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How to Use This Packet 
 

During Shabbat services, after reading from the Torah, Jews read a short 
passage from Prophets (Nevi’im). This passage is called haftarah ( הרטפה ), which 
literally means “parting,” or “exiting,” because it is the last traditional text read 
during the Torah service. The haftarah usually relates in some way to the Torah 
portion, or to the time of year in the Jewish calendar.  

 

Here at Temple Sinai, b’nai mitzvah students are responsible for picking 
their own haftarah portion. This packet contains five choices, all of which deal 
with leadership and/or social justice work, two topics that were very important to 
the prophets. Each choice has a paragraph or two of introduction, the text itself, 
and some guiding questions.  

 

What does becoming a Jewish leader and working to repair the world mean 
to you? If you had to teach the community of people attending your b’nai mitzvah 
ceremony one thing about what it means to live in the world in an ethical way, 
what would you teach them?  

 

The haftarah portion you pick can answer these questions, relate to your 
Torah portion or to a holiday happening around the time of your b’nai mitzvah, or 
it can teach something else that you think is important. You can pick your haftarah 
from the five options in this packet, or you can choose to chant one of the 
traditional haftarah portions for your Torah portion/b’nai mitzvah date. It’s up to 
you!  
 

At Temple Sinai, b’nai mitzvah students chant 3-7 verses of haftarah. Read 
through the options in this packet, as well as the traditional option(s) for your 
Torah portion, and pick the portion you are most excited to chant. When you give a 
d’var torah (speech) at your ceremony, you are welcome to talk about your Torah 
portion, your haftarah portion, or both. We’re excited to learn from you! 
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Frequently Asked Questions: Haftarah Edition 
 
Who were the prophets? 
 

In Jewish tradition, “prophet” is the word for a person who speaks with God 
and delivers God’s messages to people, and who delivers the people’s messages to 
God. (Prophets do not necessarily predict the future, although they can, if that’s the 
message God gives them.)  

There are a lot of prophets in the Torah, including Sarah, Abraham, 
Rebecca, Jacob, Moses, Miriam, Aaron, and more. There’s also a separate section 
of the Bible, called Nevi’im (“prophets”), dedicated entirely to the teachings of 
prophets who lived in the Land of Israel in the centuries after the Israelites were 
freed from slavery in Egypt. Some of these prophets were formal leaders while 
others were outsiders who God asked to speak truth to power. Haftarah readings 
come from Nevi’im. 

According to Jewish tradition, there have not been prophets for thousands of 
years, but we still read from the prophets every Shabbat in order to learn from their 
wisdom. Many of the prophets were most concerned with ethics, and encouraged 
people to pursue justice. For this reason, throughout history, the prophets have 
inspired many people working for social change. For example, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., often quoted the prophets in his speeches. 
 
Wait, the Torah is only one part of the Jewish bible, and there’s another part 
called Nevi’im? What’s the rest? 
 

The Hebrew acronym for the bible is TaNaKh ( ך׳׳נת ) – which stands for 
Torah ( הרות ), Nevi’im )םיאיבנ( , and Ketuvim ( םיבותכ ). Nevi’im means “prophets” 
and Ketuvim means “writings.”  

Like the Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim are broken up into different books. 
Most of the books in Nevi’im are named after specific prophets (like Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Jonah). Some (Judges, I Kings, and II Kings) are named after the 
types of leaders whose stories the books tell.  

Ketuvim’s sections include the Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Songs, the Book 
of Ruth, and more. One section of Ketuvim you might be familiar with is the Book 
of Esther, which we read on Purim.  
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At my neighbor/cousin/sibling/friend’s b’nai mitzvah, I’m pretty sure they read 
an assigned Haftarah portion. Why am I choosing?  
 
 Unlike Torah portions, which are read on a uniform schedule all over the 
world, Haftarah readings have varied over time, and different Jewish communities 
around the world follow different schedules of readings. In the United States, the 
Reform Movement has historically followed the Ashkenazic schedule of readings 
(which was probably codified sometime in the early Middle Ages), but this is only 
one of many options.  

Our ancestors who created schedules of haftarah readings were doing their 
best to pick meaningful and relevant readings from Nevi’im that matched the Torah 
portions and Jewish holidays. In some cases, we might agree with their choices, 
but in other cases, we might not.  
 This is where you come in. As an emerging Jewish leader, you have the 
opportunity to explore what Jewish tradition means to you, and teach other people 
about what it might mean to them. Choosing your haftarah portion is part of this – 
and in making a choice, you’re in good company. In recent years, the Conservative 
Movement came out with a new, triennial schedule of haftarah readings, and some 
Reform communities are making their own alternative haftarah schedules.  

For hundreds of years, Jews have selected haftarah readings in order to learn 
about our sacred texts and reflect on the meaning they can have in our lives: now, 
it’s your turn. 
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Deborah, woman of torches 
 

According to Nevi’im, after the Israelites entered the 
Promised Land and before they chose to be led by kings, they 
were led for many generations by Judges. The Judges were 
charismatic leaders - which means they didn’t inherit their 
leadership position, but instead came to power in each 
generation because other people recognized that they were good 
leaders. The Judges helped the Israelites resolve conflicts 
amongst themselves in times of peace, and they led the Israelites 
in times of war.  
 Deborah was a Judge and also a prophet; she led the 
Israelites in times of war and peace. Her story is told in Judges 
chapters 4-5. The haftarah portion on the next page is the 
beginning of her story; the Israelites have suffered for twenty 
years under the rule of an invading army, and it’s up to Deborah 
to respond. She orders her army general, Barak, to mount a 
counter-attack. In Judges 4:8-9, Barak tells Deborah he will only 
go to battle if she goes with him, and Deborah agrees. They win 
the battle, and then in Judges 5, Deborah sings a song 
(commonly called “Deborah’s Song”) to celebrate.  

Deborah’s story is often chanted as the haftarah portion on 
the Shabbat of the Torah portion B’Shalach, which includes the 
story of the Israelites crossing the Red Sea to escape slavery in 
Egypt and singing a song in celebration. Celebrating survival 
through song seems to have been very important for some of our 
ancestors. Leaders like Deborah (and Miriam and Moses, in 
B’shalach) played a crucial role not just in leading the people 
through challenging times, but also in helping them notice and 
celebrate when challenges had been overcome. 
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Judges 4:3-6 (Deborah) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

Deborah was recognized by other people as a good leader and they followed her. Why do you 
think people in Deborah’s time might have chosen her as a leader?  
 
A big part of leading is figuring out how best to empower other people to be leaders themselves. 
One of the decisions Deborah had to make in Judges 4 was whether or not to personally go with 
Barak into battle (even though it wasn’t her job) when he said he wouldn’t go by himself. What 
choice would you have made if you had been her? Why? 
 
What do you think makes someone a good leader? As you become a Jewish leader, what 
leadership qualities do you most want to grow in yourself? 

 ּו֥קֲעְִצּיַו ֹו֔ל֙ ֶלזְרַּב־בֶכֶֽר תֹו֤אֵמ עַׁ֨שְּת יִּ֠כ הָ֑וְהי־לֶא לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־ֽיֵנְב
׃ֽהָנָׁש םיִ֥רְׂשֶע הְָ֖קזָחְּב לֵ֛אָרְִׂשי יֵ֧נְּב־תֶא ץַ֞חָל אּוהְ֠ו  

 

The Israelites cried out to the Eternal; for he [Jabin, the king who had invaded their territory] 
.hundred iron chariots, and he had oppressed Israel ruthlessly for twenty yearshad nine  

 

 לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־תֶא הָ֥טְֹפׁש איִ֛ה תֹו֑דיִּפַל תֶׁשֵ֖א הָ֔איְִבנ הָּׁ֣שִא ֙הָרֹובְדּו
 ׃אֽיִהַה תֵ֥עָּב

 

Deborah, prophetess, was a woman of torches; she Judged Israel at that time. 
 

ֹּת־תַֽחַּת תֶבֶׁ֨שֹוי איִהְ֠ו  לֵ֖א־תֽיֵּב ןיֵ֥בּו הָ֛מָרָה ןיֵּ֧ב הָ֗רֹובְּד רֶמ֜
 ׃ֽטָּפְׁשִּמַל לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי יֵ֥נְּב ָהיֶ֛לֵא ּו֥לֲַעּיַו ִםיָ֑רְפֶא רַ֣הְּב

 

She would sit under the Palm of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of 
Ephraim, and the Israelites would go up to her for decisions. 

 

ֹניִבֲא־ןֶּב קָ֣רָבְל ֙אָרְקִּתַו חַ֗לְׁשִּתַו ֹּתַו יִ֑לָּתְַפנ ׁשֶדֶּ֖קִמ םַע֔  רֶמא֨
 רֹו֔בָּת רַ֣הְּב ָּ֙תְכַֽׁשָמּו ְךֵ֤ל לֵ֗אָרְִׂשי־ֽיֵהֹלֱא הָ֣וְהי ׀ הָּ֣וִצ אֹ֥לֲה ויָ֜לֵא
 ׃ןּוֽלְֻבז יֵ֥נְּבִמּו יִ֖לָּתְַפנ יֵ֥נְּבִמ ׁשיִ֔א ֙םיִפָלֲא תֶרֶׂ֤שֲע ָ֗ךְּמִע ָּ֣תְחַקָלְו

 

She summoned Barak son of Abinoam, of Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Eternal, 
the God of Israel, has commanded: ‘Go, march up to Mount Tabor, and take with you ten 
thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun.’” 
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Isaiah, justice-seeker 
 

Isaiah lived in Jerusalem during the second half of the 
eighth century BCE. He spoke out against injustice, especially 
economic injustice, and he also believed very strongly that one 
day, if we work for it, the world will be healed, and people will 
live together in justice and in peace. Isaiah’s teachings about 
justice and his belief that human beings can change the world 
for the better continue to inspire many people. Quotes from 
Isaiah can be found in our prayers, the speeches of prominent 
social justice leaders, and even popular culture.  

The book of Isaiah is the longest prophetic book, with 66 
chapters, and it is the source of more traditional haftarah 
readings than the book of any other prophet. Scholars think that 
chapters 40-66 were written several hundred years after Isaiah 
lived, but grouped with the teachings of the original Isaiah 
because of their similar themes. 
 In the haftarah portion on the next page, which is often 
read with the Torah portion B’reishit because of its reference to 
the creation story, Isaiah delivers the message that the Jewish 
people should be a “light of nations” working to free oppressed 
peoples. For Isaiah, justice work was not just something that 
individuals needed to engage in, but also something that groups 
of people and entire nations needed to take on together. 
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Isaiah 42:5-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

What do you think it means for the Jewish people to be a “light of nations”?  
 
How can we “open blind eyes” and “free captives?” 
 
The idea of the Jewish people as a Covenant People (a People who have a unique agreement 
with and responsibility to God) is central to many Jewish texts, but it means different things in 
different places. What do you think it means here? Does this vision resonate with you? Why 
or why not? 
 
 
 
 

ֹּכ  ץֶרָ֖אָה עַֹ֥קר םֶ֔היֵטֹו֣נְו ִ֙םיַ֙מָּׁשַה אֵ֤רֹוּב הָ֗וְהי ׀ לֵ֣אָה רַ֞מָא־הֽ
 ׃ּֽהָּב םיִ֥כְֹלהַל ַחּו֖רְו ָהיֶ֔לָע םָ֣עָל ֙הָמְָׁשנ ןֵֹ֤תנ ָהיֶ֑אָצֱאֶצְו

 
Thus said God the Eternal, Who created the skies and stretched them out, Who spread out the 
earth and what it brings forth, Who gave breath to the people upon it, and spirit to those who 
walk on it: 
 

 תיִ֥רְבִל ְָ֛ךנֶּתֶאְו ָ֗ךְרָּצֶאְו ָךֶָ֑דיְּב ֣קֵזְחַאְו קֶדֶ֖צְב ָֽךיִ֥תאָרְק הָ֛וְהי יִ֧נֲא
 ׃ֽםִיֹוּג רֹו֥אְל םָ֖ע

 
I Adonai have called you to justice, and I have strengthened your hand, and kept you and 
made you a covenant people, a light of nations— 
 

ֹקְפִל ֹי אֶלֶּ֖כ תיֵּ֥בִמ ריִּ֔סַא ֵ֙רּגְסַּמִמ איִ֤צֹוהְל תֹו֑רְוִע ִםיַ֣ניֵע ַח֖  יֵבְׁש֥
ֹח  ׃ְךֶׁשֽ

 
Opening blind eyes, freeing captives from confinement, from the dungeon those who sit in 
darkness. 
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Jeremiah, outspoken outsider 
 

The prophet Jeremiah lived through tremendous change 
and upheaval. He was born in the seventh century BCE in the 
Israelite kingdom of Judah, and called by God from a young age 
to speak truth to power – tell the people, and even kings, when 
their actions were unjust. Although Jeremiah wasn’t sure if he 
could do it, because he was just a kid, God reassured him that he 
could, and so he did. Jeremiah paid a high price for his 
willingness to speak truth to power: he was sent to jail. 

Later, Jeremiah’s life changed yet again when King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia invaded Judah, destroyed the 
Temple, and sent many people, including Jeremiah, into exile. In 
exile, Jeremiah continued to advise the people about how to live 
good lives; he encouraged them to put down roots and dedicate 
themselves to the wellbeing of their new communities. Even 
after the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem, some stayed 
in Babylon, launching a Babylonian Jewish community that 
would flourish for hundreds of years. 

The haftarah portion on the next page comes early in 
Jeremiah’s story (Chapter 7 of 52 total chapters). God has just 
asked Jeremiah to stand in front of the Temple in Jerusalem and 
tell the people who are going there to worship that their worship 
is empty if it is not matched by work for justice in the world. 
Jeremiah delivers the message, the core of which is contained in 
this haftarah portion. 
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Jeremiah 7:5-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 
In the Torah, we are told not to oppress the stranger, the orphan, and the widow many times 
(the rabbis of the Talmud say 36-46 times), and many of the prophets of Nevi’im repeat this 
message. What do you think these groups have in common? What groups might be 
equivalent to them in our society today, and how can we make sure that our society lives up 
to Jeremiah’s message? 
 
Only then will I let you dwell in this place (Jeremiah 7:7). Many prophets argue, as Jeremiah 
does here, that if the Israelites don’t “mend their ways,” their society will collapse. What do you 
think is the connection between justice and the continuation of society? Do you agree with 
Jeremiah that societies need to be just to continue? Why or why not? 
 
[Only] if you do not follow other Gods, to your own harm (Jeremiah 7:6). Jeremiah is one of 
many prophets who condemns the worship of other gods. One modern interpretation is that 
we “worship” things like “success” or “popularity” whenever we act like they are more 
important than anything else. When we treat these things like God (which can be easy to do 
either on purpose or accidentally), it can hurt us and other people. On a day-to-day basis, which 
of your actions reflect your beliefs about what’s most important? What helps you choose 
actions that match your beliefs, and what can make this harder? 

ֹוׂ֤שָע־םִא םֶ֑כיֵלְלַֽעַמ־תֶאְו םֶ֖כיֵכְרַּד־תֶא ּוביִ֔טיֵּת ֙ביֵטיֵה־םִא יִּ֤כ  
׃ּוהֵֽעֵר ןיֵ֥בּו ׁשיִ֖א ןיֵּ֥ב טָּ֔פְׁשִמ   ּ֙וׂשֲעַֽת

 
[Only] if you really mend your ways and your actions; if you really do justice between one 
person and their neighbor; 
 

ֹׁשֲעַֽת אֹ֣ל ָ֙הנָמְלַאְו םֹוָ֤תי רֵּ֣ג םֹו֣קָּמַּב  ּו֖כְּפְׁשִּת־ֽלַא יִָ֔קנ םָ֣דְו ּוק֔
׃ֽםֶכָל עַ֥רְל ּו֖כְלֵת אֹ֥ל םיִ֛רֵחֲא םיִ֧הֹלֱא יֵ֨רֲחַאְו הֶּ֑זַה  

 
if you do not oppress the stranger, the orphan, and the widow; if you do not shed the blood of 
the innocent in this place; if you do not follow other gods, to your own harm— 
 

ֶּזַה םֹו֣קָּמַּב ֙םֶכְתֶא יְִּ֤תנַּכִׁשְו  םֶ֑כיֵתֹוֽבֲאַל יִּתַָ֖תנ רֶׁ֥שֲא ץֶרָ֕אָּב ה֔
׃ֽםָלֹוע־דַעְו םָ֖לֹוע־ןִמְל  

 
[only] then will I [God] let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your ancestors for 
all time. 
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Ezekiel, priest and visionary 
 
 Ezekiel was a prophet and a priest. Like Jeremiah, he was 
exiled from Jerusalem when it was conquered by the Babylonian 
empire. Unlike Jeremiah, for Ezekiel, exile didn’t just mean 
losing his home – it also meant losing his vocation, since the 
Babylonians destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem where Ezekiel 
and the other priests served. 
 In spite of this, Ezekiel was often incredibly hopeful. As a 
prophet in exile, he worked to reassure the people that one day, 
they would have an opportunity to return to their homes and 
rebuild everything that mattered to them, including the Temple. 
He often had vivid visions, which he conveyed to the people, 
and towards the end of his book, he had an extremely detailed 
vision of the future rebuilt Temple. 
 This vision of the rebuilt Temple was probably inspiring to 
Ezekiel and his contemporaries because for them, the Temple 
represented home and their best opportunity to connect with 
God. For us, far removed from the Temple, parts of Ezekiel’s 
detailed vision may be less relatable. Even so, one striking 
feature is that Ezekiel sometimes interrupts his descriptions of 
architecture and sacrifices to talk very explicitly about justice. 
 The haftarah portion on the next page comes from one of 
these moments, in Ezekiel Chapter 45. Ezekiel has just been 
talking about how land will be allotted to different parts of the 
future Temple, when suddenly he begins to discuss the land of 
Israel as a whole, and how princes should treat their subjects. As 
you read, consider: how might the haftarah be related to 
Ezekiel’s broader discussion of setting aside land as holy 
ground? 
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Ezekiel 45:8-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 
In this passage of Ezekiel 45, Ezekiel describes a future, ideal society. How will the society he 
describes be different from the society he seems to live in? What will the leaders do 
differently? 
 
How might an ideal society be different from the society that we live in? What would our 
leaders do differently? 
 
A really important Jewish idea about social change work is “it’s not up to you to finish the work, 
but neither are you free to desist from it” (Mishna Avot 2:16). What’s one way that we - as 
individuals and/or as communities - can work to help bring about positive societal change? 

 

־תֶא ֙יַאיְִׂשנ דֹו֤ע ּו֨נֹוי־אֹלְו לֵ֑אָרְִׂשיְּב הָּ֖זֻחֲֽאַל ֹוּ֥ל־ֶהיְֽהִי ץֶרָ֛אָל
׃ֽםֶהיֵטְבִׁשְל לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־תֽיֵבְל ּו֥נְִּתי ץֶרָ֛אָהְו יִּ֔מַע   

 
[God said:] “In Israel, [only a certain amount] of the land will be [the prince’s] land to 
possess. And My princes shall no more oppress My people, but shall leave the rest of the land 
to the tribes of the House of Israel.”  
 

ֹּכ ֹ֙דׁשָו סָ֤מָח לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣איְִׂשנ ֙םֶכָל־בַר  הִ֗וְהי יָֹ֣נדֲא רַ֞מָא־הֽ
ֹׁשְֻרג ּומיִ֤רָה ּוׂ֑שֲע הָ֖קָדְצּו טָּ֥פְׁשִמּו ּוריִ֔סָה  םְֻ֖אנ יִּ֔מַע לַ֣עֵמ ֙םֶכיֵתֽ

׃ֽהִוְהי יָֹ֥נדֲא   
 
Thus said Adonai: “Enough, princes of Israel! Turn away from violence and destruction, and 
do what is right and just! Stop your evictions of My people!” Adonai declares. 
 

ֹמ  ׃ֽםֶכָל יְִ֥הי קֶדֶ֖צ־תַבּו קֶדֶ֛צ־תַפֽיֵאְו קֶדֶ֧צ־ֵיְנזאֽ  
 
Have honest balances, an honest ephah, and an honest bat. [The ephah and bat were both 
units of measurement. In this line, Ezekiel is telling leaders to stop being financially corrupt.] 
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Micah, pious radical 
 

The book of Micah is relatively short (just seven chapters), 
but it is packed with different themes important to many other 
prophets. Like Jeremiah (and others), Micah believed that 
societies characterized by injustice collapsed on themselves, and 
so it was important for everyone to do what was right. And like 
Isaiah (and others), Micah believed very strongly that a better 
world was possible. He spoke about a future time when nation 
will not lift up sword against nation, or study war anymore 
(Micah 4:3).  

Historians are not sure when the book of Micah was 
composed. Micah 1:1 says that Micah was a prophet during the 
reigns of kings who lived in the 700s and 600s BCE, but parts of 
his book refer to events that happened much later. Regardless of 
when he lived, Micah was a strong voice for justice and peace. 

In the passage on the next page, Micah offers his answer to 
a question that many people continue to ask today: what’s the 
best way to honor God? For most of the people living in Micah’s 
time, worshipping God meant offering sacrifices (which 
included burnt offerings of both animals and plant-based items). 
Micah, however, suggested a radically different approach, 
described in the haftarah portion below. 
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Micah 6:6-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

Burnt offerings … myriads of streams of oil (Micah 6:6-7). In Micah’s time, when people wanted 
to honor God, or when they sinned and wanted to ask God for forgiveness, they made sacrifices 
(of animals or grains) at the Temple. After the Temple was destroyed, the Rabbis instituted a 
system of prayer meant to replace the sacrifices, which we still use today.  
 
Given what he seems to think about burnt offerings, what do you think that Micah would say 
about the usefulness of prayer? And what do you think? Can prayer be useful, and if so, in 
what ways? 
 
What does it mean to you to “do justice,” “love mercy,” and “walk humbly”?  
 
If you had to make a list of the three most important things a person could do (the way 
Micah makes a list in 6:8), what would be on your list, and why? 
 

 תֹו֔לֹועְב ּוּנֶ֣מְּדַקֲאַה םֹו֑רָמ יֵ֣הֹלאֵל ףַּ֖כִא הָ֔וְהי םֵּ֣דַקֲא ֙הָּמַּב
׃ֽהָנָׁש יֵ֥נְּב םיִָ֖לגֲעַּב   

 
With what shall I approach Adonai, bow down to God on high? Shall I approach [God] with 
burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  
 

הֶ֤צְִריֲה  ֙יִרֹוכְּב ןֵּ֤תֶאַה ןֶמָׁ֑ש־יֵלֲֽחַנ תֹו֖בְבִֽרְּב םיִ֔ליֵא יֵ֣פְלַאְּב ֙הָוְהי
׃יִֽׁשְַפנ תאַּ֥טַח יִ֖נְטִב יִ֥רְּפ יִ֔עְׁשִּפ   

 
Would Adonai be pleased with thousands of rams, with myriads of streams of oil? Should I 
give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for my sins?  
 

 תֹוׂ֤שֲע־םִא יִּ֣כ ָ֗ךְּמִמ ׁשֵ֣רֹוּד הָ֞וְהי־ֽהָמּו בֹוּ֑ט־הַמ םָ֖דָא ָ֛ךְל ד֥יִּגִה
  ׃ָךֽיֶהֹלֱא־םִע תֶכֶ֖ל ַעֵ֥נְצַהְו דֶסֶ֔ח תַבֲהַ֣אְו ֙טָּפְׁשִמ

 
[God] has told you, O human, what is good, and what Adonai requires from you: Only to do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God. 
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Want to learn more? 
Check out these resources! 

 
 
In the Temple Sinai Library: 
 
 
The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary by Robert Alter is an English 

translation of the TaNaKh that was published in 2018. The Jewish Publication Society 
(JPS) translation of the TaNaKh, which is found in many Jewish sources (including those 
listed below), is often less literal. Especially in Nevi’im, which is very poetic, the JPS 
translation can be pretty interpretative. In contrast, Robert Alter’s goal is to get English-
speaking readers as close to the meaning and feel of the original Hebrew as possible, 
including by identifying when a phrase is hard to translate or understand. The Hebrew 
Bible: A Translation with Commentary is a great resource if you want another 
perspective on what your Torah or haftarah portion is saying, written in 21st-century 
English. 

 
The Jewish Study Bible edited by Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler covers the entire 

TaNaKh in English, with notes on what scholars currently think about when and how and 
why each section was written. In its discussion of Nevi’im, The Jewish Study Bible has a 
brief introduction to each prophet.  

 
 
Online: 
 
 
https://www.sefaria.org is a website that contains the complete English and Hebrew texts of the 

TaNaKh, as well as many (many many) other Jewish texts. If you want to read what 
happens before or after your specific haftarah portion but don’t have a TaNaKh handy, or 
you want to know what a specific Hebrew word in the portion means (if you click on a 
Hebrew word, Sefaria offers you English translations), Sefaria is the website for you. 

 
The Haftarah Wikipedia page (seriously). Different Jewish communities around the world read 

different haftarah portions. One of the most comprehensive lists of these different 
haftarah portions currently available is actually on the Wikipedia page explaining what 
Haftarah is. If, while you’re choosing your Haftarah portion, you’d like to consider as 
many options as possible, this list is a great place to start: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haftarah#List_of_Haftarot  

 


