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TEMPLE SINAI BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING – December 15, 2021 

 
Present [meeting conducted virtually by Zoom]: Dora Chen, Jill Chenok, Glenn Engelmann, 
Larry Freedman, Nancy Golding, Cathy Goldwyn, Ken Jaffe, Katie Joselow, Audrey Kramer, 
Myron Marlin, Howard Oppenheim, Matt Pachman, Debbie Rappaport, Deitra Reiser, 
Catherine Ribnick, Liz Rose, Steve Sacks, Marcie Solomon, Seth Speyer, Laura Steel, Michael 
Sussmann, Regina Ziegler, Senior Rabbi Jonathan Roos, Rabbi Hannah Goldstein, Rabbi 
Noah Diamondstein, Cantor Laura Croen, Acting Nursery School Director Ali Hurewitz, and 
Executive Director Ellen Agler.     

Call to order: With a quorum of the Board members present, the meeting was called to 
order at 7:34 p.m. by Temple Sinai President Marcie Solomon. 

D’var Torah: Rabbi Roos gave the D’var Torah. 

BOARD OPERATIONS AND GENERAL BUSINESS: 

• Board Meeting minutes: The November 2021 Board Meeting minutes were approved.   
• Membership report: The December 2021 membership report was approved.  
• Financial report: Ken Jaffe provided a summary of the written financial report. The 

financial picture remains unchanged since last month and we continue to see strong 
member financial commitment, which is on track to meet or exceed budget. Expenses 
continue to be generally in line with the budget year-to-date. Per the written report, 
additional items impacting the budget include: receipt of a security grant from 
Department of Homeland Security that will cover $50,000 of operating expenses; the 
building operations expense is lower due to both a credit from D.C. Water and reduced 
staffing costs; and the change in format for Religious School (Plan B) will reduce income 
by $34,000 and increase expenses by $5,000. 

• Audited Financial Statements: Barry Wides presented a summary of the Temple’s 
Audited Financial Statements (for the year ended May 31, 2021), which were approved.  

ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW TEMPLE FUNDS: 

• Davis Center for Social Justice Fund: Glenn Engelmann provided a summary of the 
proposed Davis Center for Social Justice Fund that is designed to reflect a 
restructuring of the oversight of the Temple’s social justice work, to provide support 
to the needy or other organizations working on issues of social justice, and to 
ensure that the memory of Rabbi Eugene Lipman continues to be honored. On 
motion, the Board approved the establishment of the Fund in accordance with the 
Resolution as submitted. 

• The Florence and Irwin Speyer Endowed Music Innovation Fund: Aaron Panner, 
Chair of the Development Committee, provided an overview of The Florence and 
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Irwin Speyer Endowed Music Innovation Fund. The Donors – Seth Speyer and Linda 
Popejoy – wish to honor the memory of their late parents in a manner that supports 
continually innovative integration of contemporary music in the spiritual and 
educational life of Temple Sinai and progressive Reform Judaism congregational life 
and that builds spiritual community. On motion, the Board approved the 
establishment of the endowed Fund in accordance with the Resolution and Gift 
Agreement as submitted. Our sincere thanks and appreciation go to Seth Speyer and 
Linda Popejoy for their very generous and beautiful gift and the Temple will have a 
reception to honor them in the near future. Rabbi Roos and Cantor Croen 
announced that, as its first project, the Fund will underwrite a new second music 
album to be produced by Rabbi Diamondstein, paying the costs for a production 
sound engineer and studio musicians.  

UPDATES AND DISCUSSION: 

• Davis Center, Refugee Engagement Update: Glenn Engelmann and Rabbi Goldstein 
provided an update regarding the Davis Center and its formal launch will be celebrated 
at a special Shabbat service on December 17, 2021. The Center is engaged in several 
important endeavors, initiatives and activities, including a get-out-the-vote effort, 
sponsoring a speaker series, and the development of its new website (going live on 
Friday). The Center has 35 members who have attended orientation and are 
collaborating with Lutheran Social Services on refugee engagement. Interviews are 
currently underway for hiring a part-time coordinator for the Center. 

• Renovation and Expansion (R&E) Update: Ken Jaffe provided a status of the 
renovation and expansion plans for Phase 2. The R&E Committee has considered the 
results of the Strategic Planning Committee’s report and has consulted with the 
architects and detailed plans will be forthcoming. The R&E Committee is moving 
forward to start construction after the schools conclude in June of 2022. He also 
reported that the few remaining Phase 1 renovation punch-list items are in the process 
of being completed.  

• Capital Campaign and Fundraising Update: Ken Jaffe provided an update regarding the 
Capital Campaign and the imminent resumption of fundraising including, in part, 
targeting those families who have not yet committed to the campaign with a goal of 
raising $2 million in additional funds.  A written Fundraising Report was also provided 
showing that, to date, the Temple has raised $1,043,128 in total pledges above 
membership commitments. Members are being encouraged to participate in this 
campaign that provides critical support for temple operations. 

• External Engagement & Marketing: Marcie Solomon, Ken Jaffe and Myron Marlin will 
be embarking on a new initiative aimed at external engagement and marketing. This 
will be an effort to explore outreach to the wider Jewish community in order to grow 
membership and further provide for the financial well-being of the congregation, 
especially in light of the continuing pandemic-related uncertainties. 
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REPORTS: 

• President’s Report – as submitted. Marcie Solomon added that the URJ will be holding 
a forum called the General Assembly to be held on January 9, 2022.  

• Senior Rabbi’s Report – as submitted. 

• Executive Director’s Report – as submitted. Ellen Agler also highlighted the impact of 
COVID on operational life at Temple Sinai and expressed appreciation for all of the 
guidance provided by the members of the Temple advisory groups, who will be 
meeting in the near future to discuss additional issues in light of the evolving 
pandemic.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Personnel and confidential matters were discussed in executive session. 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Laura Steel, Secretary 


