%

Total $5.2 Million 100%

What does the money support?

Where does money for temple programs and operations come from?

Revenue
Membership Financial 
Commitment

$2,983,012 58%

Covid Relief Grants $723,527 14%
Religious School & Youth $451,593 9%
Contributions $359,599 7%
Nursery School $192,258 4%
Program Revenues $168,302 3%
Sustaining Fund $139,474 3%
Endowment Income $139,254 3%
Other $23,273 0%

Total $5.2 Million 100%



ARZA FUND
482 members made voluntary contributions to this fund.

RABBI EUGENE LIPMAN SOCIAL ACTION AND 
TZEDAKAH FUND
550 members made voluntary contributions to this fund.

SINAI HOUSE FUND
563 members made voluntary contributions to this fund . 

$ FOR ISRAEL FUND
489 members made voluntary contributions to this fund.

Giving at Temple Sinai
Temple Sinai has a long and rich heritage of tzedakah, consistent with our Jewish tradition. Such giving often 
occurs at times of birthdays, Bar and Bat Mitzvah, weddings, anniversaries, births and deaths, or in conjunction 
with special charitable campaigns. This year, members, family, and friends contributed almost $2 million above 
and beyond membership financial commitments. These gifts supported a wide variety of funds, committees, 
and causes including the operating budget, the Honor our Heritage Build our Future Campaign for Temple 
Sinai (the Capital Campaign), endowments, the clergy discretionary funds, and our many specialized program 
funds. Thank you to the many generous donors who make Temple Sinai a special and vibrant community!

APPRECIATING OUR
DONORS

We recognize and thank all our current Rimonim Society members!

Esthy* & Jim Adler
Anonymous (3)
Chris Intagliata & Larry Asbell
Ruth S. Baker-Battist & Lewis 

Battist*
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein
Richard & Elaine Binder
Ravelle Brickman
Robert* & Judith Bor
Ed Cohen & Charlene 

Barshefsky
Isabel P. Dunst
David & Jane Fairweather
Elizabeth H. (Robin) Farquhar
Patrice & Barney Feinstein

Betty Ferber & Robert 
Pomerance*

Emil Frankel
Gary Friend & Tara 

Sonenshine
Frank & Ann Gilbert
Andrew Gilman & Dianne 

Rudo
Henrietta Guttman
Niesa Brateman Halpern & 

James Halpern
Ellen Heiman
Ann Ingram
Marvin* & Sally Kranz
Michael Levitt & Laura 

Greenberg

Rosann Wisman & Michael 
Lilek

Marsha Shaines & Robert 
Loesche

Martin & Syma Mendelsohn
Libby & Ronald Merrill
Herb* & Bobbe Mintz
Kevin Mulshine & Laura 

Kumin
Beverly & Mark Nadel
Nancy L. Wolf & Jim Pavle
Tom Plotz & Cathy Klion
Rabbi Fred N. Reiner & 

Susan Liss
Sherry Levy-Reiner*
Catherine Ribnick

Chip Rosencrans
Ted & Linda Rosen
Robert* & Sandra 

Schwarzbart
Gertrude Slifkin
Marcie Solomon
Linda B. Popejoy & Seth 

Drew Speyer
Ruth Uhlmann & Craig 

Mathews
Nelly Urbach
David N. Weber
Barbara Kraft & Peter Winkler
Suzan Fischer Wynne

* Of Blessed Memory

RIMONIM SOCIETY
The Rimonim Society recognizes those individuals who have included Temple Sinai in their estate plans or established another 
type of planned gift. Rimonim Society members enhance our congregation and provide the means to carry on our work for 
generations to come. Their gifts create a legacy for the congregation and continuity of the Jewish people. To learn more about 
legacy giving or if you have included Temple Sinai in your estate plans and are not listed below, please contact Noah Benjamin 
at nbenjamin@templesinaidc.org.
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ANNUAL SUPPORT FOR GENERAL PURPOSES 
These donors made contributions to support Temple Sinai’s general operations—from worship to education, and programming to 
pastoral care — making a direct impact on the temple’s ability to “meet every member where they are.” Major categories include 
the Sinai Annual Fund and Memorial Gifts.

The Sinai Annual Fund supports everything that happens at Temple Sinai. Whether your Temple Sinai passion is music, 
social action, religious school, nursery school, adult education, or any of the many other programs and activities that enrich our 
community, the Sinai Annual Fund supports what makes Temple Sinai special to you. While membership financial commitments 
are our largest source of support, they cover about 2/3 of the congregation’s annual expenses. We rely on the Sinai Annual Fund 
to bridge the gap and reduce financial barriers to membership for those who need it.

Andy, Nancy, & Stephen Adelson; Ira & 
Joy Adler; Ellen & Jeffrey Agler; Kent & 
Karen Allen; Jeremy Alper & Jody Feder; 
Edward Angel & Susan LaMountain; 
Anonymous (4); Cherrill Anson; David & 
Ari Antonelli; Melanie Aron & Michael 
Dine; Steven Asin & Paula Sweeney; 
Jane Axelrad; Benjamin Bachrach & 
Elizabeth Langsfeld; Michael 
Abramowitz & Susan Baer; Andrew 
Baker; Jonathan Baker & Susan 
Hammond; Joan Baquis; Michael & 
Raanan Baratz; Joan Bardach; Ruth 
Bartfeld; Michael & Marilyn Barth; 
Lawrence Baskir & Marna Tucker; Paul 
Batlan & Shelley Poticha; Ruth Battist; 
Benjamin & Allison Bawden; Richard 
Bender & Laura Forman; The Berger 
Family; Barbara Bergman; Lois 
Berkowitz; Donald & Norma Berlin; Seth 
Berlin & Susan Mayer; Jonathan & 
Andrea Berlowe Binder; Debra Berlyn; 
Bonita Berman; Rabbi Stephanie 
Bernstein; James Berry & Hali Edison; 
James & Barbara Bershon; Dr. Charles 
& Mrs. Marcie Berul; Richard & Elaine 
Binder; Steven & Lisa Bleckner; Samuel 
& Phyllis Blum; Wendy Bogart; Amy 
Borrus & Richard Miller; Mara Bralove; 
Nicholas & Carole Brand; Helen 
Breitbart; Joshua Leifer & Randy 
Brenner-Leifer; Ravelle Brickman; Anne 
& David Brill; Alan & Roberta Brugg; 
Irene & Michael Brugg; Gerald & 
Deborah Burg; Martin Burns & Wendy 
Kahn; Susan & Dixon Butler; Naomi & 
Clarke Camper; Kenneth & Linda 
Chaletzky; Stephanie Chaplin; Sara & 
Jason Cherkis; Brian & Stephanie 
Chernoff; Stephen Chertkof & Elizabeth 
Cullen; Arthur & Betsy Chotin; Leonard 
& Evelyn Coburn; Edward & Ruth 
Cogen; Edward Cohen & Charlene 
Barshefsky; Nat Cohen & Lynn 
Parseghian; Catherine Copp; Michele 
Greenstein & Paul Coviello; Stan Crock 
& Pamela Brown; Evan & Rachel Croen; 
Robert & Ellen Croog; Timothy Davis; 
Ben Denckla & Sarah Reber; Morris & 

Nancy Deutsch; Linda J. Dreeben; Jared 
& Irene Drescher; Allison Drory; Edward 
& Connie Dufner; Mary Ann Dutton, D. 
Jean Veta, & family; Tony & Joan 
Edwards; Marc Efron; David & Debra 
Eichenbaum; Suzanne Eichhorn & Lewis 
Priven; Steven Snyder & Deborah 
Eichhorn; Courtney & Megan Eimerman-
Wallace; Babs Eisman; Jay Endelman & 
Katherine Simonetti; Andrew Engel & 
Karen Barr; Glenn & Michelle 
Engelmann; Jane Epstein; David & Jane 
Fairweather; Anne Falk; Leslie & 
Hannah Fein; Joshua & Jennifer 
Feinberg; Mike & Doris Feinsilber; 
Barbara Rosenbaum & Bob Feldhuhn; 
Emily Loeb & Sarah Feldman; Theresa 
& Richard Feldstein; Betty Ferber; Lance 
Ferderer; Sharon & Ray Fields; Susan 
Levine & Leon Fink; Raina Fishbane; 
Benjamin Fisherow & Andrea Harnett; 
Burton & Anne Fishman; Donald 
Fishman & Sonya Schwartz; Charles 
Fishman & Patricia Wilson; David & 
Karen Fleischer; Matthew Fleischman & 
Emma Basch; Deborah & Matthew Fox; 
Jeffrey Fox; Emil Frankel; Herbert & 
Barbara Franklin; Robert & Susan 
Fratkin; Patricia Eanet, Mikel Frazee, & 
Joseph Eanet; Jonathan Fredman; 
Karen Phillips Freed; John Freedman & 
Cecily Baskir; Alan Fuchs & Carolina 
Ayala; Carol Galante; Mr. & Mrs. 
Stephen Garfinkel; Ann Garfinkle; Rita 
Gaylin; Stephen Gelband; Gilbert & 
Marjorie Geldon; Kenneth Geller; Robin 
B. Gerber; Ellen Gerecht & Joseph 
Rosenberg; Tracy & Boris Getselman; 
Frank & Ann Gilbert; Mark & Susan 
Ginsberg; Ethan & Anne Glass; Leonard 
& Cynthia Glassman; John Glennon; 
Andrew Glickman & Julie Cohen; Scott 
W Gold; Josh Goldberg; Susan 
Goldenson; Alan & Marilyn Goldhammer; 
Robert Hartheimer & Nancy Golding; 
Ellen Goldmuntz; Mitchell Goldstein, 
Susan Schiffer, & Samuel Goldstein; 
Rabbi Robert & Faith Goldstein; Joan 
Goldwasser; David & Cathy Goldwyn; 

Nancy Goodman; Judith Goodstein; 
Scott & Ilana Gordon; Steven & Bonny 
Gordon; Robert Greenberg & Jamie 
Agins; Eliot & Anita Greenwald; Carolyn 
Gruber; Peter & Babette Gutmann; Evan 
Leepson & Gail Guttman; Jon Haber & 
Bonnie Levin, Erin Haber, Alix Haber; 
Judith Peller Hallett, Mark Hallett MD, & 
Jonathan Peller; James & Niesa 
Halpern; Kevin & Laura Hardy; Norman 
Ornstein & Judith Harris; Marcy Harrison 
& Chip Wright; Ellen Heiman; Rob 
Hendin & Lauren Aronson; Steve 
Heyman, Sue Steinman, Madeline 
Heyman & Family; Craig Hillman & 
Frances Raynor; Linda Lurie Hirsch; 
Richard Honig & Dita Verheij; Jeremy 
Horowitz & Nora Gordon; Susan & David 
Hutner; Ann Ingram; Michael Isenman & 
Allison Mostow; Michael Fuchs & Myra 
Jacobs; Jeff Jacobson & Rebekah Sims; 
Louis Jacobson & Elisabeth Layton; Erik 
Jaffe & Christine Mahoney; Kenneth & 
Deborah Jaffe; Susan Jakes & Jeffrey 
Prescott; Julian & Celia Josephs; Wendy 
Kahn & Marty Burns; Marvin & 
Madeleine Kalb; David Levitt & Deborah 
Kalb; Ted & Laura Kalick; Joan Kalin; 
Rebecca Kapell Leigh; Hugh & Caroline 
Kaplan; Marlene Kaplan; Lauren & 
Jacob Kaplan; Ruth Katz; Leana Katz; 
Jeffrey Kessler & Susan Stein Kessler; 
Constance Kiggins; Ronald Kimball & 
Ellen Ostrow; Lawrence & Gayle Klein; 
Thomas Plotz & Catherine Klion; 
Stephen Klitzman & Justine Lisser; 
Norman & Barbara Knopf; Stacy & 
Jacob Kobrick; Peter Kolker & Karen 
O’Neil; Laura Kolton; William & Ellen 
Kominers; Edward Koppel; James 
Koppersmith & Vivienne Azarcon; 
Kenneth & Audrey Kramer; William & 
Bette Kramer; Adam & Johanna Kreisel; 
Stuart Kriss & Karen Spar; Joshua 
Kurland & Jennifer Hinkle; Joanne 
Kurtzberg; Carol & Alfred Landess; 
Patricia Lawson; Lauren & Scott 
Layman; Ellen Lazarus; Edward & 
Stephanie Lebow; Benjamin & Lisa Leff; 
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Sande Lehrer & Marilyn Sass-Lehrer; 
Arnold & Sandra Leibowitz; Jeffrey & 
Jennifer Lerner; Ben Leubsdorf & Katie 
List; Sean Lev & Nicole Donath; Richard 
& Sally Levie; Daniel Levin; Marci Levin; 
Bruce Vinik & Virginia Levin; Gregory & 
Kuri Levine; Mark Levine & Sara 
Imershein; Rachel & Ariel Levinson-
Waldman; David Leviss & Elena Boley; 
Michael Levitt & Laura Greenberg; 
Richard Tempchin & Judy Licht; Natalie 
Lichtenstein & Willard Tom; Esther 
Lipman; Hershel Lipow & Susan Siegal; 
Joshua & Sandra Lippard; Robert & 
Deborah Litt; Richard & Pamela Litwin; 
Jonathan Lopez & Kimberly Gahan; 
Robert Love; Amy & Andrew Mack; Mimi 
Mager; Jennifer Mallon; Marilyn 
Marcosson; Jeremy Marcus; Lawrence 
& Rochelle Margasak; Michael Brodsky 
& Aleta Margolis; Adam & Sarah Marks; 
Sharon & Mark Masling; Henry & Grace 
Masur; Amy Mauser; Joseph & Jaime 
McKenna; Thomas & Lisa McLish; Philip 
& Barbara Meltzer; Jeffrey Meltzer; 
Martin & Syma Mendelsohn; Ronald & 
Libby Merrill; Steve Messner, Liz 
Prelinger, Benjy & Laura, & Fred; Mary 
F. & Neal I. Meyerson; Scott Mezistrano 
& Jeff Kaye; Mitchell & Michele Miller; 
Dana Miller; Barbara Mintz; Joshua & 
Nicole Mintz; Larry Mishel & Ellen 
Kurlansky; Kevin Mulshine & Laura 
Kumin; Miles Mutnick & Kimberly Levine; 
Phyllis Myers; Barry Nabozny; Mark & 
Beverly Nadel; Beth Naftalin; Ellen 
Nathan; Sally Neuberger; Alvin & Linda 
Neuman; Monroe & Rosalind Neuman; 
Beth Newburger; Nancy J Olins; 
Matthew Pachman & Marcia Berman; 
Morris Panner & Nancy Jardini; David 
Parver & Maya Godofsky; Leonard & 
Corrine Parver; Micah Peckarsky & 
Alyza Weinberg; Jonah & Debra Perlin; 
Victoria Perry; Robert & Nessa Peters; 
Judith & Chris Pipe; Robert & Donna 
Plotkin; Robert & Beth Plotkins; Bill & 
Judy Polk; Elizabeth Polsky & Samuel 
Glass; Philip Breen & Rabbi Mindy 
Portnoy; Lew Priven; Israel & Jennifer 
Puterman; Elaine Quintana; Marc & 
Laura Rabinovitz; Michael & Mary 
Raibman; Cordell Ratner; Marc & Lauren 
Regardie; Rabbi Fred Reiner & Susan 
Liss; David & Jo Ann Reiss; James & 
Jody Reitzes; Catherine Ribnick; Jane 
Rifkin; Joyce & Kenneth Robbins; Robert 
& Melinda Robbins; Alec Rogers & 
Sonya Sbar; Rabbi Jonathan & Elizabeth 
Roos; Linda & Ted Rosen; Daniel & 
Florence Rosenblum; Charles 

Rosencrans & Candace Kaller; Todd 
Rosentover & Alycia Weinberger; 
Stephen Wolk & Frances Rothstein; Joel 
& Nilmini Rubin; Jordan & Naomi 
Rubinstein; Nancie Rubin-Thomas; 
Dianne Rudo & Andrew Gilman; Nicki 
Russler; Steve & Helene Sacks; Therese 
Salus & Howard Oppenheim; Nancy 
Sanders; David Saperstein & Ellen 
Weiss; Kim Eisler & Judy Sarasohn; 
Jean-Louis Sarbib & Lauren Brandt; 
Simon Sargon & Bonnie Glasgow; 
Marilyn Sass-Lehrer & Sande Lehrer; 
James & Terry Sayler; Ellen Sazzman & 
Alan Rhinesmith; Lester & Joyce Scall; 
Amy Schear; Janis Schiff & Philip Schiff; 
Lois Schiffer; Steven & Susan 
Schiffman; George Schlossberg & 
Barbara Zeughauser; Nancy & Eric 
Schnure; Aaron Schuham & Christopher 
Anders; Edward & Kathryn Schwartz; 
David Stonner & Anne Schwartz; Joyce 
& Richard Schwartz; Sandra 
Schwarzbart; Harvey & Sherry 
Schweitzer; Gary & Caryn Seligman; 
Jeffrey Seltzer & Karen Rothenberg; 
Robert Loesche & Marsha Shaines; Ann 
Shalleck & James Klein; Janet Shatz 
Snyder; Sharon & Shaul Shemesh; John 
& Stephanie Shuchart; Scott Shuchart & 
Jessica Sebeok; Michael Shulman & 
Jackie Judd; Michael Sibarium & Laura 
Govoni-Sibarium; Alan Silverleib & Julie 
Becker; Lauren & William Silvis; Claudia 
Simons; Matthew David Simonson; 
Gertrude Slifkin; Ann Sloane; Craig & 
Jessica Smith; Jason Snyder & Cynthia 
Richman; David Sobel & Elizabeth 
Critchley; Robert (z”l) & Allison Soffer; 
Lafe Solomon & Catherine Crockett; 
Marcie Solomon; Helen & Daniel 
Sonenshine; Marjorie Sonnenfeldt; Alan 
& Ilene Sparber; Donald Spero & Nancy 
Chasen; Seth Speyer & Linda Popejoy; 
Aaron & Jacey Spratt; Donald & Judy 
Squires; Rabbi Eric Stark & Julie Elfand; 
Laura Steel; Stephen Stein & Lisa Happ; 
Virginia Stern; Mary Ann Sternberg; 
Walter Sternberg & Stacey Kaltman; 
Adam & Anita Stoll; Janie Stoll; Kathy & 
David Strom; Andrew Sunderland & 
Jessie Vinik; Ronny & Hannah Tabeka; 
Robert McGarrah & Joanne Tanner; 
Howard Tarnoff & Robyn Miller-Tarnoff; 
Stephen Taylor & Judith Cohen; Robert 
Lehrman & Susan Thaul; Florence 
Tiemann; Jan Tievsky; Willard Tom & 
Natalie Lichtenstein; Helen Trilling; Seth 
& Lisa Tucker; Raelle Tucker; Debbie & 
Henry Tyrangiel; Ruth Uhlmann; Nelly 
Urbach; Beth Vanlaningham; Joy Viertel; 

John & Ellen Villa; Roderick Cash & 
Paulis Waber; Lance & Meredith Wade; 
Darwin & Karen Walker; Carla 
Washington; Colin Watson & Dana 
Brusca; Robert Weinberger & Jennefer 
Hirshberg; Richard & Joann Weiner; 
Bram Weinstein & Heather Golde; 
Elizabeth Beth” Weisberg”; Daniel Weiss 
& Sherry Ettleson; Kip Weissman & 
Kathy Balog; Michael & Monica Werner; 
Phil West & Barbara Yellen; Thomas & 
Louise Wides; Jonathan Wiesenfelder & 
Tricia Moore; Susan Wildstrom; Robert 
Weiner & Nachama Wilker; Peter 
Winkler & Barbara Kraft; Michael Lilek & 
Rosann Wisman; James Pavle & Nancy 
Wolf; Marshall & Joan Wolff; Kenneth & 
Leslie Wollack; Frank Wright III & Marcy 
Harrison; Eric & Jane Yaffe; Amy York; 
Matt Zaft & Erin Chlopak; Joseph & 
Lynda Zengerle; Barbara Zeughauser; 
Regina Ziegler; Diane Zimmerman; 
Stephen Zuckerman & Andrea Stone 
Zuckerman; Beverly Zweiben; Marc 
Zwillinger & Kirsten Chadwick

Special thanks to those who 
supported our Virtual High Holy Days 
Support Fund to underwrite the added 
costs of our 5782 High Holy Days. 
These gifts allowed Temple Sinai to 
maintain a spiritual and meaningful High 
Holy Days experience in both a virtual 
and distanced in-person format:

Ellen & Jeffrey Agler; Anonymous (5); 
Andrew Baker; Michael & Marilyn 
Barth; Lois Berkowitz; Richard & 
Elaine Binder; Joshua Leifer & Randy 
Brenner-Leifer; Ravelle Brickman; 
Arthur & Betsy Chotin; Leonard & 
Evelyn Coburn; Catherine Copp; Steven 
Snyder & Deborah Eichhorn; Glenn & 
Michelle Engelmann; Robert & Susan 
Fratkin; Robert Hartheimer & Nancy 
Golding; David & Cathy Goldwyn; Nancy 
Goodman; Scott & Ilana Gordon; Gary 
& Donna Green & Family; Clifford & 
Andrea Haas; Jon Haber & Bonnie 
Levin; Kenneth & Deborah Jaffe; Michael 
Shulman & Jackie Judd; Bradley Kline; 
William & Ellen Kominers; Peter Winkler 
& Barbara Kraft; Kenneth & Audrey 
Kramer; Bruce Vinik & Virginia Levin; 
Rachel & Ariel Levinson-Waldman; 
Joseph Godles & Nancy Liebermann; 
Leigh Marcus; Andrea Massar; Martin 
& Syma Mendelsohn; Ronald & Libby 
Merrill; Miles Mutnick & Kimberly Levine; 
Ronald Kimball & Ellen Ostrow; Leonard 
& Corrine Parver; Stuart Pergament; 
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Deborah Prigal & Randolph Rosenfeld; 
Suzanne Eichhorn & Lewis Priven; 
Amy Purpel; Jesse Raben & Kimberley 
Chemerika; Rabbi Fred Reiner & Susan 
Liss; Adam & Gail Reisman; Vivian 
Riefberg; Theodore & Linda Rosen; 
Daniel & Florence Rosenblum; Charles 
Rosencrans & Candace Kaller; Jean-
Louis Sarbib & Lauren Brandt; Mitchell 
Goldstein & Susan Schiffer; Steven 
Schwartz; Jeffrey Seltzer & Karen 
Rothenberg; Ann Shalleck & James 
Klein; Donald & Judy Squires; Stephen 
Stein & Lisa Happ; Howard Tarnoff & 
Robyn Miller-Tarnoff; Willard Tom & 
Natalie Lichtenstein; Helen Trilling; 
Seth & Lisa Tucker; Debbie & Henry 
Tyrangiel; Jean Veta & Mary Ann Dutton; 
Roderick Cash & Paulis Waber; Darwin 
& Karen Walker; Traci Watson; Elizabeth 
“Beth” Weisberg; Amy York; Regina 
Ziegler; Beverly Zweiben 

ENDOWMENTS
These donors made contributions 
to support Temple Sinai’s special 
endowments. 

Bernstein Religious School Endowment 
Fund  
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein & Henry 
Winokur; Ronald & Libby Merrill

Endowment Fund 
Laia Katz*; Martin & Syma Mendelsohn; 
Seth Speyer & Linda Popejoy

Florence & Irwin Speyer Endowed 
Music Innovation Fund  
Alec Bodzin; Seth Speyer & Linda 
Popejoy

DAVIS CENTER FOR SOCIAL 
JUSTICE AT TEMPLE SINAI
These donors made contributions to 
support Temple Sinai’s Social Justice 
programs and initiatives. For more 
information about the newly established 
Davis Center, see pages 20-22. 

Davis Center Fund
Anonymous; Helen Sophie Barold; 
Richard & Elaine Binder; Rita & David 
Brickman; Stephanie Chaplin; Timothy 
Davis; Gary & Jean Diamond; Suzanne 
Eichhorn & Lew Priven; Michelle & 
Glenn Engelmann; Jed Gaylin & Lia 
Purpura; Rabbi Hannah Goldstein & 
Josh Friedman; Ann Ingram; Andrei 
Israel; Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe; 
Barbara Kagan; Elsie H Klumpner; 

Susan Levine & Leon Fink; Judy Licht 
& Rick Tempchin; Robert & Laura 
Meisnere; Steven Metalitz & Kit Gage; 
Ellen Ostrow; Jeffrey Seltzer & Karen 
Rothenberg; Darwin & Karen Walker; 
Susie & Bob Zohlman

Get-Out-the-Vote
Catherine L Copp; Marcy Harrison; Ann 
Ingram; Julian & Celia Josephs; Sally 
Neuberger; William & Judith Polk; Susan 
Schiffer

Rabbi Eugene Lipman Social Action & 
Tzedakah Fund
Sarah Baker Andrus; Suzanne Eichhorn 
& Lew Priven; Barbara Franklin; 
Matthew Heyman; Ann Ingram; Cathy 
Klion & Tom Plotz; Esther Lipman; Syma 
& Marty Mendelsohn; Ronald & Libby 
Merrill; Daniel & Maxine Singer; Seth 
Speyer & Linda Popejoy; Frank Wright 
III & Marcy Harrison

Refugee & Immigrant Support
Michael & Marilyn Barth; James Berry 
& Hali Edison; Leonard & Evelyn 
Coburn; Mark & Andrea Dettelbach; 
Glenn & Michelle Engelmann; Mark & 
Carole Evans; Robin Gerber; Robert 
& Jill Hazan; The Kraus Initiative for 
Immigrant & Refugee Justice; Benita 
Lubic; Charles Thomas & Cary Meer; 
Robert & Nessa Peters; Catherine 
Ribnick; Sam Ribnick; Theodore & Linda 
Rosen; Lois Schiffer; David Stonner & 
Anne Schwartz; Eva Solomon; Charles 
Thomas & Cary Meer; Daniel Thomas; 
David Wessel & Naomi Karp

TEMPLE SINAI FUNDS
These donors made contributions 
to support Temple Sinai’s special 
programs, causes, and committees. You 
can learn more about what each fund 
supports at templesinaidc.org/donate.

Art Fund
Gary & Jean Diamond

Dollars for Israel Fund
Ronald & Libby Merrill; The Paul Family

Harris Jewish History Fund
Roberta Colton; Herbert, Miriam, Daniel, 
Saul, Debbie, Naomi & Lane

Israel & Camp Scholarship Fund
Jeremy & Jana Sharp; Seth Speyer & 
Linda Popejoy

Library Fund
Ruth Battist; Robert & Janis Colton; 
Joan Goldwasser; Eugene & Helene 
Granof; Carolyn Gruber; Deborah & 
Kenneth Jaffe; Cathy Klion & Tom 
Plotz; Daniel Koch & Leah Brasch; Ben 
Leubsdorf & Katie List; Marci Levin; 
Sue Levine & Leon Fink; Ronald & 
Libby Merrill; Barbara Mintz; Phyllis 
Myers; Ruth Polk; Alice Rabin; Joyce & 
Kenneth Robbins; Susan Schiffer; Seth 
Speyer & Linda Popejoy; Temple Sinai 
Women of Reform udaism; Jeffrey & 
Myra Weinberg; Tracy Yaffe; Leo & Judy 
Zickler

Music Fund
Laurence Wolff & Miriam Daniel; 
Andrew Engel & Karen Barr; Margery 
& PG Gottfried; Patricia Hartge & 
Alan Strasser; Ann Ingram; Deborah 
& Kenneth Jaffe; Deborah & Kenneth 
Jaffe; Cheryl Kurss; Robert & Ellen 
Leibenluft; Rebecca Leigh; Bruce Vinik 
& Virginia Levin; Kevin Mulshine & 
Laura Kumin; Ellen Ostrow; Louis Reich; 
Sherman Edwards & Melinda Salzman; 
Robert Loesche & Marsha Shaines; 
Steven Snyder & Deborah Eichhorn; 
Lafe Solomon & Catherine Crockett; 
Helen & Daniel Sonenshine; Seth 
Speyer & Linda Popejoy; Stephen Stein 
& Lisa Happ; Jeffrey & Myra Weinberg; 
Susan Winawer; James Pavle & Nancy 
Wolf

Nursery School Fund
Arlene Balkansky & Mark Stein; Joseph 
B Ottenstein; Stephen Stein & Lisa Happ
 
Project Mensch Fund
Harriet Berneman; Joel & Carole 
Bernstein; Phyllis Berz; Sarah Binder 
& Forrest Maltzman; Carol B Blank; 
Amy Borrus; Naomi Camper; Phyllis & 
Howard Fischer; Josh Friedman; Robin 
Glantz & Tony Ciccone; Diane & Abe 
Haspel; Hirsch Stuart; Ken & Debbie 
Jaffe; Lawrence Kerson; Cathy Klion; 
Lawrence & Evelyn Krain; Leslie & 
Larry Kramer; Ruth & Peter Laibson; 
Cynthia Lepofsky; Jill Lesser & Jonathan 
Diesenhaus; Nancy Liebermann & 
Joe Godles; Aleta Margolis; Syma 
Mendelsohn; Elizabeth Prelinger & 
Stephen C. Messner; Julie Miller & 
Harris Miller; Wendy Robbins; Stephen 
& Helene Sacks; Robert & Rita Siegle; 
Sharon Spinrad; David Stonner; Alice 
Thorner; Ellen Ufberg; Dita Verheij & 
Rick Honig; Ellen R Wase; Rosann 
Wisman; Anne Yas; Leslie Zahler
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Rabbi Fred N. Reiner Lifelong 
Learning Fund
Vicki Jackson & Robert Taylor; Richard 
& Sally Levie; Seth Speyer & Linda 
Popejoy

Religious School Fund
Dylana Blum; Josh Kallmer, Nadia 
Kallmer, & Mira Kallmer; Betty Ferber; 
The Paul Family; Gretchen Robbins; 
Oliver Shuchart
 
Ritual Objects & Prayer Books 
Fund 
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein; Richard 
& Elaine Binder; Maureen Carroll; 
Caryl & Dave Distel; Andrea & Michael 
Druckman; Andrea & Michael Druckman; 
The Ehrenberg Family; Betty Ferber & 
Family; Joanne Gillespie; Justin Golden; 
Jed Howbert; Ann Ingram; Deborah & 
Kenneth Jaffe; Jennifer & Rich Katz & 
Family; Russell & Diane Klein; Laura 
Kumin; Charles & Loxie Levine; Gail & 
Robert Levinson; Frank Liebermann; 
Alfred Liepold; Angie Mar; Bobbe 
Mintz; Jon Oberheide; Jonathan & 
Kelly Opdyke; Edwin & Beverly Picker; 
Elaine Pinchuk; Ruth Polk; Rabbi Mindy 
Portnoy; Elizabeth & Rabbi Jonathan 
Roos; Rosenthal Family; Barbara Rubin; 
Anne Sabin & Craig McAvay; Isabelle & 
Ron Schoenfeld; Sandra Schwarzbart; 
Beverly & Barry Silberstang; Dale & Alan 
Sorcher; Richard Southern; Barbara 
Stolov; Ronald & Gerrie Sturman; 
Judy & Matthew Temkin; Temple Sinai 
Administrative Team; Nicholas & Eve 
Vaudo & Family; The Ventura’s; Leah 
Weisman; Susan & Howard Weiss

SinaiCares Fund
Robert J Davis; Frank & Ann Gilbert; 
Nancy Liebermann; Marc & Laura 
Rabinovitz; Seth Speyer & Linda 
Popejoy

Youth Fund
Barbara & Gary Feldman, Richard 
Bender & Laura Forman, Seth Speyer & 
Linda Popejoy

CLERGY DISCRETIONARY 
FUNDS
These donors made contributions 
to support Temple Sinai’s clergy 
discretionary funds. Each clergyperson 
uses these funds to support causes that 
are  meaningful to them.

Cantor Laura Croen’s Fund

Ellen & Jeffrey Agler; Seth Binstock 
& Wendie Lubic; Jennifer Eisenberg; 
Harold Freilich & Susan Edelheit; 
Ethan & Anne Glass; Julia & Matthew 
Kepniss; Kenneth & Audrey Kramer; 
Adam & Johanna Kreisel; Cheryl Kurss; 
Felice Levine; Elliott & Judith Lichtman; 
David Lipscomb & Debra Rosenberg; 
Mark Matulef & Dolores Acquista; Julie 
Rosenthal; Phyllis Myers; Ilisa & Scott 
Paul; Sarah & Jamie Raskin; Scott 
Shuchart & Jessica Sebeok; Bethanie 
Silversmith & Nicholas Mayer; Seth 
Speyer & Linda Popejoy; Aaron & Jacey 
Spratt; Robert Waldman; Barry & Gail 
Wides; Andy Wise & Jennifer Lanoff

Rabbi Noah Diamondstein’s Fund
Joe Ersek & Rachel Landau; David 
& Cathy Goldwyn; Kenneth & Audrey 
Kramer; Adam & Johanna Kreisel; 
Charles Lerner; Jennifer & Michael 
Lilintahl; David Lipscomb & Debra 
Rosenberg; Seth Binstock & Wendie 
Lubic; Marion & Lee Miller; Richard 
Routman; Scott Satin & Marilyn Kitzes; 
Seth Speyer & Linda Popejoy; Ivan 
& Carol Strasfeld; Temple Beth El 
Sisterhood; Peter Winkler & Barbara 
Kraft; Bruce Wohlfeld

Rabbi Hannah Goldstein’s Fund
Ellen & Jeffrey Agler; Cara Baldari 
& Micah Lubens; Nat Cohen & Lynn 
Parseghian; Robert & Janis Colton; 
Glenn & Michelle Engelmann; David & 
Cathy Goldwyn; Jonathan & Michelle 
Grossman; Hugh & Caroline Kaplan; 
Julia & Matthew Kepniss; Kenneth & 
Audrey Kramer; Bruce Vinik & Virginia 
Levin; Felice Levine; Gregory & Kuri 
Levine; Elliott & Judith Lichtman; Alan 
& Elizabeth Lourie; Amy Mauser; Larry 
Mishel & Ellen Kurlansky; Phyllis Myers; 
Ilisa & Scott Paul; Jill Raymond; Mae 
Riefberg; Steven Riskin & Claudine 
Isaacs; Stephen & Helene Sacks; Scott 
Satin & Marilyn Kitzes; Steven Schwartz; 
Seth Speyer & Linda Popejoy; David 
Stonner & Anne Schwartz; Robert & 
Cheryl Weiner; Barry & Gail Wides; Andy 
Wise & Jennifer Lanoff; Bruce Wohlfeld; 
Aaron Zitner & Ricki Farber

Cantorial Soloist Robyn Helzner’s 
Fund
Ellen & Jeffrey Agler; Joan Bardach; 
The Hyer Family; George & Barbara 
Korengold; Kenneth & Audrey Kramer; 
Gregory & Kuri Levine; Seth Speyer & 
Linda Popejoy; Barry & Gail Wides

Cantor Rebecca Robins’ Fund
David & Cathy Goldwyn, Kenneth & 
Audrey Kramer, Seth Speyer & Linda 
Popejoy
 
Rabbi Jonathan Roos’ Fund
Ellen & Jeffrey Agler; Anonymous; 
Randi Berman; Richard & Elaine Binder; 
Alan Brugg; Stephanie Chaplin; Gary 
& Jean Diamond; Harold Freilich & 
Susan Edelheit; Kenneth Geller & Judith 
Ratner; Darren Gersh & Martha Plotkin; 
David & Cathy Goldwyn; Robert & 
Jill Hazan; The Hyer Family; Kenneth 
& Deborah Jaffe; George & Barbara 
Korengold; Kenneth & Audrey Kramer; 
Sheila & James Leavitt; Bruce Vinik 
& Ginny Levin; Michael Levitt & Laura 
Greenberg; Alfred Liepold; Seth Binstock 
& Wendie Lubic; Dana & Daniel Miller; 
James & Susan Pittleman; Sarah & 
Jamie Raskin; Alan Rhinesmith & Ellen 
Sazzman; Steven Riskin & Claudine 
Isaacs; Scott Satin & Marilyn Kitzes; 
Janis & Philip Schiff; Steven Schwartz; 
Scott Shuchart & Jessica Sebeok; Seth 
Speyer & Linda Popejoy; Aaron & Jacey 
Spratt; Joseph Sternlieb & Linda Singer; 
Robert Waldman

HONOR OUR HERITAGE, 
BUILD OUR FUTURE 
CAMPAIGN FOR TEMPLE SINAI 
(THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN)
To learn more about the most recent 
exciting developments in the campaign 
and for a complete listing of all our 
generous campaign supporters, please 
see pages 8-11 or visit the Honor our 
Heritage Build our Future Campaign 
homepage at templesinaidc.org/capital-
campaign.

* Of Blessed Memory

All contributions listed are for Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022 (June 1, 2021 – May 
31, 2022). The list represents gifts 
made through April 29, 2022. If we 
inadvertently missed your name, please 
contact Noah Benjamin at nbenjamin@
templesinaidc.org.
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There are many ways to apply your interests and skills as a temple volunteer. Member involvement shapes 
the direction of temple life, creates and supports vibrant educational and social programming, as well as 
mobilizes for social justice activities. Our lay leaders and staff will help connect you to meaningful engagement 
opportunities through our temple community. Contact a liaison below to learn about how you can get involved:

Administration
David Wessel
wessel.sinai@gmail.com

Archives
Susan Schiffer
susanschiffer@hotmail.com

Building & Grounds
Marta Goldsmith
marta.v.goldsmith@gmail.com

Cemetery
Ted Rosen and Ellen Agler
eagler@templesinaidc.org

The Davis Center for Social 
Justice
Glenn Engelmann
glennengelmann@gmail.com

Daytimers
Ron Merrill
RNLMerrill@msn.com

Development
Aaron Panner
apanner@khhte.com

Finance, Audit, & Investment
Ken Jaffe
ken.jaffe@gmail.com

Green Team
Sarah Barr Engel
sarahbarrengel@gmail.com
Liz Feldman
feldmanfive@mac.com

Honor our Heritage,  
Build our Future Campaign
Naomi Camper
naomicamper101@gmail.com
Andrew Engel
andrewisaacengel@gmail.com

Library
Sue Levine
levsue@gmail.com

Membership
Andrea Dettelbach
asdettelbach@gmail.com

Multiracial Sinai
Cathy Goldwyn
cgoldwyn1@icloud.com
Deitra Reiser
deitralou@gmail.com

Music
Stephanie Lebow
lebow.stephanie@gmail.com
Myra Weinberg
myrafrances54@gmail.com

Nursery School
Gayle Moseley (staff)
nurseryschool@templesinaidc.org

Religious School
Reco Thomas (staff)
rthomas@templesinaidc.org

Ritual
Mike Raibman
mikeraibman@gmail.com

SinaiCares
Karen Auerbach (staff)
kauerbach@templesinaidc.org

Sinai House
Amy Schear
aischear@starpower.net

Strategic Planning
Marsha Shaines
marsha.shaines@gmail.com

Temple Sinai J Street Chapter
Bob Snyder
bob@robertgsnyder.com

Temple Sinai Men  
of Reform Judaism
Howard Oppenheim
howard.i.oppenheim@gmail.com

Temple Sinai Women  
of Reform Judaism
Ellen Croog
ellencroog@gmail.com
Audrey Kramer
audkramer@comcast.net

Phone numbers can be found in the Membership Directory at templesinaidc.org/login or by 
calling the temple office at (202) 363-6394.

GET
INVOLVED

30

ANNUAL REPORT





3100 Military Rd NW | Washington DC 20015 | templesinaidc.org  | 202.363.6394 


