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TEMPLE SINAI BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING – November 17, 2021 

 
Present [meeting conducted virtually by Zoom]: Lori Berman, Jill Chenok, Glenn Engelmann, 
Larry Freedman, Gary Friend, Nancy Golding, Cathy Goldwyn, Ken Jaffe, Audrey Kramer, 
Katie Joselow, Deborah Lewis, Myron Marlin, Howard Oppenheim, Matt Pachman, Debbie 
Rappaport, Catherine Ribnick, Steve Sacks, Natalie Selzer, Marcie Solomon, Seth Speyer, 
Laura Steel, Anita Stoll, Michael Sussmann, D. Jean Veta, Regina Ziegler, Senior Rabbi 
Jonathan Roos, Rabbi Hannah Goldstein, Rabbi Noah Diamondstein, Cantor Educator 
Rebecca Robins, Acting Nursery School Director Ali Hurewitz, and Executive Director Ellen 
Agler.     

Call to order: With a quorum of the Board members present, the meeting was called to 
order at 7:33 p.m. by Temple Sinai President Marcie Solomon. 

D’var Torah: Debbie Rappaport gave the D’var Torah. 

BOARD OPERATIONS AND GENERAL BUSINESS: 

• Board Meeting minutes – the October 2021 Board Meeting minutes (as amended) were 
approved.   

• Membership report – the November 2021 membership report was approved.  
• Financial report – Ken Jaffe provided a summary of the written financial report. We are 

continuing to see strong member financial commitment, which is on track to meet 
budget. Expenses continue to be generally in line with the budget year-to-date. 

• Parsonage Resolution – the Parsonage Resolution was approved. 
  

UPDATES AND DISCUSSION: 

• Davis Center, Refugee Engagement and Major Donation for Refugee Work: Glenn 
Engelmann provided an update regarding the Davis Center and its formal launch will be 
celebrated at an upcoming special Shabbat service on December 17, 2021. The Center is 
sponsoring a speaker series, is in the process of developing a website (which is 
currently under construction) and has recently delivered Thanksgiving baskets. Glenn 
and Rabbi Goldstein are also working on developing ways to contribute to the Davis 
Center. The Center is collaborating with Lutheran Social Services on refugee 
engagement. On motion, the Board approved the expenditure of up to $50,000 to be 
used at the discretion of the Center to sponsor a refugee family. 

• Renovation and Expansion (R&E) Update: Ken Jaffe provided a status of the 
renovation and expansion plans for Phase 2. The R&E Committee has considered the 
results of the Strategic Planning Committee’s report and has consulted with the 
architects. The need for the south addition remains strong for the Temple’s 
programmatic and physical requirements. The R&E Committee is moving forward to 
start construction as soon as possible after the schools conclude in June of 2022. He 
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also reported that Phase 1 is being wrapped-up with addition of the partition walls and 
some other items scheduled for completion in the coming weeks. 

• Capital Campaign Fundraising Update: Ken Jaffe provided an update regarding the 
Capital Campaign and we expect to resume fundraising including, in part, targeting 
those families who have not yet committed to the campaign. We have raised close to 
$10 million, exceeding the original $8 million fundraising goal. A written Fundraising 
Report was also provided. Members have also been very generous with their gifts for 
ritual support which already have exceeded the full year budget. A total of 
approximately $682,000 in donations above membership commitments have been 
made year-to-date. 

• Nursery School Director search: Jill Chenok, Chair of the Search Committee 
summarized the current status of the search for a Nursery School Director in executive 
session. 

• Multi-Racial Sinai: Anita Stoll gave an update of recent Multi-Racial Sinai activities and 
priorities, and provided a reminder to the Board of the need for continued, renewed, 
sustained and deliberate attention to these important issues. Cathy Goldwyn advised 
that the Committee will be resuming training session groups, collaborating with a 
group called Practicing Anti-Racism, and sponsoring an upcoming authors’ round table. 

• External Engagement & Marketing: Marcie Solomon is exploring the possibility of 
starting a new initiative aimed at external engagement and marketing. This will be an 
outreach to the wider Jewish community in order to grow membership and further 
provide for the financial well-being of the congregation, especially in light of the 
continuing pandemic-related uncertainties. 

• Religious School Update: Cantor-Educator Robins provided an update regarding 
Religious School operations, which is still going well. Planning for 2022 is underway and 
classes will resume weekly and without the 3-feet distancing requirement in conformity 
with the local school districts in D.C. and Maryland and consistent with the guidelines 
promulgated by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). 

REPORTS: 

• President’s Report – as submitted.  

• Senior Rabbi’s Report – Rabbi Roos provided an oral report apologizing to Acting 
Director Ali Hurewitz for the phraseology of the Temple Sinai weekly email and to 
clarify the search for the Director position. Rabbi Roos also shared the highlights and 
challenges of Temple Sinai ritual life, gathering spaces, and operations.  Rabbi 
Diamondstein has assumed the role of Youth Advisor. 

• Executive Director’s Report – as submitted.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Personnel and confidential matters were discussed in executive session. 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 10:13 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Laura Steel, Secretary 


