
TEMPLE SINAI ANNUAL MEETING 

May 24, 2017 

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by President Andrew Engel at 7:35 p.m. 

Rabbi Roos offered the opening prayer.   

Standard business: 

• Matthew Pachman, acting Parliamentarian, reviewed the Proposed Special Rules of Order 

which were then approved by a majority. 

• The minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting were reviewed and approved. 

Reports: 

• Annual Report – Marcie Solomon, Strategic Planning committee chair, reviewed the report.  

This year’s report is a glossy, colorful document filled with photos reflecting how our already 

vibrant, engaged community has expanded the breadth and depth of its programs and the 

degree of engagement of our members. 

• Financial report – Reviewed by Gary Friend.  It included a balanced Operating Budget and a 4.8% 

increase in revenues.  The Religious School revenue was greater than budgeted given an 

enrollment increase over last year as well as improved tuition collection results.  The growth is 

attributable to both programmatic advancements and greater outreach to the community.  On 

the expense side, it is notable that the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)  has reformulated its 

financial commitment (dues) structure to be based on revenues rather than expenses.  This 

change has resulted in a one-time sizeable decrease in our URJ expense line item. 

• Senior Rabbi’s report – Rabbi Roos narrated a slide show of photographs demonstrating the 

breadth and depth of member engagement at the Temple over the past year.  An expanded 

array of activities supporting social justice causes within and outside our walls, new book 

groups, vibrant religious and nursery schools, a high level of youth engagement, inspiring 

worship experiences, and pastoral support provided by our clergy and Kathie Rabinovitz 

SinaiCares volunteers are some of the highlights from a successful and dynamic year. 

• President’s report – Highlights: 

o Andrew Engel expressed gratitude for the many staff members who ensure that the 

Temple runs smoothly.   

o The Temple membership now counts a record number of over 1200 households. 

o The Leadership Development program has brought forth the Green Team as well as 

several new members of the Temple board.   

o The Temple has adopted a refugee family from Afghanistan.  We are providing 

apartment rent for one year as well as a host of supportive relationships for the family.   



o Among the many Social Action activities this year was the Temple sending 12 busloads 

of members to the Women’s March, the gun violence display over the High Holy Days, 

the installation of solar panels on the building and the development of a plan for storm 

water runoff. 

Action items: 

• Election of trustees, officers, and Nominating Committee.  The slate was passed.  Steve 

Messner, Chair of the Nominating Committee, noted that some of the Officers this year have 

strong backgrounds in development. 

• Review and approval of 2017-2018 budget.  Gary Friend mentioned that a five-year forecast was 

recently done for the first time.  The forecast provides important information on history and 

trends and relationships between the Religious School and the Nursery School as related to 

membership.  The budget passed as proposed. 

Member recognition: 

• 50-Year member milestones – 50-year members were honored with recognition and gifts from 

the Temple - Judith Blickstein, Daniel & Myra Framm, Ann Ingram, Norman & Barbara Knopf and 

Ruth Uhlmann. 

• Outgoing trustees, committee chairs and affiliate presidents – Appreciation for the dedicated 

work of outgoing trustees Rosann Wisman, Hunter Hogewood, Andrew Davis, Barry Wides, 

Andrew Engel was expressed as well as for outgoing committee chairs Ann Sloane, Syma 

Mendelsohn, Gary Friend, Howard Oppenheim, Elizabeth Workman, Todd Rosentover, 

Susannah Berlowe-Binder and Robin Glantz.  Oncoming leaders are Deborah Lewis, Drew 

Mannes, Maya Godofsky, Debra Eichhorn, Tara Sonenshine, Danielle Hazan and Rita Brickman.  

Rabbi Roos presented a Gary Rosenthal etched decanter to outgoing president Andrew Engel in 

appreciation of his leadership. 

Executive session: Professional staff agreements 

• Senior Cantor Laura Croen 

• Rabbi Adam Rosenwasser 

• Executive director Ellen Agler 

All three contracts were unanimously approved. 

Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marcie Solomon, Secretary 


