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Mission
Temple Sinai is a center for those who seek to develop 
and enhance their Jewish identity through worship of 
God, ritual life, education, social action, concern for 

the State of Israel, and communal involvement, with an 
emphasis on the enduring Jewish values expressed by 

the Reform Movement.

Vision
Temple Sinai will be a congregation whose members 

feel a binding sense of Jewish community; are 
building a strong foundation for the future; enjoy a 

personal connection with the temple and their clergy; 
are intellectually and spiritually engaged; and are 

inspired, stimulated and challenged by the Reform 
Jewish tradition. 
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From Our Leadership

The work and accomplishments summarized in our Annual Report are a testament to what make 
Temple Sinai special.  We are a community of passionate, caring members who give to each 
other and to our community.  We lead, we share, we do things big and small and, with each step 
forward, we make the world a bit better.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I express gratitude for the participation and support 
of our members.

Gary Friend 
President

This annual report is filled with figures that quantify our temple’s past year and show an 
impressive picture of our community and its activities. It is more than a collection of numbers. 
In these pages you will find the spirit our congregation and the meaningful relationships that 
exist at Temple Sinai. There is, however, one important data point not included in this report: 
12 individuals were shot and killed in anti-Semitic attacks at Shabbat services in American 
synagogues this past year. That does not appear in the report because neither of the attacks 
occurred at Sinai. I mention them here first and foremost as a memorial. The mitzvah to 
memorialize Jews killed because they are Jewish is incumbent on all of us. I also cite the twelve 
here because whatever success, growth, or celebration we enjoyed in our congregation this 
past year is diminished by their murder and the pall it cast over our lives. May their memories 
be a blessing.

This has, in fact, been a year of great success, growth and celebration. Two successes in particular stand out. 
First, The Honor Our Heritage, Build Our Future Campaign has not only raised significant funds to secure our 
future, it has engaged hundreds of temple members in a process to envision a lasting, strong future for Temple 
Sinai. We could not have reached this point without many of you giving generously and without the leadership of 
our co-chairs, Naomi Camper and Andrew Engel along with the team of volunteers listed in this booklet. We are, 
as of my writing this note, 75% to our goal. We need your help and your generosity to complete this task and 
build a future for our children and their children. Please join me in giving to the campaign.

Secondly, I am grateful to our temple leadership and to my colleagues for working hard over the course of this 
year at securing the continuity of our current clergy and professional staff team for several more years. It is rare 
to find such a talented collection of clergy and staff in a single synagogue. It is rarer still to have such a team 
of leaders who get along so well and thrive together. It is almost unheard of to have such a group stay together 
for as many years as we have enjoyed. I know that our congregation is a special place because it is a reflection 
of you, our members. But I also know that this incredible team of rabbis, cantors, educators, and our executive 
director and administrative and facilities staff are a truly great team and I’m grateful we will have them together 
at Sinai for years to come.

Finally. I hope you will join me in thanking Gary Friend for his two years of service and commitment as our 
temple president. We are in great shape thanks largely to him. With gratitude for all the goodness we have 
experienced in the past year and prayers for continued happiness and success in the year to come, I am proud 
to open this annual report to you and our friends and families.

Rabbi  
Jonathan Roos
Senior Rabbi
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Ani & Michael Alprin and their children 
Jacob, Marleah & Tori

Benjamin Bachrach & Elizabeth 
Langsfeld and their children Jacob & 
Sophie

Donald & Norma Berlin
Dylana Blum & Josh Kallmer and their 

children Nadia & Mira
Stacy & Noah Cantor and their children 

Ethan & Zachary
Brad & Margo Cohen and their daughter 

Maya
Jonathan & Kristen Cohen and their son 

Samuel
David & Allison Donadio and their 

children Jonah & Talia
Jocelyn & Nathan Dyer and their 

children Elizabeth & Madeleine
Patricia Eanet & Mikel Frazee
Jill Egeth & Sam Passman and their son 

Evan
Courtney & Megan Eimerman-Wallace 

and their son Gianni
Daniel Ekstein & Jena Fields and their 

son Max
Murray Feshbach
Christopher Flavelle & Laura Bogomolny 

and their children Hannah & Leo
Jason Fleischer & Sara Kraner and their 

children Chloe & Lia
Deborah & Matthew Fox and their 

children Amelia & Daniel  
Adam & Sarah Friedman and their 

children Daphne & Oliver  

Mark & Rachel Friedman and their 
children Jacob & Zachary  

Marc & Jaclyn Geller and their children 
Noa & Sophie  

David Glanz & Michelle Becker and their 
children Julia & Natalie  

Andrew Goldstein & Julie Rawe and 
their children Eliza & Susana  

Theodore Goldstock & Tami Mark and 
their children Alana & Dylan  

Leora Hanser & Graeme Trayner and 
their children David, Eli & Jack

Jacob Isserman & Emily Aron and their 
children Henry & Lucy  

Robert & Hope Kaplan and their children 
Benjamin & Noah  

Andrew Keene      
Sara Keyes      
Polly Krips & Gregory Hixson      
Ilse Levin & Seth Flagg and their son 

Alistair    
Jim & Ruth Mahler      
Eric & Alicia Markowitz and their children 

Jack, Jesse & Seth
Joseph & Phyllis Meltzer      
Kevin & Mia Morrison and their children 

Cassandra, Paloma & Wesley
John & Joan Oshinsky and their children 

Charles & Michael  
Debra & Jonah Perlin and their children 

Ella & Miriam  
Judith & Chris Pipe and their children 

Nicholas & Samantha  

Lew Priven      
Ezra Reese & Nilofer Azad and their 

children Noor & Zain  
Kimberly & Daniel Richards and their 

children Aaron & Eliza  
Sara & Zack Rosenblum and their son 

Micah    
Nicole & Josh Rosenthal and their 

children Bria, Chloe & Giana
Barbara Shapiro      
Scott Shuchart & Jessica Sebeok and 

their children Miranda & Oliver  
Judith & Earle Silber      
Richard & Paige Smith and their son 

Jack    
Susan Socoloff & Andrew Rosenberg      
Helen & Daniel Sonenshine      
Claire Starr      
Vered Stoller      
Rebecca Taber & Anthony Staehelin      
Debbie & Henry Tyrangiel      
Colin Watson & Dana Brusca and their 

children Louisa & Henry  
Courtney Weiner & Jason King and their 

daughter Dahvi    
Jesse Winograd & Helki Spidle and their 

children Dalia & Naomi  
Michael & Lauren Zelin and their 

children Cole, Jake & Talia

Welcome to Members Who Joined in 2018-2019

The Membership Committee delivered 68 welcome 
bags to new members, including copies of The Gates 
of Shabbat from the Temple Sinai Women of Reform 
Judaism (TSWRJ).

19 committees/groups were represented at the 
temple’s Find-Your-Connection Fair in October 2018, 
which provided information to interested members on 
the wealth of opportunities to become more involved 
with the congregation (pictured left).
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Honor Our Heritage, Build Our Future
For nearly seven decades Temple Sinai has housed a vibrant community of worship, learning, 
social action and celebration. Now our home needs enhancements to support the dynamism of our 
programming, the needs of our 1,200 member families to gather, and the challenges of our future. We 
have exciting plans to renovate and expand our facilities and support our clergy and programs; our 
fundraising goal is in sight. 

Early in 2019 we publicly launched our comprehensive campaign to fund these needs. Every member 
is being asked to pledge as they can toward the shared commitment of ensuring the long-term 
vitality of our congregation. Our goal is not only to secure essential financial resources to fund 
strategic priorities, but also to build upon the support and enthusiam demonstrated by the congregation 
when 600+ congregants provided direct feedback on our strategic plan, by encouraging broad  
congregational participation in and financial support of this meaningful initiative. 
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Over a dozen stakeholder groups ranging from the 
TSWRJ to the Temple Sinai Nursery School provided 
input on the concept drawings.
600+ congregants responded to a survey that 
provided input on campaign priorities; our goal is 
to build on this success to achieve full congregant 
participation in the campaign.

60% of the financial goal was reached during the 
“quiet phase” preceding the public launch.

Hundreds of members attended 6 campaign launch 
events in February 2019.

28 campaign leaders and staff contacted all 1,200 
member families through meetings in individual and 
small group settings, direct mail, and other follow-
up activities.

48% of the capital campaign donors have 
designated a portion of their pledge for 
the Annual Fund.Facilities: Expand, Improve & Make Accessible 

$8 million

Improve building access, create a sanctuary for 
the next 70 Years, create community gathering 
spaces, expand space and flexibility for education 
and respect and appreciate our natural resources 
to help us better meet member needs for worship, 
learning, and community gathering. 

Innovative Programming & Clergy Support  
$2 million

Provide engaging opportunities for social action 
with clergy and fellow congregants, maintain an 
exceptional clergy team who inspire, teach and are 
committed to maintaining close connections with 
all congregants including those in need of pastoral 
care, by enhancing our Annual Fund, Endowment, 
and other sources of operating revenue.  

Annual Fund

We ask members who generously participate 
in the Honor our Heritage, Build Our Future 
Campaign to wrap their Annual Fund donation 
into their Campaign pledge. Since initial member 
committments (dues) support just 81% of our 
annual budget, the Annual Fund supports essential 
operating budget needs.

To pledge your support for the Honor Our 
Heritage, Build Our Future Campaign,  
contact the Development office or visit 
templesinaidc.org/capital campaign.   
All members are encouraged to help 

bring our participation and financial goals 
levels even higher.

HONOR 
OUR 
HERITAGE 
BUILD 
OUR 
FUTURE

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R

$2 million

$8 million

$6 million

$4 million

$10 million +
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Thank You to Our Donors
Ira & Joy Adler
Esthy & James Adler
Jeffrey & Ellen Agler, in memory of 

Talia Agler
Karen & Kent Allen
Joshua & Alyssa Ammerman
Anonymous (10)
David & Ari Antonelli
Raanan Weintraub Baratz & Michael 

Baratz
Deborah Barr
Nicholson-Beaver Family
Laura Forman & Richard Bender
Noah Benjamin
Susan Berger
The Berlowe Binder Family
Emily & Adam Berman
Gail Weinmann & Nathan Billig
Elaine Kotell Binder & Richard Binder
Samuel Bleicher
Carole & Nicholas Brand
Ravelle Brickman
The Brickman Family
Hillary & Matthew Brill
Aleta Margolis & Michael Brodsky
The Brooker Family
The Brotman Family
Ann & Kenneth Brown
Marty Burns & Wendy Kahn
Naomi & Clarke Camper
Daniel & Jill Chenok
Anthony J. Ciccone & Robin L. Glantz
Edward B. Cohen & Charlene 

Barshefsky
Mark Cymrot & Janinne Dall 'Orto
Deborah Lewis & Leon Dayan 
Mark & Andrea Dettelbach
Lori Berman & Jack Deutsch
Deutsch Family Foundation
Victoria Bor & David DuGoff
Isabel ("Liz") Dunst
D. Jean Veta & Mary Ann Dutton
Melinda Salzman & Sherman 

Edwards
Debra & David Eichenbaum
Suzanne Eichhorn
Karen Barr & Andrew Engel
Michelle & Glenn Engelmann
Cantor Laura Croen & Mark Erlich
Anne Falk
Alan Farkas
John P. Feldman & Liz Olfe Feldman
Ray & Sharon Fields
Harold & Arlene Finger
Nathan & Esther Finkelstein
Mara Bralove & Ari Fisher
Flavelle Family
The Fratkin Family
Lucy Eldridge & Larry Freedman
Tara Sonenshine & Gary Friend
Lena & Matthew Frumin

Marjorie & Gilbert Geldon
Catherine Hefternan Gibson & Micah 

Gibson
Frank & Ann Gilbert
Andrew Gilman & Dianne Rudo
Michelle Becker & David Glanz
Nancy Liebermann & Joe Godles
Andrew Goldsmith & Miriam Fishman
Andrew & Aviva Goldfarb
David & Cathy Goldwyn
Ellen Goldmuntz & Jay Slater
Rabbi Hannah Goldstein & Josh 

Friedman
Mitchell Goldstein & Susan Schiffer
Joan K. Goldwasser
Ilana & Scott Gordon
Michael & Marcia Greenberger
Sally Greenberg & Abbe Smith
Joe & Merna Guttemtag
Steven Guttentag & Stacy Winick
Jim & Niesa Halpern
Nancy Golding & Bob Hartheimer
The Hauptman Family
Robert & Jill Hazan
Ben Hecht & Lynn Leibovitz
Ellen Heiman
Ira & JoAnn Heiman
John & Stephanie Hellerman
Katie & Andrew Herman
The Hoffman-Emerson Family, in 

memory of Robert J. Hoffman
Lauren & Glen Howard
Ann Ingram
Jim Jaffe & Leslie Sewell
Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe
Elizabeth Rose & Richard Jerome
Julian & Celia Josephs
Deborah Jospin
Marvin & Madeleine Kalb
Michael & Jean Kaliner
Ted & Laura Kalick
Irving E. Kaminsky
Jan & David Kaufman
Julia & Matt Kepniss
Leah Brasch & Dan Koch
Claudia Simons, Alan Korn, & 

Benjamin Korn
Peter & Judy Kovler
Kenneth & Audrey Kramer
Adam Krulewitz & Deena Feinstein 

Krulewitz
Christopher & Kimberly Kubler
David Marchick & Pamela Kurland
Amy Kurtz & Joseph Fuld
Annie L. Vinik & James Lawrence
Ed & Stephanie Lebow
The Leibenluft Family
Rebecca Kapell Leigh
Jill Lesser & Jonathan Diesenhaus
Greg & Kuri Levine
Rachel & Ariel Levinson-Waldman

Sally & Richard Levie
Sue Levine & Leon Fink
Marion Ein Lewin
Frank Liebermann
Rosann Wisman & Michael Lilek
Esther Lipman
Deborah & Robert Litt
Marsha Shaines & Robert Loesche
Judge Alan & Elizabeth Lourie
Stephanie Lowet & Ames Gross
Sarah Binder & Forrest Maltzman
Tracy & Billy Mann
Larry & Rochelle Margasak
Mark Matulef & Dolores Acquista
Joanne Tanner & Rob McGarrah
Martin & Syma Mendelsohn
Libby & Ronald Merrill
Steve Metalitz & Kit Gage
Herbert & Barbara Mintz
Ellen Kurlansky & Lawrence Mishel
Anne & Robert Molofsky
Mark Moskovitz & Kathryn Mannes
Laura Kumin & Kevin Mulshine
Sumner & Phyllis Myers
Beverly & Mark Nadel
David Ohrenstein & Wendy Eaton
Howard Opinsky & Colleen Connors
Matt Pachman & Marcy Berman
Jenifer & Aaron Panner
Morris Panner & Nancy Jardini
Mr. & Mrs. William Passer
Tom Plotz & Cathy Klion
Arnold, Diane, & Geraldine* Polinger
Betty Ferber
Thorn & Sharis Pozen
Lew Priven
Debbie & Adam Rappaport
Sarah Bloom Raskin & Jamie Raskin
Marc & Lauren Regardie
Rabbi Fred N. Reiner & Susan M. 

Liss
Catherine A. Ribnick
Jonathan Rich & Anna Swerdel
Michael & Gretchen Robbins
Elizabeth & Rabbi Jonathan Roos
Julie Rosenthal
Rabbi Adam Rosenwasser & 

Shalom Rosenberg
Dan & Flo Rosenblum
Gary Rosenthal & Marta Goldsmith
Ted & Linda Rosen
Rosentover-Weinberger Family
Jennifer Rudy & Seth Krevat
Stephen & Helene Sacks
Salicki
Nancy Sanders
Reggie Schatz
Amy I. Schear
Peter Scher & Kim Tilley
Lois J. Schiffer
Sue & Steve Schiffman

Aaron Schuham & Christopher Anders
Schwartz Family
Edward & Kathryn Schwartz
Susan & George Schwelling
Zerek Schwartz & Cantor Rebecca 

Robins
Barbara Shapiro
Rita & Bob Siegle
Daniel & Maxine Singer
Gertrude Slifkin
Ann Sloane
Virginia Sloss
Ilene Weinreich & David B. Smith Jr.
David Sobel & Elizabeth Critchley
Lafe Solomon & Cam Crockett
Marcie Solomon
Helen & Dan Sonenshine
Marjorie H. Sonnenfeldt
Linda B. Popejoy & Seth Drew Speyer
Kathryn & Mark Spindel
Don & Judy Squires
The Steel Family
Adam & Anita Stoll
Michael & Apple Sussmann
Darrell & Deborah Tanno
Howard Tarnoff & Robyn Miller-Tarnoff
Temple Sinai Men of Reform Judaism
Temple Sinai Women of Reform 

Judaism
Debbie & Henry Tyrangiel
Ruth Uhlmann & Craig Mathews 
Nelly Urbach
Ginny Levin & Bruce Vinik
Rob Vogel & Bonnie Malkin
Richard Waldhorn & Jamie Gorelick
Todd & Emily Waldman
Karen & Darwin Walker
Jeffrey & Myra Weinberg
Richard & Joann Weiner
Naomi Karp & David Wessel
Philip West & Barbara Yellen
Gail & Barry Wides
Howard Widra & Beth Redlich
Susan Schwartz Wildstrom
Peter Winkler & Barbara Kraft
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein & Henry 

Winokur
Anne Witkowsky & John Barker
Miriam Daniel, Larry Wolff & Gerard* 

Daniel
Fran Rothstein & Steve Wolk
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Workman
Chip Wright & Marcy Harrison
Irene & Alan Wurtzel
Suzan Wynne
John & Diane Yochelson
Joseph & Lynda Zengerle
Regina, Micah, & Shira Ziegler
Andrea Stone & Stephen Zuckerman
Marc Zwillinger & Kirsten Chadwick

Honor Our Heritage, Build Our Future

* Of Blessed Memory
The list represents gifts made through May 1, 2019. If we missed your name, please contact Noah Benjamin at nbenjamin@templesinaidc.org.
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The temple unveiled plans for a major building renovation and expansion, which will modernize our 
facility, renovate the sanctuary, and provide additional and more flexible spaces to better meet the 
needs of our members for Shabbat and holidays, lifecycle events, learning, and community gathering. 
The construction and landscaping will be environmentally sensitive and will improve the accessibility 
and security of the building.

Physical Plant & Facilities

Upper Level

Lower Level
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Meeting the Jewish Needs of our Members
The Temple Sinai clergy maintained a full schedule of creative and inclusive Shabbat, holiday, and special 
services, working closely with the Music Committee. Our community joined together to observe many life cycle 
events, from baby namings to funerals and shiva services. Through the teaching of Jewish observances in 
ways that are both age-appropriate and infused with fun, our religious school and nursery school embody “l’dor 
vador,” “from generation to generation.”

Music Events

On Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday weekend in January, our annual Shabbat Shira welcomed Daryl Davis, a 
talented pianist and vocalist, whose mission is to find common ground through dialogue with those whose words 
or actions are hateful. Accompanied by a 3-piece combo, Davis’s impassioned presentation and the rollicking 
boogie woogie and blues music created a moving and memorable evening.

The Middle Matzah Conspiracy, the temple in-house band, performed at 6 Shabbat services, bringing their 
special brand of ruach to the TSWRJ Shabbat, the Elul “kick off,” and the annual Chanukah service.

Happy Chanukah from the Ritual and Director Team! We welcomed Rev. Dr. William Barber, II and Rev. Dr. 
Liz Theoharis, co-chairs of the Poor People’s Campaign 
to a special Shabbat service in June.
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84% of members requested High Holy Day tickets 
and over 7,000 tickets were collected across 16 
services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

200+ people broke the fast at TSWRJ’s Break-the-
Fast following Yom Kippur services. 

700 sufganiyot were consumed during Chanukah 
celebrations.

81 students became bar or bat mitzvah, and 26 
students were confirmed in May 2019.

12 funerals, 15 shiva services, and 5 baby namings 
were officiated by Temple Sinai clergy.

108 simcha, condolence, and get-well cards were 
sent to members by TSWRJ.

23 families borrowed 134 haggadot for seders from 
the Temple Sinai library.

There are 472 plots available to members and their 
immediate family in the Temple Sinai Cemetery at the 
Garden of Remembrance.

13 Shabbat dinners following Shabbat services 
were shared by members and others, including 66 
participants in dinner following a Shabbat service at 
which 3 Israeli and 3 Palestinian participants in the 
New Story Leadership program spoke. New Story 
Leadership trains change agents with leadership 
tools to create social, economic, and political change 
in the region.

Temple Sinai Nursery School and Religious School

162 children were introduced to Jewish rituals as part of the curriculum of the Temple Sinai Nursery School, 
including welcoming each Shabbat with singing and dancing with song leader Sally Heckelman, often joined 
by Cantor Croen and other members of the clergy.  Children smelled the etrog and shook the lulav for Sukkot, 
heard the story of the Maccabees and ate latkes for Chanukah, and paraded in costume in celebration of Purim.

Temple Sinai Religious School families engaged in learning programs as a whole family. Meaningful explorations 
of Torah, rituals, traditions, and culture, along with favorite kehillah games such as “Find the Clothespin” and 
“Bob the Frog”, deepened and enhanced our sense of Jewish community and identity.  

9000+ juice boxes and 900+ challahs were blessed and then consumed by Temple Sinai Religious 
School students.

Making caramel apples for Simchat Torah.

The Youth Choir, pictured here at Shabbat Shira, 
had 19 members



Temple Sinai Annual Report 2018-201912

Providing Excellent Educational Opportunities  
for Members of All Ages

Temple Sinai offers many educational programs, ranging from structured educational environments 
to informal learning, encompassing learners of all ages and building community along the way. 
The nursery school and religious school deepened both students' knowledge and their connection to 
Judaism. Adult programs offered members and others new information, perspectives and opportunities 
to strengthen community by sharing ideas and opinions.

Adult Learning

52 of people explored Jewish topics in 4 4-session 
Mazo adult education series, covering subjects 
ranging from the poetry of Genesis to anti-Semitism.

110+ students participated in TSWRJ-sponsored 
programs, gathering every other Tuesday morning to 
study Maimonides with Rabbi Roos and participating 
in 2 sessions of TSWRJ University.

Daytimers presented 8 lunch-time 
programs on a wide range of subjects 
such as history, economics, politics, and 
Israel, with 40-110 people gathering to 
listen, learn, and share perspectives.

30 people attended a talk with temple member Larry 
Wolff and Israeli journalist Anis Modi, both of Moment 
magazine, discussing the different "tribes" and 
divisions in Israeli society. 

5 book discussions engaged 100+ members and 
others—2 All Temple Reads and 3 People of the 
Book Club, led by Rabbi Goldstein.

The annual TSWRJ Authors' Roundtable in March 2019.

Library volunteers celebrated Janis Colton (center) as she 
stepped down as co-chair of the Library Committee after 
20+ years in February 2019.

The Daytimers enjoyed a presentation by TS member Herb 
Mintz in November 2018 about Jewish Artists in Early 20th 
Century Paris.
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Library & Archives

The library committee includes about 20 people. 
10 of them, ranging in age from newborn to 93, 
volunteer regularly in the library.

The temple library, which contains 10,000+ 
books, added 350+ books and continued to 
expand its programming and activities with 
reading programs for adults, rotating displays of 
books in support of temple programs, targeted 
bibliographies, and the popular Check It Out! 
e-newsletter. 

90+ people heard Rabbi Roos, Rabbi Emeritus 
Reiner, and Essie Lipman, widow of former Temple 
Sinai Rabbi Eugene Lipman, relate highlights from 
the 3 major rabbinic eras at Temple Sinai, in a 
program co-sponsored by the Archives Committee 
and Daytimers.

The Archives Committee and temple member 
Isaac Gamoran developed a timeline of the history 
of Temple Sinai, enhanced with photographs and 
narratives, which appears on the temple website.

Temple Sinai Nursery School

In addition to continuing to provide an excellent Jewish early childhood educational experience for 162 
students, TSNS educated parents. TSNS hosted a parent education workshop about body safety for children, 
attended by 35+ families. 

117 people purchased 116 books and heard 
presentations by 4 authors at TSWRJ's annual 
Author's Roundtable. 

A talk by Walid Issa, Executive Director of the 
American Palestinian Hope project, moderated by 
Rabbi Roos, was attended by 40 people.

3 rotating displays in the temple library were created 
by the Archives Committee, including 1 on the history 
of music at Temple Sinai. 5-10 people enjoy the 
library space and collections each day.

100+ people heard about "The Jewish Artists of 
Paris: 1890-1940" from temple member Herb Mintz in 
a joint Daytimers/Library Committee program.

2 members of the Temple Sinai Religious School 
staff, Max Antman and Kelly Whitehead, were 
accepted to HUC-JIR to begin rabbinical studies 
in June 2019.

Temple Sinai Religious School

591 students and 38 staff had a year of learning, laughing, and building a sense of significance and belonging.  
We launched and welcomed 29 kindergarteners into our inaugural Bonim family program and can’t wait to 
welcome a new group next year!  Memorable moments of the year included family learning programs, family 
shabbats with classmates, trips outside Temple Sinai, 1st grade Consecration, Confirmation, and our 4th 
Grade Siddur Ceremony.

Story time in TSRS third grade! Learning about the middah 
of y’didut - friendship.

Ellis Island immigrants (aka TSRS sixth grade students) 
await disembarking.
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Facilitating a Vibrant Sense of Community
Temple Sinai warmly welcomes everyone who enters in order to create a sense of belonging. 
Programs enhance member-to-member support and create opportunities for members to develop 
meaningful long-term connections with one another.

Kathie Rabinovitz SinaiCares Program

Through the generous support of the Rabinovitz family, our SinaiCares program provides support to members 
at times of illness, loss, hardship and celebration. Member volunteers partner with our clergy to perform acts of 
loving kindness by visiting the sick, honoring the elderly, and consoling the mourner. 

This year, program volunteers delivered 47 challahs, 11 baby baskets, 15 yahrzeit candles, and 20 mishloach 
manot bags for Purim. Said one member, “I was so surprised and delighted to receive the Purim bag of treats…!  
Many thanks for this thoughtfulness.”

Multiracial Sinai

7% of Jews in the DC metro area identify as Jews of color. 15 temple members have worked together 
to lay the ground work for the new Multiracial Sinai Committee, which will provide guidance in affirming 
Temple Sinai's identity as a multiracial Jewish community. 40 clergy and Sinai leaders participated in a day-
long training facilitated by Yavilah McCoy and focused on racial identity, and the committee is planning 4 
congregation-wide events.

Temple Sinai Men of Reform Judaism 

TSMRJ held several 
well-received 
events. 16 golfers 
participated in an 
outing at Woodmont 
Country Club, 12 

people participated in the annual bowling 
evening, 18 beer aficionados shared 
lunch at the Parkway Deli followed by 
beer sampling at local breweries, and 20 
trivia buffs competed in Trivia Night at 
World of Beer in Bethesda.

Cultural Events

70 people attended shows at 2 local theaters--"Indecent" at Arena Stage and "Oslo" at Round House Theater. 

The opening of the Shonim B'Yachad art exhibition, a judged competition of art created by Jewish and Arab 
Israeli youth on tolerance, equality, accepting the other and valuing a shared society, was hosted by the Israel 
Affairs committee and attended by 30 people. 

The Music Committee presented the one-man show "Shards: Putting the Pieces Together--A Story of Leaving 
Home and Finding Home" by Cantor Evan Kent, with a welcome from Temple Sinai's Junior Choir. 
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Temple Sinai Women of Reform Judaism

477 TSWRJ members participated in many events during the year. 500+ people enjoyed the 
annual Chanukah Mart and 105 more cooked, shopped, baked, schlepped, and volunteered 
to staff the event. 40 people attended TSWRJ’s second Gala Fashion Show at Lord & Taylor, 
which featured 13 member models, including 3 mother-daughter pairs, and earned 10% 
of the shopping proceeds for TSWRJ. 81 people participate in the Wednesday evening and 
twice-a-month Monday afternoon maj jongg games at Temple Sinai. 56 TSWRJ members and 
prospective members attended the 3rd annual wine and cheese kick-off event in August.

60 maj jongg mavens and novices enjoyed TSWRJ’s 
2nd Maj Jongg Fun Day.

300 people attended J Street’s Amos Oz Memorial 
Celebration at Temple Sinai.
Toddlers and pre-schoolers enjoyed 5 Saturdays 
at Sinai sessions, open play space where families 
came together for nurturing fun, creative exploration 
and community.

9 SNOs (Sinaite Nights Out) brought together 30+ 
teens for mid-week dinner and fun.

80 Temple Sinai families had fun at 
Mishpacha events.

41 people explored Jewish Cuba on a Temple 
Sinai-sponsored trip led by Rabbi Goldstein and 
Cantor Croen.
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Maintaining Social Action Activities
Social action at Temple Sinai permeates all activities, as an embodiment of Jewish principles and 
the value of Tikkun Olam. We strive to serve as an active progressive faith voice in the local 
community, both independently and in partnership with other groups, both Jewish and interfaith. Many 
groups at Temple Sinai engaged in social justice activities, programs, and actions—including the 
Social Action Committee, Project Mensch, Green Team, Gun Violence Prevention Group, WIN Core 
Team, Sinai House, Refugee, Asylum and Immigrant Support, DCPS/Wheatley tutoring and glasses 
projects, Summer Reading program, and the Religious Action Center, to name a few.

Refugee, Asylum, and 
Immigrant Support (RAIS)

Working with other faith-based 
communities via the temple's 
membership in the Sanctuary DMV 
Congregation Network, 85 temple 
members worked to develop a 
sanctuary program at Temple Sinai 
to support vulnerable immigrants. 
The temple has sponsored an 
Afghan family for 15 months, and 
25+ members are assisting other 
immigrants with companionship, 
tutoring, clothing and food, 
and computers.

Books

The temple provided 600+ books 
for summer reading to 85 third 
graders at Highland Elementary 
School in Montgomery County 
and 65 third and fourth graders at 
Browne Education Campus in DC 
through 2 summer book fairs. 25 
temple members participated in 
the initiatives, including by helping 
children select books.

The temple library is a pick-up 
point for used books and media 
for Turning the Page, which works 
with DC public school families to 
build home libraries.

Gun Violence Prevention 
Group

200 people attended a Gun 
Violence Prevention Shabbat 
service to mark the 6th 
anniversary of the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting. 

100+ people attended the 
opening of "Washington's Other 
Monuments," a photo and video 
exhibition and panel discussion 
organized by the group about 
informal street shrines erected by 
families and friends in memory of 
local victims of gun violence. The 
group monitored and advocated for 
enactment of universal background 
check for gun purchases and 
"red flag" laws. 

Lukitadila Blondy Mayele, the young Congolese man 
seeking asylum who has been supported by the temple 
community through RAIS, attends his first baseball game.

Praying with our feet at NRA HQ with March For Our Lives 
and so many more in August 2018.
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Food donations from the TSWRJ High Holy Days 
food drive collected enough food for the Capital 
Area Food Bank to provide 5,135 meals for food-
insecure neighbors.

40 TSWRJ volunteers prepared food and served 
dinner to 35 guests of the Children's Inn at the 
National Institutes of Health.

The Social Action Committee provided 24 students 
at DC's Wheatley Elementary School with glasses.

25 of TSWRJ's Civic Engagement Committee 
contacted 500 temple members aged 18-28 to 
encourage them to register and vote in the November 
2018 election.

The Nursery School held 2 Mitzvah Days, one at 
which children made bags of trail mix to donate to 
Martha's Table and listened to Rabbi Roos read a 
story about kindness and doing for others, and the 
other at A Wider Circle, where children sorted toys 
and learned how the organization helps families with 
young children.

25 temple families, including 50+ children, packed 
bags of Thanksgiving groceries and grocery gift cards 
which were distributed to 160 needy families in the 
Washington, DC metro area through 6 organizations, 
including Sinai House.

15 members joined 300 people from other 
Washington Interfaith Network congregations on a 
bus tour and training in Southeast DC to discuss 
gentrification and housing displacement in Southeast 
and Southwest DC and affordable housing.

TSWRJ members prepared a VOTE2018 mailing to 
Temple Sinai young adults in October 2018.

Green Team

The Green Team hosted an environmentally-
themed Shabbat service during Tu Bi'Shvat, 
a discussion with Attorneys General Karl 
Racine and Brian Frosh, and a guided boat 
tour highlighting environmental features of the 
Anacostia River.

The Green Team with AGs Frosh and Racine in 
January 2019.

Getting ready to go into the Russell Senate Office 
Building to protest family separation at the border 
in July 2018.
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Maintaining Social Action Activities
Sinai House

Since its founding in 1992 by Temple Sinai members, Sinai 
House has enabled 40+ families and 90+ children to 
move from homelessness to independence by providing 
safe and affordable housing, comprehensive social services 
and financial support. This year:

2 families moved from Sinai House to permanent housing.

Executive Director Sadija A. Smiley was named as a 2019 
Prince George’s County Social Innovation Fund’s Forty 
Under 40 Honoree!

2 Temple Sinai members who are attorneys, Nathan and 
Esther Finkelstein, prepared medical and general powers of 
attorney pro bono for our adult residents.  

Temple Sinai Men of Reform Judaism treated 9 Sinai 
House residents to a Nationals baseball game in June.

Landscape architect Scott Taft, who volunteers weekly to 
supervise playtime activities for the Sinai House children, 
designed playground equipment, gardens and patios 
to transform the Sinai House backyard. In March 2019, 
Temple Sinai member, Daniel Rosentover, and his father, 
Todd Rosentover, along with Daniel’s Eagle Scout troop, 
installed the equipment and vegetation to turn Scott’s vision 
into a reality. 

2 Temple Sinai members, Susan Kidd and Jim Kessler, 
volunteer weekly during the school year as tutors. Susan is 
also one of the 20 Temple Sinai members on Sinai House’s 
all-volunteer Board.

14 Junior Choir members sang with 3 Sinai House 
children at the annual Homes & Hearts Shabbat service 
in November 2018. About 200 attendees listened as our 
most recent graduate related the inspiring story of her 
journey to independence and enjoyed African food at the 
festive oneg afterward.

In March 2019, Alyssa West spoke to Religious School 
classes about the Bat Mitzvah project that she did 2 years 
ago to transform the Sinai House playroom. Sinai House 
president, Amy Schear, and Executive Director, Sadija 
Smiley, also spoke to the classes. 

250+ generous business sponsors and individual donors 
and 290 registrants helped raise over $101,000 in 
support of the 4th Annual Tricia Davis 5K Walk/Run for 
Sinai House on Mother’s Day 2018!
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Financial Health

Why does Temple Sinai need financial support beyond membership commitments?

Membership financial commitments reflect just 47% of Temple Sinai’s operating 
budget. Other income is critical, including income from the temple’s endowments and 
investments, which provided 6% of Temple Sinai’s operating budget, $383,700 
in 2018-2019.

Category Budget Amount
Membership Financial 
Commitment

$3,112,725

Nursery School $1,861,375
Religious School & Youth $700,337
Contributions $383,700
Endowment &  
Investment Income

$247,018

Program Fees $145,220
Facility Fees $66,500
High Holy Days Tickets $50,000

Total $6.6 Million

28%

11% 6%
4%

1% 2% 1%

47%

Where does money for temple programs and operations come from?

 What does the money support? 

Personnel represent the largest expense at Temple Sinai, around 80% of the overall 
budget (including Nursery School).

Category Budget Amount
Nursery School $1,861,375
Administration &  
Communications

$1,265,259

Ritual $1,220,251
Building & Security $1,016,184
Religious School & Youth $860,350
URJ Dues $179,235
Programs $164,106

Total $6.6 Million

19%

15%13%

28%

19%

2%

3%
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Anonymous (18)
Michael Abramowitz & Susan 

Baer
Ira & Joy Adler
Robert Greenberg & Jamie Agins
Ellen, Jeff, & Adam Agler
Kent & Karen Allen
Michael & Mary Altschaefl
Edward Angel & Susan 

LaMountain
Cherrill Alfou Anson
David & Ari Antonelli
Benjamin Bachrach & Elizabeth 

Langsfeld
Andrew Baker
Joan Baquis
Michael & Raanan Baratz
Joan, Lisa, & David Bardach
Deborah Barr
Jodi & Josh Barr
Daniel Barrie
Ruth Bartfeld
Michael & Marilyn Barth
Lawrence Baskir & Marna Tucker
Ben & Allison Bawden
Nathan Beaver & Kristin Nicholson
Richard Bender & Laura Forman
Noah Benjamin
Irja, Peter & Molly Benson
Mr. Solomon Berenson
Susan Berger
Eric & Barbara Bergman
Lois Berkowitz
Debbie Berkowitz & Geoff Garin 
Seth Berlin & Susan Mayer
Donald & Norma Berlin
Marc & Elaine Berman
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein & 

Henry Winokur
James Berry & Hali Edison
James & Barbara Bershon
Charlie & Marcie Berul

Annie Binder & Michael 
Kubzansky

Richard & Elaine Binder
Stuart Binstock & Debra Berlyn
Philip Birnbaum
David, Lisa, Daniel, & Rachel 

Blatt
Steven & Lisa Bleckner
Samuel Bleicher
Judy Blickstein
Samuel & Phyllis Blum
Eric, Dylan, Daisy, & Charlotte 

Blumenthal
Wendy Bogart
Judith Harkavy Bor
Robert Borochoff & Helen 

Hawkes Borochoff
Amy Borrus & Richard Miller
Michael Boston & Eve Dubrow
Nicholas & Carole Brand
Lauren Brandt, Chloe, Leah, & 

Jean-Louis Sarbib
Helen Breitbart
The Breslow Goldstein Family
Ravelle (Silberman) Brickman
David & Anne Brill
Matthew & Hillary Brill
Michael Brodsky & Aleta Margolis
Bradley & Stephanie Brooker
Ken, Heidi Brotman & Family
Sarah Bryer
Gerald & Deborah Burg
Martin Burns & Wendy Kahn
Laura Comay & Arthur Burris
Naomi & Clarke Camper
Joseph & Margaret Chachkin
Kenneth & Linda Chaletzky
Stephanie Chaplin
Jill & Dan Chenok
Arthur & Betsy Chotin
Anthony Ciccone & Robin Glantz
Marlene Cimons
Leonard & Evelyn Coburn

Edward Cohen & Charlene 
Barshefsky

Jon Coleman & Jennifer Cooper
Lisa Colten
Robert & Janis Colton
The Connors Opinsky Family
Cynthia Cook & Meyer Kestnbaum
Cantor Laura Croen & Mark 

Erlich
Evan Croen & Rachel Croen
Robert & Ellen Croog
Mark Cymrot & Janinne Dall 'Orto
Timothy Davis & Family
Eric & Diane Davis
Leon Dayan & Deborah Lewis
Daytimers Committee
Cameron Kennedy & Rick 

Desimone
Mark, Andrea, Alexa, & Adam 

Dettelbach
Jack Deutsch & Lori Berman
Morris & Nancy Deutsch
Gary & Jean Diamond
The Dickstein/Kominers Family
Richard & Robin Driansky
Stephen M. & Jeannette P. 

Dubrow
David DuGoff & Victoria Bor
Isabel P. Dunst
Mary Ann Dutton & D. Jean Veta
Joseph Eanet
Hope Eastman
Charles L. & Susan K. Edson
Tony & Joanie Edwards
Sherman Edwards & Melinda 

Salzman
Marc Efron
Lenore Ehrenberg
David & Debra Eichenbaum
Suzanne Eichhorn & Family
Deborah Eichhorn & Steven 

Snyder
Bruce Eisen

Sharon Eisenberg
Babs Eisman
Jay Endelman & Katherine 

Simonetti
Andrew Engel & Karen Barr
Glenn & Michelle Engelmann
Larry Enten & Judith Schlosser
Robert Ewers, Jana Kay, Jack, & 

Eliana Ewers
Michael Faber & Joan Shifrin
David & Jane Fairweather
Anne Falk
Gary, Elizabeth, Andrew, Anne, 

& Fannie Falk
Elizabeth Farquhar
Leslie & Hannah Fein
Mike & Doris Feinsilber
Barbara Rosenbaum & Robert 

Feldhuhn
John & Liz Feldman
The Feldmans
Betty Ferber & Family
Lance Ferderer
Ray & Sharon Fields
Harold & Arlene Finger
Ari Fisher & Mara Bralove
Burton & Anne Fishman
Donald Fishman & Sonya 

Schwartz
Christopher Flavelle & L. 

Bogomolny
David & Karen Fleischer
Laura Forman & Richard Bender
Dr. Daniel H. Framm & Myra F. 

Framm 
Emil Frankel
Herbert & Barbara Franklin
Robert & Susan Fratkin
Patricia Eanet & Mikel Frazee
Bruce & Karen P. Freed
John Freedman & Cecily Baskir
Laurence Freedman & Lucy 

Eldridge

Temple Sinai wishes to thank all who made contributions beyond member commitments (dues) throughout the 
course of the year. Voluntary contributions provide essential support for temple operations. The generosity of 
our members and friends provides for 6% of the temple’s budget.

In addition to the donors listed below, Temple Sinai receives in-kind support from the community for many 
projects and initiatives each year. 

Annual Support for General Purposes
These donors made contributions to the campaigns that support general operations from worship to education, and pro-
gramming to pastoral care, making a direct impact on the temple’s ability to “meet every member where they are.” Major 
categories include Annual Campaign, Memorial Gifts and High Holiday support. 

Appreciating Our Donors
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(continued)

Gary Friend & Tara Sonenshine
Matthew & Lena Frumin
Michael Fuchs & Myra Jacobs
Thomas Fuchs & Susan Launer
Stephen & Mindy Garfinkel
Stuart Garfinkle
Ann Garfinkle & Joseph Brent
Rita Gaylin
Geldon Family
Kenneth Geller & Judith Ratner
Robin B. Gerber
Tracy & Boris Getselman
Catherine & Micah Gibson
Frank & Ann Gilbert
William Gilbert & Family
Elaine & Fred Gillespie
Andrew Gilman & Dianne Rudo
Susan & Mark Ginsberg
David Glanz & Michelle Becker
Leonard & Cynthia Glassman
Andrew Glickman & Julie Cohen
The Godes Family
Joseph Godles & Nancy 

Liebermann
Joanna & Mark Goldberg
Ellen Goldmuntz & Jay Slater
Andrew Goldsmith & Miriam 

Fishman
Rabbi Hannah Goldstein & Josh 

Friedman
Mitchell Goldstein, Susan 

Schiffer, & Samuel Goldstein
Joan & Stephanie Goldwasser, 

& Emily Martinez
David & Cathy Goldwyn
Nancy Goodman
Richard & Judith Goodstein
Gil & Ellen Gordon
Nora Gordon & Jeremy Horowitz
Scott & Ilana Gordon
Phyllis Greenbaum*
Robert Greenberg & Jamie Agins
Sally Greenberg & Abbe Smith
Michael & Marcia Greenberger
The Greenstein-Coviello Family
Elaine Greenstone
Eliot & Anita Greenwald
Estelle Groner
Shari Gronvall
Richard & Carol Gross
Carolyn Gruber
Joseph & Merna Guttentag
Steven Guttentag & Stacy Winick
Jon Haber, Bonnie Levin, Erin, & 

Alix Haber
Jeffrey & Haya Hakim
James & Niesa Halpern
Drs. Lisa Happ & Stephen Stein

Kevin & Laura Hardy
Robert Hartheimer & Nancy 

Golding
Robin, Barry, & Theo Hauptman
Robert, Jill Hazan, & Family
Bennett Hecht & Lynn Leibovitz
Ellen Heiman
John & Stephanie Hellerman
Rob Hendin & Lauren Aronson
Andrew & Katie Herman
Steve Heyman, Sue Steinman & 

Madeline Heyman
Craig Hillman
Linda & Kurt Hirsch
Hunter Hogewood
Rick Honig & Dita Verheij
Glen & Lauren Howard
Susan & David Hutner
Ann Ingram
Craig Iscoe & Rosemary Hart
Kenneth & Deborah Jaffe
James Jaffe & Leslie Sewell
Jacqueline R. Jellinek
Richard Jerome & Elizabeth Rose
Matthew Jessup & Zena Carmel-

Jessup
Julian & Celia Josephs
Deborah Jospin, Matt & 

Jonathan Dutko
Barbara & John Jost
Carrol Kahn
Bernard & Phyllis Kalb
Marvin & Madeleine Kalb
Ted & Laura Kalick
Michael & Jean Kaliner
The Kaller Halperin Families
Jonathan & Cheri Kamin
Irving Kaminsky
Sally Kaplan
Randall J. & Jennifer Kaplan
Ann Kappell Danner & Robert 

Danner
Laia Katz
David & Jan Kaufman
Jeffrey Alpher & Haley Kaufman
Gregory & Jennifer Kaufmann
Scott Mezistrano & Jeff Kaye
Andrew Keene
Jonathan Kelinson
Julia & Matthew Kepniss
Jeffrey, Susan, & Raymond 

Kessler
Kate & Robert Kestenbaum
Meyer Kestnbaum & Cynthia 

Cook
Mary Kilbourn & Tom Sear
Ronald Kimball & Ellen Ostrow
Stephen Klein

Lawrence & Gayle Klein
Steve Klitzman & Justine Lisser
Norman & Barbara Knopf
Laurie Kohn & Christopher 

Murphy
Peter Kolker
Alan Korn & Claudia Simons
Peter & Judy Kovler
Kenneth & Audrey Kramer
William & Bette Kramer
Marvin & Sally Kranz
Bob & Hale Krasne
Stuart Kriss & Karen Spar
Morris Krucoff
Adam & Deena Krulewitz
Christopher & Kimberly Kubler
Ellen Kurlansky & Larry Mishel
Cheryl Kurss
The Kurss Ruda Families
Estelle C. Ladrey
Michael Lainoff & Kathryn Kincaid
Sam Lane
Ed Laskin
James Lawrence & Annie Vinik
Patricia Lawson
Arthur Lazarus Jr.
Edward & Stephanie Lebow
Evan Leepson & Gail Guttman
Sande Lehrer, Marilyn Sass-

Lehrer, & Carly Lehrer
Robert & Ellen Leibenluft
Arnold & Sandra Leibowitz
Rebecca Leigh
Sally & Richard Levie
Marci Meyers Levin & Joel 

Resnick
Gregory & Kuri Levine
Sue Levine & Leon Fink
Rachel & Ariel Levinson-

Waldman
David Leviss & Elena Boley
David Levitt, Deborah Kalb, & 

Family
Michael Levitt & Laura Greenberg
Edward Levy
Alan & Beverly Levy
Marion Lewin
Frank Liebermann
Barbara Libbin
Elliott & Judith Lichtman
William Liebman
Marian Liebman
Alfred J. Liepold, Jr.
Michael Lilek & Rosann Wisman
Esther Lipman
Myra R Lipman
Joshua & Sandra Lippard
Jack & Anne List

Robert & Deborah Litt
Bonnie, Molly, & Max Loeb
Bob Loesche & Marsha Shaines
Jonathan Lopez & Kimberly 

Gahan
Alan & Elizabeth Lourie
Stephanie Lowet & Ames Gross
Robert & Benita Lubic
Eleanor Lurensky
Charles Mann & Laura Munder
Billy & Tracy Mann
Andrew & Julie Mannes
Larry & Rochelle Margasak
Myron Marlin & Ilyse Veron
The Masling Family
Mark Matulef & Dolores Acquista
The Mauser Family
Matthew & Jill McCulloch
Rob McGarrah & Joanne Tanner
Jaime & Joe McKenna
Paula McMartin
Cary Meer, Charles, & Daniel 

Thomas
Martin & Syma Mendelsohn
Ronald & Libby Merrill
Steve Messner, Liz Prelinger, 

Benjy, & Fred
Steven Metalitz & Kit Gage
Mitchell & Michele Miller
Herbert & Barbara Mintz
Joshua & Nicole Mintz
Larry Mishel & Ellen Kurlansky
Robert & Anne Molofsky
Howard & Patricia Moskof
Kevin Mulshine & Laura Kumin
Sumner & Phyllis Myers
Mark & Beverly Nadel
Ellen, Danny, & Adam Nathan
Judy Neri
Monroe & Rosalind Neuman
Beth Newburger
Jenny Okun
Nancy Olins
Ellen Ollendorf
Norm Ornstein, Judith Harris, 

Daniel Ornstein, & Pamela 
Harris

Aaron & Jenifer Panner
Elaine Parker
Leonard & Corrine Parver
Marc Paul, Nancy Furman Paul, 

& Felicia Paul
Jim Pavle & Nancy Wolf
T.S.L. Perlman
Victoria Perry & Pam, Ruth, & 

Harry Summers
Rabbi Jonah Pesner & Dana 

Gershon
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Annual Support for General Purposes (continued) 
Robert & Nessa Peters
Michael & Jill Phillips
Doris Pincus
The Plotnick Family
Perry Pockros & Patricia Neuman
Robert & Donna Plotkin
Thomas Plotz & Catherine Klion
Arnold & Diane Polinger
Bill & Judy Polk
Richard Pollak
Alan & Patricia Pollock
Vivianne Pommier
Margaret, Hillary & Ben Poore
Alan & Christina Popovsky
Rabbi Mindy Portnoy & Philip 

Breen
Daniel & Carole Powers
Adam & Nina Prill
Lewis David Priven
Israel & Jennifer Puterman
Max Raabe & Hillary Katch
The Radack Family
Adam & Debbie Rappaport
Jamie & Sarah Raskin
Sandra & Arnold Ratner
Mark & Lauren Regardie
Rabbi Fred Reiner & Susan Liss
Adam, Gail Reisman & Family
David & Jo Ann Reiss
James & Jody Reitzes
Catherine A. Ribnick
Jonathan Rich, Anna Swerdel, & 

Leon Swerdel-Rich
Anadel Rich & Matthew Kelly
Kimberly & Daniel Richards
Vivian Riefberg, Jamie, & Kate 

Ashford
Jane Rifkin
Steven M. Riskin & Claudine 

Isaacs
Michael & Gretchen Robbins
Robert & Melinda Robbins
Cantor Rebecca Robins & Zerek 

Schwartz
Rachel, Orli, Heidi, & Stephanie 

Robinson
Rabbi Jonathan & Elizabeth Roos
Theodore & Linda Rosen
Daniel & Florence Rosenblum
Charles Rosencrans
The Rosencrans-Bertuch Family
Julie Rosenthal
Todd Rosentover & Alycia 

Weinberger
Rabbi Adam Rosenwasser & 

Shalom Rosenberg 

Frances Rothstein & Stephen 
Wolk

Jordan & Naomi Rubinstein
Nancie, Conall, & Jeremy Rubin-

Thomas
Jennifer Rudy & Seth Krevat
Joseph Sacks & Emily Sanders
Stephen & Helene Sacks
Nancy Sanders, Henry & Jordan 

Sandman
Rayleona Sanders*
David Saperstein & Ellen Weiss
Judy Sarasohn & Kim Eisler 
Simon Sargon & Bonnie 

Glasgow
Ellen Sazzman & Alan 

Rhinesmith 
Lester & Joyce Scall
Regina Schatz Mazo
Amy Schear
Ronald Schechter & Susan 

Gilbert
Peter Scher & Kimberly Tilley
Philip D. & Janis B. Schiff
The Schiffman Family
Alan Schlaifer
Charlotte Schlitz
George Schlossberg & Barbara 

Zeughauser
Aaron Schuham & Christopher 

Anders
Ari Schwartz & Jennifer Grayson
Steven & Rita Schwartz
Anne Schwartz & David Stonner 
Richard & Joyce Schwartz
Sandra Schwarzbart
Harvey, Sherry, & Hanna 

Schweitzer
Sherry Weissman Schweitzer
George & Susan Schwelling
Bernard R. Segal
Meg Seldin
Gary & Caryn Seligman
Ruth Selis
Jeffrey Seltzer & Karen 

Rothenberg
Daniel & Jacquelyn Serwer
Emma & Noel Sesay
Ann Shalleck & James Klein
Barbara Shapiro
Betty Shapiro
Jeffrey & Robin Sheppard
Peter Sherman & Tina Stoll
Michael Shulman, Jackie Judd, 

& Family

Michael Sibarium & Laura 
Govoni-Sibarium

Mark & Patricia Sidman
Jennifer Silberman & Josh 

Bowers
Claudia Simons
Maxine & Daniel Singer
Ellen Goldmuntz & Jay Slater
Gertrude Slifkin
Virginia Sloss
David Smith, Jr. & Ilene Weinreich
Deborah Smolover & Eric Bord
Allen, Susan Snyder, & Family
Janet Snyder
David Sobel & Elizabeth Critchley
Lafe Solomon & Catherine 

Crockett
Marjorie Sonnenfeldt
Helen & Daniel Sonenshine
Seth Speyer & Linda Popejoy
Mark, Kathryn, Cecily, & Philippa 

Spindel
Laura, David Steel, & Family
Jennifer Stein & Family
Pauline Stein*
The Stein Family
Robert & Virginia Stern
Jay Sternberg & Stacey Kaltman
Mary Ann Sternberg
David Stevens & Linda Wymbs
Peter Sherman & Tina Stoll
Janie Stoll
Adam & Anita Stoll
Kathy & David Strom
Michael & Apple Sussman
Corinne Szabo
Ronny & Hannah Tabeka
Selma P. Tannenwald
Howard Tarnoff, Robyn Miller-

Tarnoff & Family
Amy Taylor
Richard Tempchin & Judy Licht
Barbara Tenenbaum
Michael & Allison Tierney
The Tievsky Family
Seth, Jan Tievsky, & Family
The Tom & Lichtenstein Families
Philip Trupp
Debbie & Henry Tyrangiel
Nelly Urbach
The Usher-Rifkin Family
D. Jean Veta & Mary Ann Dutton
The Vigersky Family
John, Ellen Villa, & Family
Bruce Vinik & Ginny Levin
Jessie Vinik & Drew Sunderland

Robert Vogel & Bonnie Malkin
Lance, Meredith, Olivia, Caleb, & 

Julie Wade
Richard Waldhorn & Jamie 

Gorelick
Robert & Gay Waldman
Darwin & Karen Walker
Chuck Walker & Raina Fishbane
Bill Wasserman, Karen 

Sherman, Eli, Sam, & Kai 
Wasserman

The Watson Appenzeller Families
Beatrice Wattenberg
Myra & Jeffrey Weinberg
Robert Weinberger & Jennefer 

Hirschberg
Robert & Cheryl Weiner
Courtney Weiner & Jason King
The Weiner Family
Gregory & Alison Weingast
Ilene Weinreich
Stanley & Joan Weiss
Michael, Monica, Esther, & 

Francesca Werner
Philip West & Barbara Yellen
Matt & Becky Wexler
Lori, Paul, Matthew, & Daniel 

Whitstock
Barry & Gail Wides
Howard Widra & Beth Redlich
Roslyn, Victor Wigman, & family
Susan Wildstrom
Robert Weiner & Nachama 

Wilker
Susan Winawer
Peter Winkler & Barbara Kraft
John Barker & Anne Witkowsky
Marshall & Joan Wolff
Laurence Wolff & Miriam Daniel
Frank & Helaine Workman
Elizabeth Workman & Mark 

Williams
Chip Wright III & Marcy Harrison
Suzan Wynne
John & Diane Yochelson
Matthew Zaft & Erin Chlopak
Joseph & Lynda Zengerle
Regina Ziegler
Stephen Zuckerman & Andrea 

Stone Zuckerman
Beverly Zweiben
The Zwillinger Family

*Of Blessed Memory
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Temple Sinai Endowments
These donors made gifts to the endowment funds that support general temple operations & the religious school.
Temple Sinai General Endowment 
Daytimers Committee
Marvin & Sally Kranz

Julie & Andrew Mannes
Martin & Syma Mendelsohn

Bernstein Religious School Endowment
Rabbi Stephanie L. Bernstein & Henry Winokur

Temple Sinai Funds
These donors made gifts to the many funds of Temple Sinai. These temple funds provide needed funding for specific programs 
& initiatives each year.
ARZA
414 members made voluntary 
contributions to this fund.

Capital Campaign
Please see page 8 for a list 
of donors to the Honor Our 
Heritage, Build Our Future 
Campaign 

Dollars for Israel
423 members made voluntary 
contributions to this fund.
Anonymous

Kathie Rabinovitz SinaiCares
Anonymous
Frank & Ann Gilbert
Ann Ingram
Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe
The Rabinovitz Family
Therese Salus & Howard 

Oppenheim
Lester & Joyce Scall
Sandra Schwarzbart
Gertrude Slifkin
Virginia Sloss
Richard & Joann Weiner
Charlotte Snyder Zuckman

Library
Daytimers Committee
Joyce & Joel Foreman
Jewish Residents of Leisure World 
Marvin & Sally Kranz
Eleanor Lurensky
Herbert & Barbara Mintz
Rabbi Fred Reiner & Susan Liss 

Music
Anonymous
Ellen & Jeffrey Agler
Kent & Karen Allen
Joan Bardach
Michael & Marilyn Barth
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein & 

Henry Winokur

Elaine & Richard Binder
Nicholas & Carole Brand
Ravelle Brickman
David & Anne Brill
Naomi & Clarke Camper
Kenneth & Linda Chaletzky
Ed Cohen & Charlene 

Barshefsky
Cantor Laura Croen & Mark Erlich
Evan Croen & Rachel Croen
Robert & Ellen Croog
Daytimers Committee
Isabel Dunst
Patricia Eanet
Sherman Edwards & Melinda 

Salzman
Suzanne Eichhorn
Andrew Engel & Karen Barr
Michelle & Glenn Engelmann
Donald Fishman & Sonya 

Schwartz
Dr. Daniel H. Framm & Myra F. 

Framm 
Susan & Mark Ginsberg
Richard & Carol Gross
Drs. Lisa Happ & Stephen Stein
Rick Honig & Dita Verheij
Ann Ingram
Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe
Marvin & Madeleine Kalb
Irving Kaminsky
Ann Kappell Danner & Robert 

Danner
Jeffrey & Susan Kessler
Stephen Klein
Stuart Kriss & Karen Spar
Ed & Stephanie Lebow
Arnold & Sandra Leibowitz
Rebecca Leigh
Marci Levin & Joel Resnick
Esther Lipman
Robert McGarrah & Joanne 

Tanner
Steve Messner & Liz Prelinger
Herbert & Barbara Mintz
Larry Mishel & Ellen Kurlansky

Kevin Mulshine & Laura Kumin
Nancy Olins
Norm Ornstein & Judy Harris
Thomas Plotz & Catherine Klion
Catherine Ribnick
Rachel Robinson
Rabbi Jonathan & Elizabeth 

Roos
Ted & Linda Rosen
Stephen & Helene Sacks
Nancy Sanders
Lester & Joyce Scall
Amy Schear
Ronald Schechter & Susan Gilbert
Sandra Schwarzbart
Emma & Noel Sesay
Gertrude Slifkin
Janet Snyder
Allen & Susan Snyder
Lafe Solomon & Catherine 

Crockett
Helen & Daniel Sonenshine
Robert & Virginia Stern
David Stevens & Linda Wymbs
Michael & Allison Tierney
Myra & Jeffrey Weinberg
Philip West & Barbara Yellen
Barry & Gail Wides
Susan Winawer
Peter Winkler & Barbara Kraft

Nursery School
In addition to those listed below 
many in our community supported 
the Nursery School  through TSNS 
fundraisers, campaigns & events.
Anonymous 
Carol & Stephen Bluestone
Linda K. & Harold Z. Friedman 

Family Philanthropic Fund
William & Linda Quinn 
Jed & Sarah Nussdorf 

Project Mensch
In addition to those listed below 
many members supported 

Project Mensch through Amazon 
purchases & in-kind gifts.
Anonymous (2)
Kenneth & Linda Chaletzky 
Jon Coleman & Jennifer Cooper
Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe
Peter & Susan Keisler 
Ann Spindel 

Rabbi Eugene Lipman Social 
Action & Tzedakah
In addition to those listed below 
510 members made voluntary 
contributions to this fund. 
Alliance for Health Policy
Anonymous (3)
Judi Cope
Daytimers Committee
Patricia Eanet
Glenn & Michelle Engelmann
Gail Fleder
Suzan & Barry Friedman
Rita Gaylin
Elaine & Fred Gillespie
Debra Haluska & Peter Fallon 
Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe
Norman & Barbara Knopf
Marvin & Sally Kranz
Esther Lipman
Ellen Ostrow
Mary Ella Payne
Celia & Douglas Porter
Alice Ribbens 
Stephen Stein & Lisa Happ
Mary Jo & Tom Wells
Kate Westenberg 

Rabbi Eugene Lipman 
Scholar-in-Residence
Esther Lipman

Rabbi Fred N. Reiner Lifelong 
Learning
Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe

Religious School
Lauren & Howard Iselin
John & Ellen Villa
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All contributions listed are for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 (June 1, 2018 – May 31, 2019). The list represents gifts made through April 
29, 2019. If we missed your name, please contact Noah Benjamin at nbenjamin@templesinaidc.org.

Discretionary Funds
The following donors made gifts to the discretionary funds of the Rabbis, Cantors, & Cantorial Soloist.
Cantor Laura Croen
Anonymous (2)
Laura Comay & Arthur Burris
Mark & Andrea Dettelbach
Robert Greenberg & Jamie 

Agins
Stephen Heyman & Susan 

Steinman
Glen & Lauren Howard 
Marvin & Madeleine Kalb
Lon Levin
David Levitt & Deborah Kalb
David Lipscomb & Debra 

Rosenberg
Bonnie Loeb
David & Suzy Mayer
Thomas Plotz & Catherine Klion 
Rabbi Mindy Portnoy & Philip 

Breen
Theodore & Linda Rosen
Stephen & Helene Sacks
Cantor Ellen Sussman 
Laurence Wolff & Miriam Daniel
Tim, Judy, & Danny Zwerdling 

(and spouses)

Cantor Rebecca Robins
Eric Goode 
Anna Necheles 

Cantorial Soloist Robyn 
Helzner
Anonymous 
Ravelle Brickman 
Dinah McNamara

Rabbi Adam Rosenwasser
Anonymous
Steven Bennett & Erin Loubier
Charlie & Marcie Berul
Samuel & Phyllis Blum
Joanna & Mark Goldberg
Richard Goldstein & Deborah 

Koss
Elaine Greenstone
Jonathan Kelinson
Nancy & Ed Kutler 
Rebecca Taber & Anthony 

Staehelin 
Linda Stelzer
Helaine Workman 
Diane Zimmerman

Rabbi Hannah Goldstein
Anonymous 
Michael Adlin & Helene Krasnoff
Colum Amory & Hope Perlman
Nathan Beaver & Kristin 

Nicholson
Mark & Andrea Dettelbach
Anne Falk
Betty Ferber

Nathan & Esther Finkelstein 
Clifford & Andrea Haas
Alan Korn & Claudia Simons
Amy Kurtz & Joseph Fuld
Marci Levin & Joel Resnick
Frank Liebermann
David Lipscomb & Debra 

Rosenberg
Loren, Sydney & Peter Moor
Thomas Plotz & Catherine Klion
Marc & Lauren Regardie
Stephen & Helene Sacks
David & Keira Simon
Janet Snider
Darwin & Karen Walker
Robert & Cheryl Weiner 
Barry & Gail Wides 
Stephen Wolk & Frances 

Rothstein
Frank & Helaine Workman

Rabbi Jonathan Roos
Anonymous 
Jeffrey Alpher & Haley Kaufman
Saul & Judith Aronson
Nathan Beaver & Kristin 

Nicholson
Matthew & Hillary Brill
Charles Broutman
Laura Comay & Arthur Burris
Gary Feinstein
Gilbert & Marjorie Geldon

Darren Gersh & Martha Plotkin
Margaret Graynovsky
Elaine Greenstone
Richard & Carol Gross
Clifford & Andrea Haas
Robert & Jill Hazan
Stephen Heyman & Susan 

Steinman
Susan Jones
Marvin & Madeleine Kalb
James Koppersmith & Vivienne 

Azarcon
Alan Korn & Claudia Simons
Sheila Leavitt
David Levitt & Deborah Kalb
Matthew Pachman & Marcia 

Berman
Carole Pesner
Perry Pockros & Patricia 

Neuman
Alan Rhinesmith & Ellen 

Sazzman 
Janis & Philip Schiff 
George Schlossberg & Barbara 

Zeughauser 
Robert Snyder & Carol Lynn 

Green
Joseph Sternlieb & Linda Singer
John & Phyllis Wimberly
Larry Wolff & Miriam Daniel

Temple Sinai Funds (continued) 
Ritual Objects & Prayer Books
Kent Allen
Richard & Elaine Binder
Amy Borrus
Ellen & Michael Cronin
Carole Evans
Ellie Flyer
Daniel & Myra Framm 
Robert & Susan Fratkin
Rita Gaylin
Bruce Gellin
Josh Goldberg 
Winnie Hahn
Leslie Hall

Todd Halpern
Deborah & Kenneth Jaffe
Barbara & John Jost
Carol A. Kachadoorian
Rebecca Kapell Leigh
Haley Kaufman
Jeffrey & Susan Kessler
Sandy Leibowitz
Ginny Levin
Reid & Nancy Liffmann
Martin & Syma Mendelsohn
Steve Messner & Liz Prelinger
Steven Metalitz & Kit Gage
Robert Molofsky

Elaine Parker
Catherine Ribnick
Dan Rosenblum
Susan Schiffer
Lafe Solomon
Marjorie Sonnenfeldt
Temple Sinai Women of Reform 

Judaism
Paulis Waber
Frank Wright III & Marcy 

Harrison
Beverly Zweiben

Sinai House
495 members made voluntary 
contributions to this fund on their 
Member Financial Commitment 
form. Sinai House also receives 
support from the many members & 
non-members who donate directly 
to Sinai House throughout the 
year.

Zwerdling Memorial Lecture
Martin Burns & Wendy Kahn



Temple Sinai Annual Report 2018-2019 25

The Rimonim Society

The Rimonim Society, established in 2002, recognizes those individuals who have 
included Temple Sinai in their estate plans or established another type of planned 
gift to benefit the temple.

The name Rimonim has special meaning for Judaism and Temple Sinai. For the 
ancient rabbis, the rimon or pomegranate became a symbol of the sweetness of 
Torah and because the rimon is filled to overflowing with seeds, it was likened to 
the fruitfulness of Torah and, by extension, Judaism. It symbolizes Torah, which 
is spread from generation to generation, thereby insuring its continuity. Rimonim 
also refers to the Torah crown that often decorates the Torah, especially at the 
High Holy Days and it is the shape of our ner tamid (eternal light) in Temple Sinai’s 
sanctuary.   

The rimon reminds us of the ability of Torah to sustain us. It is fitting, then, that members of the Rimonim Society 
are the congregation’s own rimonim – planting the seed for a vibrant future and sustaining the temple.  Rimonim 
Society members enhance our congregation and provide the means to carry on our work for generations to 
come. Their gifts create a legacy for the congregation and continuity of the Jewish people. 

We recognize and thank our current Rimonim Society members. 

Esthy & Jim Adler
Chris Intagliata & Larry Asbell

Ruth Baker-Battist & Lewis Battist*
Lois & Edward* Berkowitz

Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein & Henry Winokur
Richard & Elaine Binder

Judith & Robert* Bor
Leonard & Evelyn Coburn

Isabel (Liz) Dunst
David & Jane Fairweather
Elizabeth (Robin) Farquhar

Mike & Doris Feinsilber
Patrice & Barney Feinstein

Betty Ferber & Robert Pomerance*
Gary Friend & Tara Sonenshine

Margot Fromer
Frank & Ann Gilbert

Andrew Gilman & Dianne Rudo
Niesa Brateman Halpern & James Halpern

Ellen Heiman & Steven Agresta*
Ann Ingram

Marc & Jeanie Kahn
Sally & Louis* Kaplan

Laia Katz
Barbara Kraft & Peter Winkler

Marvin & Sally Kranz
Arthur & Gigi* Lazarus

Martin & Syma Mendelsohn
Libby & Ronald Merrill

Herb & Barbara (Bobbe) Mintz
Beverly & Mark Nadel

Nancy Wolf & Jim Pavle
Tom Plotz & Cathy Klion

Rabbi Fred Reiner & Susan Liss 

Sherry Levy Reiner* 
Catherine Ribnick

Edward (Ted) & Linda Rosen
Daniel & Flo Rosenblum

Charles (Chip) Rosencrans
Rayleona* & Ralph* Sanders

Sandra & Robert* Schwarzbart
Marsha Shaines & Robert Loesche

Gertrude Slifkin
Marcie Solomon

Linda Popejoy & Seth Drew Speyer
Ruth Uhlmann & Craig Mathews

Nelly Urbach
David Weber

Rosann Wisman & Michael Lilek

* Of Blessed Memory

If your name is not listed and you have included Temple Sinai in your estate plans or if you have questions about 
future legacy giving, please contact Ellen Agler at 202-363-6394 x210 or eagler@templesinaidc.org.

85 people 
enjoyed 
Shabbat 
Services 
and dinner 
in honor of 
Rimonim 
Society 
members 
in April 2019.
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Get Involved

Ritual Staff  
& Directors

Jonathan Roos
Senior Rabbi
jroos@templesinaidc.org

Adam Rosenwasser
Associate Rabbi
arosenwasser@templesinaidc.org

Hannah Goldstein 
Associate Rabbi
hgoldstein@templesinaidc.org

Laura Croen
Senior Cantor
lcroen@templesinaidc.org

Rebecca Robins 
Cantor Educator
rrobins@templesinaidc.org

Robyn Helzner 
Cantorial Soloist
rhelzner@templesinaidc.org

Fred Reiner
Rabbi Emeritus
frednreiner@gmail.com

Mindy Portnoy
Rabbi Emerita
breenport@gmail.com

Ellen Agler 
Executive Director
eagler@templesinaidc.org

Perri Iger-Silversmith 
TSNS Director
TSNSdirector@templesinaidc.org

Temple Sinai is a community that values and encourages the active 
engagement of members in all aspects of temple life. Contact a liaison 
below to learn about how you can get involved:

Administration
David Wessel
wessel.sinai@gmail.com
(202) 244-7118

Archives
Susan Schiffer
susanschiffer@hotmail.com
(202) 966-3947

Building & Grounds
Marta Goldsmith
marta.v.goldsmith@gmail.com
(202) 966-1306
Cemetery
Ted Rosen
gted666@gmail.com
(301) 530-3403

Daytimers
Ron Merrill
RNLMerrill@aol.com
(301) 365-0894

Development
Seth Speyer
sethspeyer@aol.com
(202) 244-8447

Finance, Audit, & 
Investment
Marcie Solomon
Marcie.Solomon@gmail.com
(202) 362-4331

Green Team
Robyn Miller-Tarnoff
RobynMT@comcast.net
(301) 320-4491
Regina Ziegler
zieglerrg@gmail.com
(301) 530-7607

Israel Affairs
Mindy Garfinkel
mindy20814@gmail.com
(301) 530-5228

Library
Sue Levine
levsue@gmail.com
Herb Mintz
bobbeandherb@comcast.net
(301) 983-6651

Membership
Jill Chenok
chenokj@gmail.com
(301) 652-2941

Multiracial Sinai
Cathy Goldwyn
cgoldwyn1@icloud.com
(301) 946-0145
Deitra Reiser
deitralou@gmail.com

TSMRJ
Andrew Mannes
amannes@gmail.com
(301) 656-5552

Music
Stephanie Lebow
lebow.stephanie@gmail.com
(202) 363-7327
Myra Weinberg
myrafrances54@gmail.com
(301) 320-5365

Nursery School
Julia Kepniss 
julialichtman@hotmail.com
(301) 215-7395
Julius Weiss
juliusbweiss@gmail.com
(202) 686-5359

Religious School
Deborah Eichhorn
deichhorn111@msn.com
(301) 657-2760

Ritual
Mike Raibman
mikeraibman@gmail.com
(301) 915-0080

SinaiCares
Laura Govoni-Sibarium
lgovsib@comcast.net
(301) 588-4435

Sinai House
Amy Schear
aischear@starpower.net
(202) 966-5235

Social Action
Glenn Engelmann
glennengelmann@gmail.com
(202) 450-5716

Strategic Planning
Marsha Shaines
marsha.shaines@gmail.com
(301) 946-1482

TSWRJ
Nancy Liebermann
nancyliebermann@gmail.com
(301) 652-2036
Lisa Tucker
lisahtucker@yahoo.com
(202) 364-6534
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