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TEMPLE SINAI BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING – June 16, 2021 (revised 7/19/21) 
 

 

Present [meeting conducted virtually by Zoom]: Michael Baratz, Lori Berman, Naomi 

Camper, Dora Chen, Jill Chenok, Ellen Croog, Glen Engelmann, Larry Freedman, Nancy 

Golding, Cathy Goldwyn, Kenneth Jaffe, Audrey Kramer, Myron Marlin, Howard Oppenheim, 

Matthew Pachman, Debbie Rappaport, Deitra Reiser, Catherine Ribnick, Elizabeth Rose, 

Steve Sacks, Gabe Satin, Marcie Solomon, Seth Speyer, Laura Steel, Michael Sussmann, 

Regina Ziegler, Rabbi Goldstein, Rabbi Diamondstein, Cantor Croen, Cantor Educator Robins 

and Executive Director Ellen Agler.   

Call to order: With a quorum of the Board members present, the meeting was called to 

order by Temple Sinai President Marcie Solomon at 7:33 p.m. 

Welcome: Marcie Solomon extended a warm welcome to the first Board meeting of the year 

and Rabbi Goldstein gave an introduction to the Shehecheyanu Blessing which was recited 

by Cantor Croen. 

BOARD ORIENTATION: As this is the first meeting of the new Board of Trustees for FY 2021-

2022, Marcie Solomon provided a general board orientation, including an overview of the 

vision for the upcoming year, the roles and responsibilities of the trustees, and board 

member engagement. Marcie also announced that we will be having a New Member 

reception later this summer. Ellen Agler discussed several administrative and logistical items, 

including sign-ups for D’vrai Torah and attendance at services, with a description of the 

Board web site and calendar. She also indicated that an email containing a link to a board-

only webpage will soon be disseminated so that board members can access for signature for 

both the conflict of interest resolution and the background check authorization. 

BOARD OPERATIONS AND GENERAL BUSINESS: 

• Board Meeting minutes – the April 2021 Board Meeting minutes were approved.   

• Membership report – the May/June 2021 membership report was approved.    

• Financial report – Ken Jaffe provided a summary of the written financial report, which 

shows on the revenue side: a) member financial commitments, for cash collected, we 

are tracking better than previously projected for the year, with member commitment 

income forecasted at 4% better than expected; b) as to the Annual Fund, we have 

exceeded our fundraising goals.  Per the written report, on the expense side, 

administration-related expenses are tracking below budget, except for COVID-related 
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expenses. Temple Sinai overall had a better financial performance than planned in large 

measure due to the receipt of the two rounds of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 

funds. The first PPP loan has now been fully forgiven and the Temple was able to finish 

the year without a deficit.  

• Check Signing Authority Resolution – the Check Signing Authority Resolution was 

approved, with the proposed signatories abstaining from the vote.  

  

UPDATES AND DISCUSSION: 

• Regathering Task Force: Rabbi Goldstein provided a summary of regathering efforts at 

the synagogue, including logistics, programming and rituals. Communications are being 

provided through regular publications called Regathering 5782 with bi-monthly updates. 

In-person Shabbat worship will begin this Friday in the Bet Am at 50% capacity. Board 

and officer installation Shabbat is scheduled for June 25th. There are also plans for the 

fall for outdoor ritual experience, family-youth programming and the Religious and 

Nursery Schools. Plans are being made in coordination with the COVID-Task Force and 

there was discussion about sign-ups and COVID-protocols. 

• High Holy Day Planning: Matt Pachman summarized the continuing COVID-related 

planning for High Holy Days using present D.C. guidelines and anticipating a goal of 

between 500 to 600 people for each on-site service which is designed to be modified 

depending upon future government guidelines. The hope is that every congregant who 

wishes to can attend one in-person High Holy Day service, with live streaming and 

outdoor ritual events also available. Masks will be required for on-site worship per the 

COVID-Task Force guidance and consistent with the practices of other synagogues.  

• Capital Campaign Report – Naomi Camper provided a summary of the Capital 

Campaign, including the new sanctuary, and she reported that Phase One of the 

renovation is presently on track.   

 

BREAKOUT ROOMS: The board members participated in breakout sessions facilitated by the 

individual officers during which the following topics were discussed: What makes Temple Sinai 

special? Looking ahead and in retrospect, the Board discussed what is important about the 

synagogue and how can we improve and enhance our activities and member engagement, 

participation and belonging. 

REPORTS: 

• President’s Report – as submitted. 
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• Senior Rabbi’s Report – In view of Rabbi Roos’ sabbatical, Rabbi Goldstein provided an 

oral report, focused primarily on the transition to in person ritual and High Holy Day 

planning.  

• Executive Director’s Report – as submitted. 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Laura Steel, Secretary 

 


