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TEMPLE SINAI BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 
(SECOND) SPECIAL MEETING – August 25, 2021 

 

 

Present [meeting conducted virtually by Zoom]: Michael Baratz, Dora Chen, Jill Chenok, Ellen Croog, Larry 

Freedman, Gary Friend, Nancy Golding, Cathy Goldwyn, Kenneth Jaffe, Audrey Kramer, Deborah Lewis, 

Myron Marlin, Howard Oppenheim, Catherine Ribnick, Liz Rose, Stephen Sacks, Marcie Solomon, Laura 

Steel, Anita Stoll, Michael Sussmann, D. Jean Veta, Regina Ziegler, Rabbi Jonathan Roos, Rabbi Hannah 

Goldstein, Rabbi Noah Diamondstein, Cantor Laura Croen, Cantor-Educator Rebecca Robins, Executive 

Director Ellen Agler and Acting Director Ali Hurewitz.  

Purpose: A (second) special meeting of the Board of Trustees was held to consider the implementation of 

certain policies and protocols related to health and safety for the High Holidays in view of the recent 

COVID-19 resurgence. 

Call to order: With a quorum of the Board members present, the meeting was called to order by Temple 

Sinai President Marcie Solomon at 7:33 p.m. 

Words of Torah: Rabbi Roos gave some words of Torah. 

UPDATES AND DISCUSSION: 

• Overview and Q&A – As a follow-up to the Special Board meeting held on August 22, 2021, the Board 

met again to discuss the concerns surrounding the recent Delta variant surge and the rapidly changing 

infectious disease guidance. During its previous Special Meeting on August 22nd , and in an effort to 

obtain the most up-to-date guidance from persons with significant expertise on the subject, the Board 

requested that the COVID Advisory Task Force and the Regathering Task Force update their 

recommendations regarding the following issues for the High Holy Days: 1) whether children under 12 

years of age (who are not currently eligible to be vaccinated) should be permitted to attend in-person 

services; 2) whether to require written verification of vaccination status and the logistics regarding 

implementation of such a requirement, including whether to require an attestation for any attendee 

who has not provided or forgotten a vaccination card; and 3) whether Temple Sinai should limit in-door 

capacity (below the previous recommendation of 75%). Marcie Solomon and Rabbi Roos summarized 

the updated recommendations of the COVID Advisory Task and Regathering Task Forces (that met 

together on August 24, 2021 and engaged in a robust debate) regarding proposed COVID protocols for 

in-person gathering for the High Holy Days. Two of the physicians from the COVID Advisory Task Force 

– Apple Sussmann, M.D. and Robert Enelow, M.D. – made a brief presentation and answered 

questions. 
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• The Board discussed the input and guidance from that Task Force meeting that has been developed 

into the following recommendations: 

o Require proof of vaccination to be shown in order to enter indoor services without exception 

and with no alternative to showing a valid vaccination card allowed (i.e. signed attestations). 

o Reduce capacity limits in all locations to 50% with social distancing implemented in some form. 

o Provide some services at which no unvaccinated individuals will be allowed (including children 

under 12 and adults with medical or other reasons for exemption): all evening services will be for 

vaccinated individuals only; no unvaccinated allowed (one service in the Sanctuary and one in 

the Bet Am for Rosh Hashanah; two in the Sanctuary plus one in the Bet Am for Kol Nidre).  

o Permit attendance at morning services by unvaccinated individuals who provide a negative 

COVID-19 PCR test taken within 72 hours of the service (vaccinated individuals are also welcome 

to attend with proof of vaccination). 

o Modify the procedure for ticket distribution such that tickets will not be assigned and 

distributed by the Temple Office. Instead, members will use an e-ticket platform (SimpleTix) 

which will enable everyone to register on their own for services on a first-come, first-served 

basis. 

o Maintain the current ticket eligibility allowing family members who are part of the Temple 

member household to attend services, but not accommodating guests. 

o Require masks indoors at all times for all people regardless of vaccination status and require 

masks to be worn for most outdoor programs. This is consistent with recent D.C. Department of 

Health guidelines. 

o Provide outdoor service options to provide outdoor worship opportunities for all ages: this 

would include rental (for up to one month) of a tent with 200-250 seating capacity in the Temple 

parking lot and used for both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  

o Hold multiple services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings/early afternoons in order to 

give more opportunities to attend services under the tent. 

o Cancel services at Bethesda Chevy Chase High School but utilize the musicians and some of the 

modes of worship from that service in the new tent services. 

o Modify the ticketing procedures in such a way that member families can only get tickets to one 

tented service at least initially and encourage the tented service for families with children who 

cannot yet be vaccinated.  

o Continue streaming, which is still our most important alternative for people not attending 

services in person. 

 

• The Temple Sinai Board unanimously endorsed and ratified the above-listed health and safety 

precautions which are considered prudent and necessary to appropriately prioritize health, safety, and 

well-being and reflects good public health policy designed to lower the risk of community spread of 

COVID-19. It is anticipated that the clergy will develop specific service offerings consistent with these 

health and safety parameters. 
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• The Board also voted unanimously to extend its heartfelt appreciation and sincerest gratitude to the 

entire Temple clergy team, staff, the COVID Advisory Task Force and the Regathering Task Force for 

the incredible hard work in putting together on such a short timetable these important procedures and 

protocols. 

 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Laura Steel, Secretary 


