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TEMPLE SINAI BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING—JULY 22,2021 

 
Present (meeting conducted virtually by Zoom): Michael Baratz, Lori Berman, Naomi Camper, 
Dora Chen, Jill Chenok, Ellen Croog, Glen Engelmann, Larry Freedman, Nancy Golding, Cathy 
Goldwyn, Kenneth Jaffe, Deborah Lewis, Myron Marlin, Howard Oppenheim, Catherine Ribnick, 
Elizabeth Rose, Steve Sacks, Marcie Solomon, Michael Sussman, Regina Zeigler, Rabbi Goldstein, 
Rabbi Diamondstein, Cantor Croen, Cantor Educator Robins and Executive Director Ellen Agler. 
 
Call to order: With a quorum of the Board members present, the meeting was called to order by 
Temple President Marcie Solomon at 7:37 PM. 
 
Welcome and D’var Torah: Rabbi Goldstein lead the Board in the Blessing for Board Study and 
Marcie Solomon delivered an insightful D’var on the upcoming Torah portion. 
 
BOARD OPERATIONS AND GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Board Meeting Minutes: The June 2021 Board meeting minutes were approved.  
 
Membership Report: Ellen Agler noted that we have a net gain in membership this month, and 
there have been many inquiries regarding membership during the past month. Karen Auerbach 
will send out a Sign Up Genius for those board members who are interested in contacting new  
members. The Membership Report was approved. 
 
Financial Report: Ken Jaffe stated that the final numbers are in for this past fiscal year and we 
fared better than we projected. Our bottom line shows that we have $300,00 more than we 
budgeted for, and our expenses were lower. Despite this, we had a $343,000 deficit, but with 
the PPE loan we ended up with a surplus of $329,000. Ken expressed that we came through this 
past challenging year better than expected because of the PPE loans. 
 
 Board Member AdministratiMatters: Marcie encouraged Board members to sign up for a 
Dvar’Torah slot. She also reminded Board members to send in the Conflict of Interest and 
Authorization forms. Ellen Agler said that the office would send out the form again as a 
reminder to those who still need to submit it. 
 
There will not be a Board meeting in August. Instead, there will be a meeting of the Committee 
chairpersons, to be conducted by Zoom, on Wednesday August 18th.  
 
UPDATES AND DISCUSSIONS 
Regathering and Covid-related Matters:  Rabbi Goldstein gave a summary of regathering 
efforts at the synagogue, highlighting our High Holidays plans. She reported that the COVID 
Advisory Group recommended that they feel it is safe for the synagogue to open at full 
capacity, with congregants being asked to wear masks indoors. Congregants will not be asked 
their vaccination status in an effort to make members who are not eligible to get the vaccine 
welcome. For the High Holidays our services will go to 75% capacity, not 100%, in an effort to 
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give people more breathing room. Rabbi Goldstein stated that BCC High School will be available 
to us for our HH services. The email that was sent to all members asking them to state their 
preferences for services was responded to by 600 member units. We are committed to giving 
every family member unit at least one service in person. Helena Peters will begin to go through 
congregants’ requests and tickets will be sent out electronically. Rabbi Goldstein said that no 
tickets will be available to out-of-town guests in an effort to minimize potential complications. 
Finally, Rabbi Goldstein reminded everyone that the public health situation may potentially 
change at any time, in which case we may have to reevaluate where things stand. 
 
Ellen Agler said that we have begun to upgrade our air filtration system throughout the temple; 
some free-standing filtration units will be added to classrooms. She noted that Temple Sinai 
families are now able to reserve the social hall for private events, and that food will be 
permitted to be served at these events. Temple Sinai staff will be asked to wear masks at these 
events. Regarding food, the Covid Task Force has recommended that no food will be served at 
Temple-sponsored events yet, such as Shabbat dinners or lunches for Kehillat Shabbat services. 
 
Renovation: Naomi Camper reported that the renovation of the sanctuary (Phase One) is 
tracking on time and on budget, and we are keeping our fingers crossed that the sanctuary will 
be ready for the High Holidays. In addition, the main office has been renovated and revamped, 
providing better circulation and some important physical separation.  
 
Capital Campaign: Naomi Camper said that the focus right now is on Phase One. Most donors 
seem to be willing to wait to see where we are before we start at the next phase. Naomi stated 
that there will be a thank you event for donors sometime during the next few months. 
 
Member Outreach Calls: Anita Stoll graciously agreed to spearhead this effort. We are 
committed to reaching all of our congregants during the two weeks before Rosh Hashanah 
(August 23-September 3) through direct calls or emails. Anita noted that we made calls during 
Covid to all of our members not too long ago, but we feel it is important to once again to reach 
out to wish our members a Shana Tova because we feel this is a tradition which congregants 
appreciate.  This time, about 150 families will be targeted to get phone calls- new members, 
families with children starting at the nursery school, and some of our older members. The rest 
of our congregants will be contacted via email. Karen Auerbach and Anita Stoll are collaborating 
on this project. 
 
Refugee Engagement: Catherine Ribnick gave an update on the status of our refugee 
engagement. Catherine said that Temple Sinai has not committed to anything specific yet, but 
we have told the Lutheran Social Services that we are willing to participate in the Good 
Neighbor program in some capacity.  The global situation is in such a state of flux that it is hard 
to know exactly what we will end up committing to, but there is lots of interest on the part of 
our community to be helpful when we make some decisions about what our involvement will 
be. 
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REPORTS 
President’s Report: Marcie’s report is in the Drop Box but wanted to highlight that many 
congregants have reached out to praise our congregations for our creativity and empathy 
regarding our programming during this difficult period. 
 
Senior Rabbi’s Report: Rabbi Goldstein had nothing to add. Rabbi Roos is returning to work on 
August 1st.  The board expressed gratitude to Rabbi Goldstein for captaining the ship so 
beautifully during Rabbi Roos’ absence. 
 
Executive Director’s Report: As submitted. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was an executive session from 8:45-9:05 PM. 
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 PM. 


