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Exodus 32:1 שמות ל״ב:א׳
ֶדת  ה ָלֶר֣ ׁש מֶֹׁש֖ ם ִּכֽי־בֵֹׁש֥ (א) ַוַּיְ֣רא ָהָע֔

ן ַוּיֹאְמ֤רּו  ֹ֗ ם ַעֽל־ַאֲהר ל ָהָע֜ ר ַוּיִָּקֵה֨ ִמן־ָהָה֑
ר ֵיְֽלכּ֙ו  ים ֲאֶׁש֤ נּו ֱא�ִה֗ ֵאָלי֙ו ֣קּום ׀ ֲעֵׂשה־ָל֣
ר ֶהֱֽעָל֙נּ֙ו  יׁש ֲאֶׁש֤ ה ָהִא֗ ינּו ִּכי־ֶז֣ה ׀ מֶֹׁש֣ ְלָפנֵ֔

יָה ֽלֹו׃ ְענּו ֶמה־ָה֥ יִם ֥�א יַָד֖ ֶרץ ִמְצַר֔ ֵמֶא֣

(1) The people saw that Moses was 
delayed in descending the mountain. And 
the people gather unto Aaron and they said 
to him, "Get up and make us gods that will 
go before us. As for this Moses, the man 
who raised us up from the land of Egypt, 
we do not know what has become of him."

1. Sometimes the Israelites are referred to by tribal grouping. Sometimes the elders are mentioned.
Why here might the Israelites be referred to as "the people," capable of making collective
decisions? 
 
 
2. Why might Moses's absence spur the Israelites to want gods? What function would these gods
serve? Who would these gods be replacing? 
 
 
3. How do the Israelites understand Aaron's purpose? How does their use of Aaron compare to the
role God and Moses have set up for Aaron so far in Exodus?

Exodus 32:2-6 שמות ל״ב:ב׳-ו׳
ב  י ַהּזָָה֔ ן ָּפְֽרקּ֙ו נִזְֵמ֣ ֹ֔ אֶמר ֲאֵלֶה֙ם ַאֲהר ֹ֤ (ב) ַוּי

ם  ם ּוְבנֵֹתיֶכ֑ ם ְּבנֵיֶכ֖ ֲאֶׁש֙ר ְּבָאזְֵנ֣י נְֵׁשיֶכ֔
(2) And to them Aaron said, "Break off the 
rings of gold which are in the ears of your 



יאּו ֵאָלֽי׃ ְוָהִב֖
ר  ב ֲאֶׁש֣ י ַהּזָָה֖ ם ֶאת־נִזְֵמ֥ (ג) ַוּיְִתָּפְֽרקּ֙ו ָּכל־ָהָע֔

ן׃ ֹֽ יאּו ֶאֽל־ַאֲהר ם ַוּיִָב֖ ְּבָאזְנֵיֶה֑
הּו  ֶרט ַוּֽיֲַעֵׂש֖ ם ַוָּיַ֤צר אֹתֹ֙ו ַּבֶח֔ ח ִמּיָָד֗ (ד) ַוּיִַּק֣
ל  י֙� יְִׂשָרֵא֔ ֶּלה ֱא�ֶה֙ אְמ֔רּו ֵא֤ ֹ֣ ה ַוּי גֶל ַמֵּסָכ֑ ֵע֣

יִם׃ ֶרץ ִמְצָרֽ ר ֶהֱע֖לּו� ֵמֶא֥ ֲאֶׁש֥
א  יו ַוּיְִקָר֤ ַח ְלָפָנ֑ ן ַוִּיֶ֥בן ִמזְֵּב֖ ֹ֔ (ה) ַוַּיְ֣רא ַאֲהר

ה ָמָחֽר׃ ג ַליהָו֖ ר ַח֥ ַאֲֽהרֹ֙ן ַוּיֹאַמ֔
ת ַוּיֲַע֣לּו עֹ֔�ת ַוּיִַּגׁ֖שּו  ימּ֙ו ִמָּֽמֳחָר֔ (ו) ַוּיְַׁשִּכ֙
מּו  ל ְוָׁש֔תֹו ַוּיָֻק֖ ֹ֣ ים ַוֵּיֶׁ֤שב ָהָע֙ם ֶלֱֽאכ ְׁשָלִמ֑

ְלַצֵחֽק׃ (פ)

wives, your sons, and your daughters, and 
bring them to me."
(3) And all the people themselves broke off 
the rings of gold that were in their ears and 
they brought them to Aaron.
(4) And he took it from their hand and he 
formed it with an engraving tool and he 
made of it a molten calf. And they said, 
"These are your gods, Israel, that raised 
you up from the land of Egypt."
(5)  Aaron saw and he built an altar before
it. And Aaron made a proclamation and he
said, "Tomorrow is a festival for YHWH."
(6) And they rose early the next day and 
they burnt up burnt offerings and they 
brought peace offerings. And the people 
sat down to eat and they drank and they 
rose up to play. 

1. Make a list of the words describing upward and downward motion in the text so far. What
goes up? What goes down? What connotations does each have?
 
 
 
2. Whom does Aaron address? Who responds? Is it the same group of people? Why might
this be the case? Who are the Israelites here? Who speaks in verse 4? Whom are they
addressing? 
 
 
 
3. What might Aaron have seen in verse 5? Why might he declare a festival for YHWH, the
Israelite God, whom he is defying here? Can you read Aaron here as devote to YHWH?
How would you explain his actions? Can you read Aaron as taken in by idols here? How
would you explain his actions? 
 
 

Exodus 32:7-8 שמות ל״ב:ז׳-ח׳
ת  י ִׁשֵח֣ ד ִּכ֚ ה ֶל�־ֵר֕ ה ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֑ ר יְהָו֖ (ז) ַויְַדֵּב֥

יִם׃ ֶרץ ִמְצָרֽ יָת ֵמֶא֥ ר ֶהֱעֵל֖ ַעְּמ֔� ֲאֶׁש֥
ם ָעׂ֣שּו  ר ִצִּויִת֔ ֶר֙� ֲאֶׁש֣ ר ִמן־ַהֶּד֙ רּו ַמֵה֗ (ח) ָס֣

ה ַוּיְִׁשַּתֲֽחוּו־לֹ֙ו ַוּיִזְְּבחּו־֔לֹו  גֶל ַמֵּסָכ֑ ם ֵע֖ ָלֶה֔
ר ֶהֱֽע֖לּו�  ל ֲאֶׁש֥ י֙� יְִׂשָרֵא֔ ֶּלה ֱא�ֶה֙ אְמ֔רּו ֵא֤ ֹ֣ ַוּי

יִם׃ ֶרץ ִמְצָרֽ ֵמֶא֥

(7) And YHWH spoke to Moses, "Go, 
descend, for your people, who you raised 
up from the land of Egypt, have ruined 
themselves.  
(8) They have quickly turned aside from 
the path I commanded for them. They 
made themselves a molten calf. And they 
bowed to it and they sacrificed to it and 
they said, "These are your gods, Israel, 
that raised you up from the land of Egypt."



1. What does God see as God's role in this saga? What does God see as Moses's role? Is this
what you would expect? 
 
 
2. How does God's version of the events correspond to the version of the events we have
already read, presented by the narrator? Why might this be the case? 

Exodus 32:9-10 שמות ל״ב:ט׳-י׳
ם  יִת֙י ֶאת־ָהָע֣ ה ָרִא֙ ה ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֑ אֶמר יְהָו֖ ֹ֥ (ט) ַוּי

ֶרף ֽהּוא׃ ֹ֖ ה ְוִהֵּנ֥ה ַעם־ְקֵׁשה־ע ַהּזֶ֔
ם  ם ַוֲאַכֵּל֑ י ָבֶה֖ י ְוִיַֽחר־ַאִּפ֥ (י) ְוַעָּת֙ה ַהִּנ֣יָחה ִּל֔

ה אֹוְת֖� ְל֥גֹוי ָּגֽדֹול׃ ְוֶאֱֽעֶׂש֥

(9) And YHWH said to Moses, "I saw this 
people and behold, they are a stiff-necked 
people. 
(10) And now, let me be so that my wrath 
may burn hot against them and I will 
annihilate them. And I will make you into 
a great nation." 

1. God has just told Moses to go down the mountain to deal with Moses's people. Now God
is telling Moses to stand aside so God can destroy the people. What might have changed
between these two utterances? How might you reconcile them? 

Exodus 32:11-14 שמות ל״ב:י״א-י״ד
אֶמר  ֹ֗ יו ַוּי ה ֱא�ָה֑ י יְהָו֣ ה ֶאת־ְּפֵנ֖ ל מֶֹׁש֔ (יא) ַויְַח֣
אָת֙  ר הֹוֵצ֙ � ֲאֶׁש֤ ה ַאְּפ֙� ְּבַעֶּמ֔ ה יְהָו֙ה יֱֶחֶר֤ ָלָמ֤

ה׃ ַח ָּג֖דֹול ּוְבָי֥ד ֲחזָָקֽ ֹ֥ יִם ְּבכ ֶרץ ִמְצַר֔ ֵמֶא֣
ה  ר ְּבָרָע֤ ֹ֗ יִם ֵלאמ (יב) ָלָּמ֩ה יֹאְמ֨רּו ִמְצַר֜

ל  ם ֵמַע֖ ים ּ֨וְלַכ�ָת֔ ג אָֹת֙ם ֶּבָֽהִר֔ ֹ֤ ֽהֹוִציָא֙ם ַלֲהר
ם  � ְוִהּנֵָח֥ ה ׁ֚שּוב ֵמֲח֣רֹון ַאֶּפ֔ ְּפֵנ֣י ָהֲֽאָדָמ֑

ה ְלַעֶּמֽ�׃ ַעל־ָהָרָע֖
י�  ל ֲעָבֶד֗ ק ּוְליְִׂשָרֵא֜ ר ְלַאְבָרָה֩ם ְליְִצָח֨ ֹ֡ (יג) זְכ
ם ַאְרֶּבה֙  ר ֲאֵלֶה֔ ְעָּת ָלֶה֮ם ָּב֒� ַוְּתַדֵּב֣ ר נְִׁשַּב֣ ֲאֶׁש֨

ֶרץ  יִם ְוָכל־ָהָא֨ י ַהָּׁשָמ֑ ם ְּככֹוְכֵב֖ ֶאֽת־זְַרֲעֶכ֔
ם ְונֲָח֖לּו  ְרִּתי ֶאֵּת֙ן ְלזְַרֲעֶכ֔ ר ָאַמ֗ את ֲאֶׁש֣ ֹ֜ ַהּז

ְלעָֹלֽם׃
ר  ר ִּדֶּב֖ ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ָרָע֔ ה ַעל־ָה֣ (יד) ַוּיִָּנֶ֖חם יְהָו֑

ַלֲעׂ֥שֹות ְלַעּֽמֹו׃ (פ)

(11) And Moses pleaded before YHWH his 
Elohim, and he said, "Why, YHWH, 
should your wrath burn against your 
people whom you took out from the land 
of Egypt with great strength and a mighty 
hand? 
(12) Why should Egypt say, 'In evilness He 
brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains and to annihilate them from the 
face of the earth.' Turn back from your 
burning wrath and relent from this evil to 
your people. 
(13) Remember your servants, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, to whom you swore upon 
yourself and you said to them, 'I will 
multiply your seed like the stars of the 
heavens, and all this land, about which I 
have spoken, I will give to your seed as an 
eternal inheritance.'"  
(14) And YHWH relented from the evil 
which he had spoken to do to his nation.



1. Who does Moses say is responsible for the exodus? Who had the Israelites said was
responsible? Who had God said was responsible? Who is normally held as the one
responsible for the exodus? Why might this be a point of contention here? 
 
 
2. Why might Moses appeal to what the Egyptians would say about God? Has God cared
what the Egyptians have thought before? What might it say about God that God does care
about the impressions of other nations?
 
 
3. Moses lists three reasons before God relents. Think about the order of the reasons. Why
might they be in this order? Are the reasons related to each other? Is the last reason the most
effective?

Exodus 32:15-20 שמות ל״ב:ט״ו-כ׳
ת  ֹ֥ ר ּוְׁשֵנ֛י ֻלח ֶפן ַוֵּיֶ֤רד מֶֹׁש֙ה ִמן־ָהָה֔ (טו) ַוּיִ֜
ם  ת ְּכֻתִבי֙ם ִמְּׁשֵנ֣י ֶעְבֵריֶה֔ ֹ֗ ת ְּביָ֑דֹו ֻלח ָהֵעֻד֖

ם ְּכֻתִבֽים׃ ִמֶּז֥ה ּוִמֶּז֖ה ֵה֥
ב  ָּמה ְוַהִּמְכָּת֗ ים ֵה֑ ה ֱא�ִה֖ ת ַמֲעֵׂש֥ ֹ֔ ֻּלח (טז) ְוַה֨

ת׃ ֹֽ ב ֱא�ִהי֙ם ֔הּוא ָח֖רּות ַעל־ַהֻּלח ִמְכַּת֤
ה  ֹ֑ ם ְּבֵרע ַע ֶאת־֥קֹול ָהָע֖ ע יְהֹוֻׁש֛ (יז) ַוּיְִׁשַמ֧

ה ַּבַּֽמֲחנֶה׃ ה ֥קֹול ִמְלָחָמ֖ ֹ֙אֶמ֙ר ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֔ ַוּי
ין ֖קֹול  ה ְוֵא֥ ין קֹול֙ ֲע֣נֹות ְּגבּוָר֔ אֶמר ֵא֥ ֹ֗ (יח) ַוּי

י ׁשֵֹמַֽע׃ ה ֣קֹול ַעּ֔נֹות ָאנִֹכ֖ ֲע֣נֹות ֲחלּוָׁש֑
ה ַוַּיְ֥רא  ר ָקַר֙ב ֶאל־ַהַּֽמֲחנֶ֔ י ַּכֲאֶׁש֤ (יט) ַוֽיְִה֗

ה ַוּיְַׁשֵל֤�  ף מֶֹׁש֗ גֶל ּוְמחֹ֑�ת ַוִּיַֽחר־ַא֣ ֶאת־ָהֵע֖
ַחת  ם ַּת֥ ר אָֹת֖ ת ַויְַׁשֵּב֥ ֹ֔ מידו [ִמּיָָדי֙ו] ֶאת־ַהֻּלח

ָהָהֽר׃
ׁש  ף ָּבֵא֔ ֹ֣ ר ָעׂשּ֙ו ַוּיְִׂשר גֶל ֲאֶׁש֤ ח ֶאת־ָהֵע֨ (כ) ַוּיִַּק֞

יִם  זֶ֙ר ַעל־ְּפֵנ֣י ַהַּמ֔ ק ַוּיִ֙ ד ֲאֶׁשר־ָּד֑ ן ַע֣ ַוּיְִטַח֖
ַוַּיְׁ֖שְק ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֥י יְִׂשָרֵאֽל׃

(15) Moses turned and descended from the 
mountain, with the two tablets of 
testimony in his hand, tablets inscribed on 
two sides, on this side and that side they 
were inscribed. 
(16) And the tablets were the work of 
Elohim and the inscription was the 
inscription of Elohim, engraved upon the 
tablets.
(17) And Joshua heard the sound of the 
people shouting and he said to Moses, "the 
sound of war is in the camp." 
(18) And he said, "It is not the sound of the 
call of victory and it is not the sound of 
the call of defeat. Is is the sound of calling 
that I am hearing."
(19) And it was when he approached the 
camp that he saw the calf and the dancing. 
And the wrath of Moses burned and he 
cast from his hand the tablets and he broke 
them under the mountain. 
(20) And he took the calf which they had 
made and he burned it in fire and he 
ground it to a powder. And he scattered it 
on the face of the water and made the 
Israelites drink it." 

1. This section focuses on a number of small visual details. Imagine you were filming this
sequence. What would the camera follow to convey the emphasis on the details here?



Exodus 32:21 שמות ל״ב:כ״א
ה ְל֖�  ן ֶמֽה־ָעָׂש֥ ֹ֔ אֶמר מֶֹׁש֙ה ֶאֽל־ַאֲהר ֹ֤ (כא) ַוּי

ה גְדָֹלֽה׃ יו ֲחָטָא֥ אָת ָעָל֖ ם ַהֶּז֑ה ִּכֽי־ֵהֵב֥ ָהָע֣
(21) And Moses said to Aaron, “What did 
this people do to you that you brought 
such great sin upon them?”

1. How does Moses understand Aaron's role in this? What does he know about what Aaron
has done or not done? To what degree does he hold Aaron responsible? To what degree had
God held Aaron responsible? To what degree do you hold Aaron responsible? 

Exodus 32:22-24 שמות ל״ב:כ״ב-כ״ד
י ַאָּת֙ה  ף ֲאדִֹנ֑ ן ַאל־ִיַ֥חר ַא֖ ֹ֔ אֶמר ַאֲהר ֹ֣ (כב) ַוּי

ע ֽהּוא׃ י ְבָר֖ ם ִּכ֥ ְעָּת ֶאת־ָהָע֔ יַָד֣
ר  ים ֲאֶׁש֥ נּו ֱא�ִה֔ י ֲעֵׂשה־ָל֣ אְמרּו ִל֔ ֹ֣ (כג) ַוּי
ר  יׁש ֲאֶׁש֤ ה ָהִא֗ ינּו ִּכי־ֶז֣ה ׀ מֶֹׁש֣ יְֵל֖כּו ְלָפֵנ֑

יָה  ְענּו ֶמה־ָה֥ יִם ֥�א יַָד֖ ֶרץ ִמְצַר֔ ֶהֱֽעָל֙נּ֙ו ֵמֶא֣
ֽלֹו׃

י  קּו ַוּיְִּתנּו־ִל֑ ב ִהְתָּפָר֖ י זָָה֔ ר ָלֶה֙ם ְלִמ֣ (כד) ָואַֹמ֤
גֶל ַהֶּזֽה׃ א ָהֵע֥ ׁש ַוּיֵֵצ֖ הּו ָבֵא֔ ָוַאְׁשִלֵכ֣

22) And Aaron said, "Do not let your
wrath burn, my lord. You know this
people, that it exists in evilness.
(23) They said to me, 'Make us gods that
will go before us. As for this Moses, the
man who raised us up from the land of
Egypt, we do not know what has become
of him.'
(24) And I said to them, 'Who has gold?' 
And they broke it off and gave it to me, 
and I cast it in the fire and this calf came 
out."

1. Compare Aaron's report of the incident here to the narrator's report of the incident in
verses 1-6. What does Aaron portray faithfully? What does he change? What might the
effect of his changes be?

Exodus 32:25-28 שמות ל״ב:כ״ה-כ״ח
ַע ֑הּוא  י ָפֻר֖ ם ִּכ֥ (כה) ַוַּיְ֤רא מֶֹׁש֙ה ֶאת־ָהָע֔

ה ְּבָקֵמיֶהֽם׃ ן ְלִׁשְמָצ֖ ֹ֔ ה ַאֲהר ֹ֣ ִּכֽי־ְפָרע
י  אֶמר ִמ֥ ֹ֕ ה ַוּי ַער ַהַּֽמֲחנֶ֔ ד מֶֹׁש֙ה ְּבַׁש֣ ֹ֤ (כו) ַוּיֲַעמ

יו ָּכל־ְּבֵנ֥י ֵלִוֽי׃ י ַוּיֵָאְס֥פּו ֵאָל֖ ה ֵאָל֑ ַליהָו֖
י  ר יְהָו֙ה ֱא�ֵה֣ ֹֽה־ָאַמ֤ ם ּכ אֶמר ָלֶה֗ ֹ֣ (כז) ַוּי

ימּו ִאיׁש־ַחְרּ֖בֹו ַעל־יְֵר֑כֹו ִעְב֨רּו  ל ִׂש֥ יְִׂשָרֵא֔
ה ְוִהְר֧גּו  ַע֙ר ַּבַּֽמֲחנֶ֔ ַער ָלַׁש֙ ָוׁ֜שּובּו ִמַּׁש֤

יׁש  הּו ְוִא֥ יׁש ֶאת־ֵרֵע֖ יו ְוִא֥ ִאֽיׁש־ֶאת־ָאִח֛
ֶאת־ְקרֹֽבֹו׃

ל  ֹ֤ ה ַוּיִּפ ר מֶֹׁש֑ י ִּכְדַב֣ (כח) ַוַּיֲֽעׂ֥שּו ְבֵנֽי־ֵלִו֖
י ִאֽיׁש׃ ִמן־ָהָע֙ם ַּבּ֣יֹום ַה֔הּוא ִּכְׁש֥�ֶׁשת ַאְלֵפ֖

(25) And Moses saw the people - that they 
were unrestrained because Aaron had not 
restrained them to their same among those 
who did stand up from them. 
(26) And Moses stood at the entrance of 
the camp and said, "Who is for YHWH? 
Come to me!" And all the Levites 
gathered to him.
(27) And he said to them, "Thus said 
YHWH, Elohim of Israel, 'Let each man 
put his sword on his side and pass through 
and return from entrance to entrance of 
them and let each man kill his brother, 
each man kill his fellow, each man kill his 
close one.'"



(28) And the Levites did as Moses had 
spoken. And on that day about 3000 men 
fell from the people. 

1. In verse 25, the word for restraint is spelled the same way as the word for Pharaoh. How
might this influence your understanding of what Aaron's role of leader of the people ought to
be?'
 
 
2. Moses's initial reaction to the golden calf had been the ceremony above, in which he made
the people drink its ashes. Why might he decide to kill large numbers of people after hearing
Aaron's words? Is this what Aaron intended? Is this a fair punishment?
 
 
3. How does Moses's destructive streak compare to that of God? Moses implements a
complicated killing. Who kills whom? Why might this be the case?
 
 

Exodus 32:29-30 שמות ל״ב:כ״ט-ל׳
ה  ם ַהּיֹו֙ם ַלֽיהָו֔ ה ִמְל֨אּו יְֶדֶכ֤ אֶמר מֶֹׁש֗ ֹ֣ (כט) ַוּי
ת ֲעֵליֶכ֛ם ַהּ֖יֹום  יו ְוָלֵת֧ יׁש ִּבְב֖נֹו ּוְבָאִח֑ י ִא֥ ִּכ֛

ְּבָרָכֽה׃
ם  אֶמר מֶֹׁש֙ה ֶאל־ָהָע֔ ֹ֤ ת ַוּי (ל) ַויְִה֙י ִמָּֽמֳחָר֔
ה ְוַעָּת֙ה ֶאֱֽעֶל֣ה  ה גְדָֹל֑ ם ֲחָטָא֣ ם ֲחָטאֶת֖ ַאֶּת֥

ד ַחַּטאְתֶכֽם׃ ה ְּבַע֥ ה אּוַל֥י ֲאַכְּפָר֖ ֶאל־יְהָו֔

(29) And Moses said, "Consecrate 
yourselves (fill your hands) today to 
YHWH, for everyone is against his son 
and against his brother, in order to give to 
you all today a blessing. 
(30) And the next day Moses said to the 
people, "You have sinned a great sin. And 
now I will rise up to YHWH. Perhaps I 
will be able to repent for your sin."

1. What is the sin to which Moses is referring here? Think of a few possibilities.
 
2. What had God told Moses to do when he descended to the people? Has Moses done it?
Why might Moses think he needs to go back up to God? How might Moses evaluate his own
actions?
 
3. What might the connection between killing your families and repenting be? 

Exodus 32:31-35 שמות ל״ב:ל״א-ל״ה
א  א ָחָט֞ ּנָ֗ ר ָא֣ ה ַוּיֹאַמ֑ ה ֶאל־יְהָו֖ (לא) ַוָּיָׁ֧שב מֶֹׁש֛

י  ם ֱא�ֵה֥ ה ַוַּיֲֽעׂ֥שּו ָלֶה֖ ה גְדָֹל֔ ם ַהּזֶ֙ה ֲחָטָא֣ ָהָע֤
זָָהֽב׃

יִן  ם ְוִאם־ַא֕ א ַחָּטאָת֑ ה ִאם־ִּתָּׂש֣ (לב) ְוַעָּת֖
ר ָּכָתְֽבָּת׃ א ִמִּֽסְפְר֖� ֲאֶׁש֥ נִי נָ֔ ְמֵח֣

(31) And Moses returned to YHWH and he 
said, "Please. This people have sinned a 
great sin and they have made for 
themselves gods of gold. 
(32) And now, please forgive their sin, and 
if not, please erase me from your book 
which you are writing.”



 

ר  י ֲאֶׁש֣ ה ִמ֚ ה ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֑ אֶמר יְהָו֖ ֹ֥ (לג) ַוּי
י׃ ּנּו ִמִּסְפִרֽ י ֶאְמֶח֖ ָחָֽטא־ִל֔

ל  ם ֶא֤ ה ֶאת־ָהָע֗ ה ֵל֣� ׀ נְֵח֣ (לד) ְוַעָּת֞
י יֵֵל֣� ְלָפֶנ֑י�  � ִהֵּנ֥ה ַמְלָאִכ֖ ְרִּת֙י ָל֔ ֲאֶׁשר־ִּדַּב֙

ם ַחָּטאָתֽם׃ י ֲעֵליֶה֖ י ּוָפַקְדִּת֥ ּוְב֣יֹום ָּפְקִד֔
ר ָעׂ֣שּו  ל ֲאֶׁש֣ ם ַע֚ ה ֶאת־ָהָע֑ ף יְהָו֖ ֹ֥ (לה) ַוּיִּג

ן׃ (ס) ֹֽ ה ַאֲהר ר ָעָׂש֖ גֶל ֲאֶׁש֥ ֶאת־ָהֵע֔

(33) And YHWH said to Moses, "The one 
who sinned against me I will erase from 
my book.
(34) And now, go and lead the people to 
the place which I will tell you. Behold, my 
messenger will walk before you. On the 
day of my counting, I will count their sin 
upon them."
(35) And YHWH plagued the people on 
account of them making the calf which 
Aaron made.

1. What is Aaron's role in all of this? How does Moses understand it? How does God
understand it? How do the people understand it? How do the punishments reflect it?
 
2. What is Aaron's intended role among the Israelites? Why might this chapter occur in the
middle of a long discussion of Aaron's role as high priest? What does it do to your
understanding of the descriptive chapters about the role of high priest which have proceeded
this chapter?
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